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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 61  
Sunny to partly 

cloudy
More on 5A

Panic mode
Owners, players union 

remain far apart in talks  

to start 2020 MLB season 

as Manfred downgrades 

his outlook. Page 1B

Plan progresses
County secures permit 

needed for repurposing 

former Pick ‘n Save  

grocery store on south  

side of Janesville. Page 3A
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville teen was charged Monday 

with attempted first-degree intentional 

homicide in a recent shooting near Lincoln 

Elementary School that a prosecutor said 

left the victim needing five surgeries so far.

Rock County Court 

Commissioner Jack Hoag 

ordered Kenan L. Clemons, 

17, held on a $50,000 cash 

bond after the teen also was 

charged with armed car-

jacking, burglary and mis-

demeanor theft.

Janesv i l l e  po l i ce 

announced late Thursday 

they had arrested Clemons 

on charges related to the shooting of Tren-

ton Strommen, 36, also of Janesville, on 

June 6 after a bike theft.

Clemons told police that after he and 

another teen stole a bike, Strommen caught 

up with them and threw the other teenager 

to the ground before Clemons shot Strom-

men multiple times, according to the crim-

inal complaint.

Assistant District Attorney Mason 

Braunschweig said Strommen was “very, 

very fortunate to not be dead” and “may 

lose his arm.”

Teen faces 
attempted 
homicide 

charge

Clemons

By Mark Sherman

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Supreme Court ruled Mon-

day that a landmark civil rights law 

protects gay, lesbian and transgen-

der people from discrimination in 

employment, a resounding victory 

for LGBT rights from a conservative 

court.

The court decided by a 6-3 vote that 

a key provision of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964 known as Title VII that bars 

job discrimination because of sex, 

among other reasons, encompasses 

bias against people because of their 

sexual orientation or gender identity.

“An employer who fires an 

individual for being homosexual or 
transgender fires that person for 
traits or actions it would not have 
questioned in members of a differ-
ent sex,” Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote 
for the court. “Sex plays a necessary 
and undisguisable role in the deci-
sion, exactly what Title VII forbids.”

The decision was a defeat not just 
for the employers, but also the Trump 
administration, which argued that 
the law’s plain wording compelled 
a ruling for the employers. Gorsuch, 
a conservative appointee of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, concluded the 
opposite, and Trump said Monday 
he accepted the court’s “very power-
ful decision.”

Gorsuch was joined in the major-
ity by Chief Justice John Roberts and 

the court’s four liberal members. Jus-

tice Brett Kavanaugh, Trump’s other 

Supreme Court pick, dissented, along 

with justices Samuel Alito and Clar-

ence Thomas.

“The Court tries to convince 

readers that it is merely enforcing 

the terms of the statute, but that is 

preposterous,” Alito wrote in his dis-

sent. “Even as understood today, the 

concept of discrimination because of 

‘sex’ is different from discrimination 

because of ‘sexual orientation’ or ‘gen-

der identity.’”

Kavanaugh wrote in a separate dis-

sent that the court was rewriting the 

law to include gender identity and 

sexual orientation, a job that belongs 

Conservative court defies Trump
Justices rule Civil Rights Act protects from discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity

Associated Press
The Supreme Court is seen in Washington on Monday. The 
court’s justices ruled that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 pro-
tects gay, lesbian and transgender people from discrimina-
tion in employment.
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JANESVILLE

Janesville manufacturer 

Hufcor is wrestling with an 

apparent COVID-19 outbreak 

that prompted the company 

to shut down its plant last 

week and require its workers 

to seek coronavirus testing.

In a June 11 company memo 

obtained by The Gazette, Huf-

cor told its Janesville employ-

ees they were required to 

report back to work Monday 

morning.

But the memo noted all 

workers had to provide the 

company with test results that 

showed they were free of coro-

navirus infection before they 

could return to the north-

east-side plant.

“Every person who walks 

through the door will need to 

have provided proof of a neg-

ative test result from a test 

administered in the previous 

week. If you have not or can-

not provide proof of a nega-

tive test result, you will not be 

permitted inside the building 

until you are able to provide 

said document,” part of the 

memo reads.

Hufcor manufactures 

moveable room partitions. 

According to the memo, the 

company told all employees as 

Hufcor instructs workers to get virus tests

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Children play Monday at CAMDEN Playground in Janesville’s Palmer Park. After the Rock County Public Health Department moved to 
phase two of its reopening plan, the city of Janesville decided to open CAMDEN and the Peace Park playground last Friday. Both play-
grounds had been closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to the playgrounds, the downtown fitness court, the restrooms 
in Traxler Park, and the pickleball courts, tennis courts and restrooms in north Riverside Park reopened, as well.

Around and around

17-year-old boy accused  
of first-degree offense

Memo: Operations halted last week;  
employees must test negative to return
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