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Teen gets a taste 

of military life
Kendra Finfrock wants  

a career in the military  

and sought out a summer 

camp that would help  

prepare her. Page 2A

Craig wrestlers  

win Big Eight title
The Cougars won six  

individual titles on the way  

to their fourth straight  

conference tournament 

crown Saturday. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 36 | Low 18  

Snow 1-3”; 
breezy in the a.m.

More on 9A
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By Nicholas Riccardi, Hannah FIngerhut and Michael Casey 

Associated Press

PLYMOUTH, N.H. 

In a perfect world, Susan Stepp, a 73-year-old retiree, 

would be voting vote for Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth 

Warren in New Hampshire’s Democratic presidential 

primary Tuesday, she says. But that won’t be happening.

“I am not sure a woman is the best candidate to go 

up against Trump,” Stepp said recently as she stood in 

the back of a conference room listening to tech entrepre-

neur Andrew Yang as part of her hunt for the best can-

didate to challenge the Republican incumbent.

Stepp’s concern has coursed through the Democratic 

primary for months, registering in polling, interviews 

and, now, the first votes cast. In Iowa’s caucuses last 

Monday, many Democrats did not prioritize breaking 

the gender barrier to the Oval Office and they viewed 

being a woman as a hindrance rather than an advan-

tage in the race.

Only about one-third of Iowa caucusgoers backed a 

female candidate. Topping the caucus field were two 

men, former South Bend, Indiana, mayor Pete Butti-

gieg and Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders. Women were 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

They act like college students 

because they are college students.

They scroll through their phones 

at a coffee shop, go to the gym to 

work out and grind through classes 

they would rather not take but are 

required for graduation.

But they are a new kind of col-

lege student.

In September, UW-Whitewater 

launched its Learning Is For Every-

one or LIFE program. All of the eight 

students in the two-year program 

have some degree of intellectual 

disability.

The program was developed by 

UW-Whitewater Associate Professor 

of Special Education James Collins.

“One of the major motivations for 

us in pushing this out is to help give 

more opportunities and better serve 

a much-deserving but very under-

served segment of the population,” 

Collins said.

UW-Whitewater isn’t the first uni-

versity to have a college experience 

for people with cognitive disabilities, 

but it is the first in the UW System.

Wisconsin has five college-type 

programs for people with intellec-

tual disabilities. They range from 

a three-year program at Shepherds 

College that serves only people with 

cognitive disabilities to a four-year 

program at Edgewood College.

Many of the students in UW-White-

water’s program toured colleges 

around the country before decid-

ing on UW-Whitewater. Think Col-

lege, thinkcollege.net, lists 282 col-

lege/work readiness programs in the 

United States.

Lola Abu of Madison looked at a 

college in Chicago that didn’t have 

what she needed.

“The program didn’t have enough 

support for someone like me,” Abu 

said. “I looked in Madison, too, at 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

Continuing a three-year 

trend, a steep 4% decline 

in enrollment last fall led 

UW-Whitewater administra-

tors to announce their goal to 

make $12 million in base bud-

get cuts over the next two years.

With layoffs expected, the 

campus is anxiously starting 

the spring semester figuring 

out where the cuts and savings 

will come from.

But UW-W is not the only 

UW System school suffering 

from less tuition revenue gen-

erated by fewer students.

UW-W recorded the 

fourth-biggest enrollment 

drop in fall, according to pre-

liminary 2019 enrollment fig-

ures released by the UW Sys-

tem in October. Eight univer-

sities saw declines; two had 

increases of 0.1%, and three 

others saw increases.

Overall, the UW System 

had a 2.6% decline in enroll-

ment, according to the prelimi-

nary figures. One demographic 

trend the system cited in a news 

release was fewer graduating 

high school students.

Matt Aschenbrener, UW-W’s 

associate vice chancellor for 

enrollment and retention, said 

the state has seen slightly fewer 

high school graduates over-

all. But after digging deeper, 

he said some of the universi-

ty’s recruiting areas have seen 

decreases, while others have 

UW-Whitewater program for students with intellectual disabilities a first in state

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Lola Abu smiles as Nathan Barnes, behind, tries to interfere with roommate Sam Craden’s game on his phone while relax-
ing Thursday evening in Tutt Hall at UW-Whitewater. The three are in the two-year LIFE program for students with intellec-
tual disabilities. They stay in Tutt Hall with traditional students, and it’s there they learn independent living skills.

Various trends feed  
UW-Whitewater’s  

declining enrollment
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MORE BUDGET 

LISTENING  

SESSIONS
UW-Whitewater 

Chancellor Dwight 
Watson and other 
university admin-
istrators are hold-
ing more budget lis-
tening sessions this 
week, including one in 
Janesville at the Rock 
County campus.

The first will be 
from noon to 1 p.m. 
Monday in the Rock 
County campus’s 
Kirk Denmark The-
atre, which is accessi-
ble through the Wells 
Cultural Center’s 
main doors, 2909 Kel-
logg Ave., Janesville.

The second will 
be from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday 
at the Community 
Engagement Center, 
rooms 108 and 109, 
at 1260 W. Main St., 
Whitewater. Parking 
is behind the building.

Additionally, Wat-
son is scheduled to 
speak at the Greater 
Whitewater Commit-
tee’s annual meeting 
Thursday. He is set to 
talk about the univer-
sity’s strategic enroll-
ment planning pro-
cess as early as 6 p.m. 
at the 841 Brewhouse, 
841 E. Milwaukee St., 
Whitewater.

Will Democratic voters choose  
a female nominee in 2020?

LIFE begins

Turn to ENROLL on Page 10A

Turn to LIFE on Page 9A

Doubts persist

Turn to DOUBTS on Page 5A
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