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Health officials
lacking abortion
survival data
Bill would punish
doctors involved
in such procedures
By Todd Richmond
Associated Press
MADISON

The fight over a Republican-backed bill in Wisconsin that would force doctors
to care for
babies that
are born
alive during
an abortion
attempt is
heating up
with President Donald Trump
Steineke
weighing
in, even though there is no
evidence of such a birth
happening in the state.
Backers of the proposal
that could send doctors
to prison for life say even
one baby killed following a
botched abortion would be
too many. But opponents,
including abortion rights
advocates and doctors, say
it almost never happens
and in the rare instances

when it does, existing laws
already make killing the
babies a crime.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
has recorded 143 instances
nationwide in which live
births were caused by
an attempted abortion
between 2003 and 2014.
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services
doesn’t track such births
because Wisconsin bans
non-emergency abortions
after the 20th week of pregnancy and any baby born
before then would be too
young to survive outside
the womb, agency spokeswoman Jennifer Miller
said.
The agency does report
that in 2017, the latest year
for which data is available,
1% of abortions were performed after 20 weeks.
Miller explained it was
difficult to determine
the fetuses’ ages in those
instances. The data did not
indicate if any of them survived the abortion attempt.
The bill’s sponsor,
Assembly Majority Leader
Jim Steineke, tweeted

Left: The starry stonewort,
an invasive underwater species, was discovered in Trinke
Lagoon along Geneva Lake’s
south shore in fall 2018. If it
is not eradicated, the underwater macroalgae could
threaten the lake’s ecosystem.
Below: Ted Peters, director of the Geneva Lake Environmental Agency, looks out
onto Trinke Lagoon, where
starry stonewort was discovered. The agency plans to
dredge the lagoon this fall.
Photos by Anthony Wahl/

Threat from below
Invasive foreign plant poses potential danger to Geneva Lake ecosystem

Turn to ABORTION on Page 7A

Area schools stand out
in national rankings
Æ Five area high schools

make list’s top 30%
By Catherine W. Idzerda
cidzerda@gazettextra.com
A handful of Rock
County and Walworth
County schools rank among
the best in the nation,
according to annual high
school rankings released
today by U.S. News & World
Report.
The media company
ranked 17,245 high schools
nationwide.
Of those, five area
schools made it into the top
30%. They include Williams
Bay, No. 833; Elkhorn, No.
2,008; Beloit Turner, No.
2,573; East Troy, No. 3,884;
and Milton, No. 4,095.
Janesville’s Craig High
School ranked 5,297, and
Parker High School was
7,810.
To see the complete list,
visit the U.S. News & World
Report website.
U.S. News & World

U.S. News & World Reports
based its rankings on six
weighted factors, including
college readiness, 30%;
reading and math proficiency, 20%; reading and
math performance, 20%;
underserved student
performnce, 10%; breadth of
college curriculum, 10%; and
graduation rates, 10%.
Report based its rankings
on six weighted factors,
including college readiness, 30%; reading and
math proficiency, 20%;
reading and math performance, 20%; underserved
student performance, 10%;
breadth of college curriculum, 10%; and graduation
rates, 10%.
Reading and math proficiency is based solely on
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By Nate Jackson
njackson@gazettextra.com

•Jeffrey J. Krueger
•Dr. Kenneth Laughery,
Ph.D.

Invasive species location

LAKE GENEVA

A local environmental
agency plans to dredge a
Geneva Lake lagoon this
fall to eradicate an invasive
underwater plant threatening the lake.
Ted Peters, director of
the Geneva Lake Environmental Agency, said the
group last fall identified
the invasive starry stonewort plant, an underwater macroalgae, in Trinke
Lagoon on the lake’s south
side.
It’s the first time the
invasive plant has sprouted
in Geneva Lake, Peters
said. The plant is native to
Asia and Europe and was
likely brought to the continent by tankers plying the
Atlantic Ocean.
Peters said starry stonewort is difficult to control
because its bulbils are
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•John A. Sanderson Jr.
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buried in the sediment
and can’t be eradicated by
chemical treatment. The
lagoon must be dredged
to stamp it out, Peters said.
Plans to dredge the
lagoon this spring stalled
after a company bid about
$850,000, which Peters
said was unacceptably
high. The same company
bid $174,000 to dredge the
lagoon this fall.
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Peters said the agency
will open bidding May 13
for the fall dredging.
In the meantime, Peters
said, the agency is asking
people to avoid the lagoon
until the plant is eradicated. They also are lobbying the state Department of Natural Resources
to restrict access to the
lagoon.
Peters said the agency

does not have authority
to do so because waters
in the state are held in
public trust. Additionally,
Peters said, 35 to 40 boats
are moored in the lagoon
by local property owners,
and closing it would cause
a “significant inconvenience” to them.
Still, Peters wondered
if the risks of spreading
starry stonewort warrant
the lagoon’s temporary
closure.
If the plant is spread to
the entire lake, Peters said,
it likely would be difficult
to eliminate and would
alter the biological community, changing the environment such that fish and
native critters could not
survive.
“It will out-compete the
native species and send a
ripple through the whole
food chain,” he said.
Dredging the lagoon
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