
WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
41°/30°

Mostly cloudy, 
afternoon mist

SUNDAY
42°/28°

Partly cloudy 
and windy

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A

Man’s body found at fire scene
One death was reported at a house fire Friday 

morning in the town of Lyons, according to a 
fire official who was at the scene. After a call at 
8:39 a.m. Friday, firefighters made an “aggres-
sive attempt” to search the home and knock 
the fire down after reports of someone trapped 
inside. Firefighters responded to N5465 High-
way 120 in the town of Lyons, the official said. 
They recovered a man’s body.

City house fire brings arrest
Police have arrested a 

Janesville man suspected of 
setting a fire that damaged 
a south-side house Thursday 
night and displaced seven peo-
ple. Janesville police Detective 
Erik Goth said police arrested 
Elijah J. Dvorak, 18, on sus-
picion of felony arson and 
first-degree recklessly endan-
gering safety Friday morning.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Gates enters guilty plea
A former senior adviser to President Donald 

Trump’s election campaign pleaded guilty Fri-
day to federal conspiracy and false-statements 
charges, switching from defendant to cooper-
ating witness in the special counsel’s probe of 
Trump’s campaign and Russia’s election inter-
ference. The plea by Rick Gates revealed that 
he will help special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation in “any and all matters.”.
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Sports • 1B

Janesville Craig’s Keeanu  
Benton will wrestle for the  
WIAA Division 1 285-pound 
wrestling title in Madison today

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Julie A. Leindecker/South Beloit, Illinois
•Lewis N. Quale/Janesville
•Ulla-Brith Maria Quinn/Beloit

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Donna Mae Frodl/Whitewater
•Evelyn Rae Klein/Delavan
•David Peter Schafer/Whitewater
•Virginia R. Stamm/Waukesha
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By Dan Ketchum

GOBankingRates .com

Not every fraud artist is a sketchy identity 

thief or faux Nigerian prince from the dark 

corners of the internet. You might end up 

committing fraud entirely by accident if you 

don’t pay careful attention this tax season.

Individual slip-ups usually result from 

negligence rather than ill intent, but even 

white lies fall into the latter category. The 

IRS is serious about nipping fraud in the 

bud—for 2017, it added 37 new steps to its 

authentication process to safeguard against 

it. For you, that means 37 new reasons to 

check and double-check your return before 

filing your taxes—plus seven more from 

GOBankingRates. Get the deductions and 

credits you’re entitled to, but make sure you 

do it legally. So that you don’t accidentally 

commit tax fraud, check out these seven 

common mistakes to avoid when filing taxes.

Filing a return with missing  

or incorrect information

It’s crucial to file complete and accurate 

tax returns—or you might be committing tax 

fraud. For example, if you paid thousands of 

dollars to attend college this year, you might 

be eligible to claim an education tax credit to 

reduce your taxes.

If you claim an education credit, howev-

er, don’t forget to include Form 8863—for 

education credits—with your return. Forget-

ting to include vital data such as your Social 

Security number—or entering it incorrect-

ly—also can create headaches.

How to avoid it: Professional tax preparers 

or tax preparation software can come in 

handy. Often, tax software with built-in e-fil-

ing won’t let you submit your forms unless 

all your necessary data is included.

Potential penalty: Typically, if you forget or 

make a mistake on your return information, 

you’ll experience delayed processing of your 

tax return. Keep in mind that omissions 

prompt the IRS to take a closer look at your 

forms—and maybe even target you for tax 

fraud. If omitted data changes your status 

from owing money to getting a refund—or 

even just makes your refund higher—your 

mistake could be interpreted as willful fail-

ure to supply information, which comes with 

penalties of up to a year in prison, $100,000 

in fines or both.

Incorrectly claiming  

the earned income tax credit

Claiming the earned income tax credit 

when you’re not eligible for it is a major 

audit trigger. If you qualify for the credit, 

which is designed to offset the burden of So-

cial Security taxes for low-to-moderate earn-

ers, you can get credited up to $6,318—but 

you must meet specific requirements. When 

filing your 2017 taxes, the EITC income lim-

its range from $15,010 to $53,930, depending 

on your marital status and number of quali-

fying children.

How to avoid it: Don’t file for the EITC 

if you have investment income exceeding 

$3,450. Child support, alimony, welfare 

compensation and workers’ compensation 

benefits do not contribute toward earned 

income. Your eligibility might fluctuate from 

year to year, so read the requirements closely 

each tax season.

Potential penalty: This issue could result 

in a delay, denial or required payback of 

your EITC refund—and possibly a ban from 

claiming the EITC for anywhere from two to 

10 years.

7ways you’re accidentally  

committing tax fraud

Turn to FRAUD on Page 3D
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TAX PREP: How to get help if you 

have questions about filling out your 

income taxes ./Page 3D
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A look at seven ways 
you might be  
committing tax 
fraud ./Home  
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Republican Senate Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald threw cold water on a couple of Gov. 

Scott Walker’s top priorities Friday, saying he 

was cut out of negotiations between the gover-

nor and Assembly on a tax cut deal and juvenile 

justice overhaul.

Fitzgerald told The Associated Press that 

both proposals, which passed the Assembly 

this week, will have serious problems getting 

through the Senate with no changes. The As-

sembly has adjourned for the year and Speaker 

Robin Vos reiterated to the AP on Friday that 

the chamber has no intention of coming back.

“If the Senate doesn’t want to pass the tax 

cut, they can kill it and take the blame,” Vos 

said.

The Assembly passed dozens of bills this 

week before quitting early Friday morning. 

That means anything that still needs Senate 

approval has to pass as is to become law.

Several major pieces of Walker’s agenda that 

he hopes to run for re-election on this year got 

through the Assembly this week. That includes 

a $100 per-child tax credit and sales tax holiday, 

a plan to close the troubled Lincoln Hills ju-

venile prison and overhaul the juvenile justice 

system, $350 million for a new adult prison, 

$4 million for more prosecutors and an incen-

tive package to persuade Kimberly-Clark not 

to shed 600 jobs in northeastern Wisconsin.

Fitzgerald didn’t commit to any of those 

passing the Senate unchanged and said he “ab-

solutely” felt like he was cut out of negotiations 

between Vos and Walker.

“They continue to cut deals between the 

governor and Assembly and I don’t know why 

they think that will result in bills becoming 

law,” he said.

Tensions among Vos, Fitzgerald and Walker 

date back to last year’s protracted budget ne-

gotiations that resulted in the spending plan 

passing two months late. Walker spokeswom-

an Amy Hasenberg did not directly address 

Fitzgerald’s complaints in a statement.

“We have been and will continue to work 

with both the Senate and Assembly to get pos-

itive things done for the people of Wisconsin,” 

Walker plans in jeopardy
Child care credit, tax holiday 

could end up scuttled 
because Assembly is done

Fitzgerald Vos Walker

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
A young man with a lot of prom-

ise took a gun to a marijuana deal.

As a result, his former friend 

was gravely wounded.

Now, the young man is going to 

prison.

The shooting on Janesville’s 

near west side Nov. 7, 2016, was 

replayed in Rock County Court on 

Friday as Judge Michael Haaken-

son sentenced Janesville resident 

Nando M. Enis, 21, to prison for 

eight years.

Fourth Ward neighbors will re-

member the events that came after 

the shooting, as heavily armed po-
lice with an armored car laid siege 

to a house, looking for the three 

suspects in the shooting.

Enis and two others had met 

Mandrick T.J. Teich, 19, on a Fourth 

Ward street so Teich could sell mar-

ijuana to Enis, according to the 

criminal complaint.

But Enis argued about the 

weed’s quality. Teich tried to take 

it back, and that’s when two shots 

were fired, according to the com-
plaint.

Defense attorney Steven Zaleski 

said the gun went off accidentally 

as the two struggled. But Assis-
tant District Attorney Mary Bricco 

blamed Enis.

Enis was originally charged 

with party to attempted first-de-

gree intentional homicide and rob-

bery by use of force, but he pleaded 

guilty to first-degree recklessly 

endangering safety.

Haakenson said Teich still has 

a bullet in his shoulder, and Teich 

is described as not the same care-

free, happy person he was before 

being shot.

Teich’s grandmother, Patri-

cia Teich, said Enis and T.J. were 

friends, and she thinks about the 

shooting every day. She said it’s 

hard to see T.J.’s scars and how he 

reacts to everyday events.

Bricco said Enis, his family and 

Enis’ school mentors say Enis isn’t 

a bad person, that he just associ-

ated with bad people and made a 

mistake.

Those are excuses, Bricco said.

“To say he isn’t a bad person is 

inaccurate,” Bricco said. “I’m not 

saying he doesn’t have redeemable 

qualities. He is obviously intelli-

gent. He had opportunities in his 

life, but he turned away from them. 

... He is a violent felon, and that has 

to have consequences.”

Bricco said Enis pointed the gun 

at Teich, but Teich thought it was 

a joke and didn’t think his friend 

would shoot him.

“Nando Enis clearly didn’t care 

about the consequences of his be-

havior,” Bricco said. “He went to 

that drug deal recklessly carrying 

a loaded weapon when he knew the 

individual he was going to get the 

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Alternative polling places 

do exist, but at least one city 
official believes the Janesville 
Police Department is the best 
location for voting while City 
Hall is undergoing renova-
tions.

Residents of Wards 3 and 4 
typically vote at City Hall, but 
because of construction, they 
will need an alternative polling 
place for the April and August 
elections.

The Janesville City Council 
has until March 3 to pick the 
location of the new polling 
place, but it likely will decide 
Monday.

At the council’s Feb. 12 meet-
ing, city Clerk/Treasurer Dave 
Godek recommended using the 
nearby police department as a 
polling place. That suggestion 
was criticized by some, who 
said minority voters might be 
uncomfortable entering a po-
lice station to vote, and their 

Police  
station 
remains 
favorite 

for voting

ON THE AGENDA

The Janesville City Coun-
cil meets at 6 p.m. Monday 
at City Hall, 18 N. Jackson St. 
Other items on the agenda 
include:

 �Possible approval of the 
city’s plan to apply for three 
grants related to the remov-
al of the Monterey Dam and 
accompanying shoreline res-
toration. The state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
previously awarded the city 
one of the grants but then 
withdrew it.

 �A public hearing on a 
proposal to change Cherry 
Street from a two-way to a 
southbound one-way road 
between Court and McKinley 
streets. The change would 
make the area safer when 
Court Street is converted to 
a two-way road later this year, 
officials say.

Council to pick 
temporary polling site

2016 Drug-deal-gone-bad turns into an 8-year prison sentence

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Nando Enis, right, sits next to attorney Steven Zaleski on Friday during Enis’ sentencing hearing at the Rock County 
Courthouse in Janesville. Enis was sentenced to eight years in prison for a 2016 shooting that stemmed from a 
marijuana deal.

‘He chose drugs’

Patricia Teich, left, the victim’s grandmother, addresses the judge during 
Nando Enis’ sentencing Friday at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville. 
On the right is Assistant District Attorney Mary Bricco.
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Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Janesville Parker’s Brooke Graesslin moves to-
wards the hoop between two Middleton defenders 
during a WIAA Division 1 regional semifinal game 
in Middleton on Friday. Parker rallied late to gain a 
56-52 win over Middleton. “I thought the girls bat-
tled the whole game and never quit fighting,” said 
Parker coach Jennah Hartwig. Parker will travel to 
Watertown tonight for a 7 p.m. game with a regional 
championship on the line. Story, Page 1B.

Parker girls shock Middleton

Dvorak
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