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Election charges filed
A Racine County man who has admitted 

to obtaining ballots in elected officials’ 

names was charged with election fraud 

and identity theft. Page 2A

‘Soul of America’
President Joe Biden said in a speech 

Thursday that ‘equality and democracy 

are under assault’ by former President 

Donald Trump and his allies. Page 7B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 67  

Warm with sun 
and clouds

More on 8A
©2022 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

CELEBRATING 177 YEARS

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

When downtown Janesville recast 

itself as a recreation-friendly urban 

center with a multimillion-dollar 

riverfront park, the city likely wasn’t 

picturing kids doing tire burnouts 

there on electric two-wheelers.

But then came the Bird scooters.

A privately run pilot program that 

is less than a month old has already 

drawn complaints about riders aban-

doning the rental e-scooters on side-

walks, in parking lots and parking 

decks, and curbside on busy streets.

More troubling, some downtown 

business operators say, is vandalism 

and defacement of public property 

since the cellphone-app-based scoot-

ers arrived. Bird’s pilot program, 

slated to continue through October, 

has made 75 of the small scooters 

available for anyone to rent with a 

debit or credit card.

The defacement is evidenced by 

dark black skid marks left on side-

walks along Milwaukee Street and in 

the ARISE Town Square.

In one spot, a rider used the drive 

tire of a scooter to scrawl what looks 

like male genitalia on the surface of 

the town square’s bike path.

Downtown developer and prop-

erty owner Paul Murphy said the 

motorized misbehavior has not sur-

prised him.

When Murphy learned last year 

that downtown business groups and 

Trouble on two wheels?
Some downtown dislike  
addition of e-scooters

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A selection of Bird scooters sit in downtown Janesville near 
the town square. The electric rental scooters are drawing 
complaints for what downtown business operators say is 
underage use, and defacement of property by youths.Turn to SCOOTERS on Page 8A

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A new national suicide 

hotline is gaining traction 
locally.

Individuals who are 
considering suicide or 
are otherwise in mental 
health crisis can call or 
text 988, the new national 
suicide hotline that went 
into effect July 16. It takes 
callers directly to the 988 
Suicide & Crisis Lifeline, 
where they’re connected 

to trained counselors.

“These trained coun-

selors will listen, under-

stand how (callers’) prob-

lems are affecting them, 

provide support and con-

nect them to resources if 

necessary,” said Tony Far-

rell Sr., volunteer execu-

tive director of the Rock 

County Suicide Preven-

tion Network.

In the last two weeks 

of July, there were 66 calls 

placed in Rock County to 

the lifeline, according to 

Shelly Missal, program 

manager of Wisconsin 

Lifeline.

By Molly Beck and  

Lawrence Andrea

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

U.S. Sen. Ron John-

son blasted Wiscon-

sin’s Republican Assem-

bly speaker this week for 

withdrawing subpoenas 

issued by former Supreme 

Court Justice Michael 

Gableman to state and 

local officials for their 

testimony behind closed 

doors about the 2020 elec-

tion.

Johnson told a Fox 

Valley business group 

Wednesday that he did 

not agree with Speaker 

Robin Vos’ decision last 

week to withdraw sub-

poenas issued by Gable-

man to the mayors of 

Madison and Green Bay 

and Wisconsin Elections 

Johnson to Vos: 
‘You just gave up’

Senator tells group 
he disagreed with 
firing Gableman

Turn to JOHNSON on Page 8A

Callers making use 
of suicide hotline
 Æ Nationwide number 
went online in July

Turn to SUICIDE on Page 7A

Lucille Kutz drops 
off her school 
supplies during a 
Thursday morning 
visit to meet her 
first grade teacher 
and explore the 
classroom at Van 
Buren Elementary 
School in 
Janesville before 
school starts in 
earnest today. At 
left, she points to 
her preferred seat.

Anthony Wahl/ 
awahl@gazettextra.
com

Ready to get back to school

No paper Monday
The Gazette will not be 

printed Monday because 

of the Labor Day holiday.
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