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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 71 | Low 57  
Times of clouds 

and sun
More on 9A

A wild win
Brewers squander 8-0 
lead, hold off Braves in 
10-9 win to salvage final 
game of weekend series 
at American Family Field . 
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JANESVILLE
The Rock County Health Department 

has lifted the county’s COVID-19 mask 
order, giving its blessing for people to go 
without face coverings in many public 

spaces.
In a notice released Friday, department 

Director Katrina Harwood announced the 
county’s order was lifted effective noon  
May 14. The word came a day after the Cen-
ters for Disease Control released new guid-
ance that people who are fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 can safely resume most 
regular activities without masks.

In a statement Friday, Harwood said the 
county was lifting its own orders. She said 
if it has been at least two weeks since a per-
son received a second dose of the Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccine or the single dose of the 

Johnson & Johnson vaccine, studies show 
it is safe to stop wearing masks in many 
situations.

“Now that more of our residents have 
been vaccinated, we are removing the 
mask order so that those people can take 
advantage of the benefits of being vacci-
nated,” Harwood said in the statement. “We 
encourage everyone to get vaccinated when 
they can. We understand that many people 
still have questions and concerns, and that 
is normal. If you are unsure about whether 
the vaccine is right for you, please talk to 

Rock County ends its mask order

By Fares Akram and Ravi Nessman
Associated Press

GAZA CITY, GAZA STRIP
Israeli warplanes unleashed a 

series of heavy airstrikes at several 
locations of Gaza City early Mon-
day, hours after Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu sig-
naled the fourth war with Gaza’s 
Hamas rulers would rage on.

Explosions rocked the city from 
north to south for 10 minutes in 
an attack that was heavier, on a 
wider area and lasted longer than 
a series of air raids 24 hours ear-
lier in which 42 Palestinians were 
killed—the deadliest single attack 
in the latest round of violence 
between Israel and the Hamas 
militant group that rules Gaza. 
The earlier Israeli airstrikes flat-
tened three buildings.

Local media reports said the 
main coastal road west of the city, 
security compounds and open 
spaces were among the targets hit 
early Monday. The power distribu-
tion company said the airstrikes 
damaged a line feeding electricity 
from the only power plant to large 
parts of southern Gaza City.

There were no immediate 

Strikes  
on Gaza 
persist
Hamas still sending  
rockets into Israeli 

territory: Authorities

Associated Press
A woman reacts Sunday amid the 
rubble of a building in Gaza City that 
was destroyed Saturday by an Israeli 
airstrike.

By Jay Reeves
Associated Press

Like more than 120 million 
other Americans, Jan Massie is 
fully vaccinated against COVID-
19 and can pretty much give up 
wearing a mask under the lat-
est guidance from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. But she is still covering her 
face, even as the temperature 
rises in her native Alabama, 
because of benefits she says are 

too great to give up.
The retired educator didn’t 

catch the illness caused by the 
new coronavirus, and she also 
didn’t get the flu or her twice-
yearly colds while masked 
during the pandemic. Unlike 
some, she has not gotten any 
hostile blowback in public for 
wearing a mask. So why quit 
now?

“I’ve worn a mask where it 
really wasn’t required,” Massie, 
who lives in suburban Birming-
ham, said Saturday. “Many peo-
ple, more than I expected, still 
are, too.”

With COVID-19 cases on the 
decline after more than 580,000 
deaths and with more than a 

third of the U.S. population fully 
vaccinated, millions are decid-
ing whether to continue wear-
ing face masks, which were both 
a shield against infection and a 
point of heated political debate 
over the past year. People have 
myriad reasons for deciding to 
stop, or continuing to wear, a 
mask.

Many are ready to put aside 
the sadness, isolation and wari-
ness of the pandemic. Ditching 
face masks—even ones bedaz-
zled with sequins or sports 
team logos—is a visible, liber-
ating way to move ahead. Yet 
others are still worried about 
new virus variants and the off 
chance they might contract the 

virus and pass it along to oth-
ers, though the risks of both are 
greatly reduced for those who 
are fully vaccinated.

Denise Duckworth was 
among the unmasked as she 
strolled through a revived 
French Quarter in New Orleans, 
where jazz musicians and tour-
ists have returned to the streets.

“I’ve always been against 
masks, and I think all their rules 
have been hypocritical, and 
they’ve been confusing,” said 
Duckworth, visiting from Kan-
sas City, Missouri.

Like most others, Duckworth 
wasn’t wearing a face mask on 

Despite new guidance, plenty of people still masking up
Different people have 

different reasons  
for sticking with masks

CDC: People who have gotten 
COVID-19 shots can forego 
masks in many situations
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases  . . . . . . . . . .41 +19 16,137
Deaths  . . . . . . . .0 0 174
 Total Change
Hosp.  . . . . . 15 (May 13) -10 (from May 6)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 25%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week .
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