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Dodgers even 

NLCS at 1-1
Justin Turner’s eighth- 

inning homer helped 

Los Angeles to a 4-3 win 

Saturday in Milwaukee. 
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Renaissance man
Bruce ‘Duke’ Seifried left  

a legacy as a musician  

and a pioneering game  

designer upon his recent 

death at age 83.  
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Bucky gets bashed
The Michigan Wolverines 

rolled to a 38-13 victory 

over the Wisconsin Badgers 

in Ann Arbor on Saturday. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 33  

Mostly cloudy 
and cool

More on 13A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

T
he Nov. 6 elections al-
ready are drawing lots 
of voters.

Janesville City Clerk 
Dave Godek said he’s seen a lot 
of absentee voting, and he ex-
pects absentee voting to exceed 
the 2014 midterm election.

“All the clerks are telling me 
they’re getting a lot more ab-
sentee ballots (than two years 

ago),” said Rock 
County Clerk 
Lisa Tollefson, 
speaking for the 
county’s munici-
pal clerks.

The early in-
terest could pres-
age a big turnout 
Nov. 6.

But a key to all this voting is 
voter registration, and a new way 
of purging voter lists is inserting 
a question mark into the process.

The state has always purged 
voter lists. Every two years, of-
ficials remove those who hadn’t 
voted in four years. The assump-
tion is that the purge removes 
those who had died or moved 
without re-registering. Those 
who simply hadn’t voted or had 
moved had to re-register before 
voting again.

The last purge of this kind hap-
pened in summer 2017. Postcards 
were sent to voters who were be-
ing purged, notifying them to 
re-register if needed.

Now, there’s a new, additional 
purge, mandated by a new state 
law. The purge is conducted by 
an organization called Electronic 
Registration Information Center, 
or ERIC.

A surge or a purge?

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville Clerk-Treasurer Dave Godek speaks with students in Val Crofts’ classroom at Milton High 
School on Oct. 9. Godek has recruited poll workers at Milton as well as Craig and Parker high schools 
for eight years. The students might be needed more than ever Nov. 6 if an anticipated surge in voting 
materializes.

Registering to vote
The new way

The newest way to register to vote is online, at myvote.wi.gov. Voters 
must prove where they live with a driver’s license or state ID card with cur-
rent address. If your license has an old address, the site allows you to link 
to the Division of Motor Vehicles, where you can update your address. But 
beware: Wednesday, Oct. 17, is the last day you can register online.

Proving residence
A current driver’s 

license or state ID card 
works. Other ways to prove 
an address include an 
intake document from a 
residential care facility or 
bank statements, credit 
card bills or utility bills 
that include an address. 
More information on 
registration can be found 
at the myvote website or 
from your municipal clerk. 
Note: Voters must reside 
at their address for at least 
10 days by Election Day in 
order to register.

The other old way
Residents can register by mail. The voter registration form, along with 

proof of residence must be postmarked to your municipal clerk no later 
than Wednesday, Oct. 17.

The old way
You may register in person in your municipal clerk’s office until 5 p.m. 

or close of business on the Friday before Election Day, whichever is later. Or 
you may register on Election Day at your polling place. In either case, you 
must provide a document proving your address.

As election nears, registration growth, voter roll exclusions may shape electorate

JANESVILLE

Standout basketball player Mistie Bass does not 

return to Janesville often.

But she looks forward to being the keynote speaker 

at a local event in November to raise money for schol-

arships for students of color who want to teach in the 

Janesville School District.

“I am a firm believer that it is important for all 

students, not just minorities, to see teachers of color in 

positions of leadership and power,” Bass said.

A resident of Lexington, Kentucky, Bass graduated 

By Jaweed Kaleem

Los Angeles Times

One of the most bitterly contest-
ed races in the Nov. 6 election is in 
Georgia, where the gubernatorial 
campaign pits Secretary of State Bri-
an Kemp, a white Republican, against 
Stacey Abrams, a Democrat who is vy-
ing to become the state’s first black 
governor.

The race became especially heated 
this week when voting rights advo-
cates filed a lawsuit accusing Kemp, 
the state’s top election official, with 
blocking more than 50,000 voter 
registrations—mostly of black resi-
dents—to hurt turnout and boost his 
campaign.

Kemp’s campaign has denied 
the accusation. The state is among 
several with laws that require exact 
matches between personal informa-
tion on voter registrations and state 
databases.

Abrams’ campaign has called on 
Kemp to resign, and spokeswoman 
Abigail Collazo said Thursday that he 
was “maliciously wielding the power 
of his office to suppress the vote for 
political gain.”

The Georgia dispute is among sev-
eral in various states that voting rights 
advocates have zeroed in on because 
of what they describe as restrictive 
voting laws, changes to early voting 
rules and polling place closures. They 
point to studies that show voter fraud 
is rare in the U.S.

The conflicts are often drawn along 

Bass reflects on growing up in Janesville 

Submitted photo
Mistie Bass with her 15-month-old son, Brazen

IF YOU GO
What: Believe & Achieve fundraising event cele-

brating 10-year anniversary of the Janesville Multi-
cultural Teacher Scholarship.

When: 5-7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 8.
Where: Pontiac Convention Center, 2809 N. Pon-

tiac Drive, Janesville.
Tickets: $50 per person. Each includes a $30 tax-de-

ductible contribution to the scholarship fund. To order 
tickets, go to cfsw.org/events. Or call the Community 
Foundation of Southern Wisconsin at 608-758-0883.
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Turn to VOTERS on Page 2A

Tollefson

Turn to MISTIE on Page 11A

Voting rights 
conflicts 

could affect 
state races
Disputes emerge along 

usual political party lines
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