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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Beverly “Bev” K. Bird
•Laura L. Brockner
•Debra J. Hanson
•Roland Glen Lettman
•Earl Victor Martin

•Karen R. McConnell
•Orpha P. McKeown
•Jeanne Annette Morrison
•Linda C. Roberts
•Robert B. Roehl

•Orlin E. Schole
•Mardella “Mardy” Simes
•Norbert A. Stone

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 33 | Low 18  

Not as cold  
with a little snow

More on 7A

Left: Union Pacific Railroad workers watch as 
a boom truck operator removes a broken rail 
Monday in Janesville. Below: Workers use a boom 
truck to remove and replace a broken rail Monday 
across North Jackson Street near Race Street in 
Janesville. Jim Dowling with Union Pacific Railroad 
said the rail broke because of the cold weather 
Sunday night. The street was closed for several 
hours Monday.

By Guy Boulton and Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

With Republican lawmak-
ers in Wisconsin set to take up 
a bill today that would prohibit 
health insurers from denying 
people coverage because of their 
pre-existing conditions, the most 
important question remains: 
Would the requirement work 
if the Affordable Care Act were 

struck down?
Insurance experts—among 

them university professors and 
the health insurance industry’s 
national trade group—contend it 
would not. They cite states that 
imposed and then abandoned 
similar requirements before the 
Affordable Care Act became law.

Without the Affordable Care 
Act, prohibiting health insur-
ers from denying people with 

pre-existing health conditions 
would result in much higher 
premiums and fewer insurance 
companies selling insurance, 
said Scott Harrington, a profes-
sor of health care management 
and insurance and risk manage-
ment at the Wharton School at the 
University of Pennsylvania.

“You will end up with an ex-
tremely unbalanced risk pool 
where the bulk of people who 
are willing to buy coverage in 
the individual market would be 
relatively less healthy than aver-
age—and that would push up pre-
miums dramatically,” Harrington 

said.
Understanding why the 

Republican bill would not work 
requires a basic understanding of 
health insurance.

The Affordable Care Act pro-
vides subsidies to help offset 
the cost of insurance and, until 
this year, required people to buy 
health insurance or pay a penalty.

“What that helped achieve 
is getting a significant number 
of relatively healthy people to 
buy coverage, which helps off-
set the cost of the sicker peo-
ple who are more likely to buy 
coverage,” said Harrington, an 

adjunct scholar at the American 
Enterprise Institute, a conserva-
tive think tank in Washington, 
D.C.

One of the reasons premiums 
have soared for health insurance 
sold directly to individuals and 
families under the Affordable 
Care Act is that not enough 
healthy people have bought in-
surance to offset the cost of people 
with health problems.

If the law were struck down, 
even fewer healthy people would 
be likely to buy health insurance.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Some south-s ide 

Janesville residents have 

clamored for a full-size 

grocery store to fill the for-

mer Pick ‘n Save building 

on Center Avenue.

The plan commission 

put a damper on that hope 

Monday night when it vot-

ed 5-1 to rezone 12.9 acres 

of the 18.6-acre commer-

cial site to light industri-

al. Jens Jorgensen voted 

against the move, and Carl 

Weber was absent.

The action still requires 

full city council approval, 

but even if it passes the 

council, not all is lost for 

those who want to see a 

new grocery store at the 

site. The remaining com-

mercial space could even-

tually attract a smaller gro-

cer to face Center Avenue.

Light industrial zon-

ing could result in a wide 

range of manufacturing 

uses from assembly to 

warehousing, but it does 

not cover heavy manufac-

turing uses, senior planner 

Brian Schweigl said.
The building has been 

empty since Pick ‘n Save 
moved out in November 
2017, leaving the south 
side without a major gro-
cery store. Janesville’s 
economic development 
office contacted nine re-
gional grocers, but none 
was interested in the site, 

Photos by Angela Major/ 

amajor@gazettextra.com

Frozen in 

its tracks

Doubts raised about health bill
Experts: State GOP plan extending protections  

for those with pre-existing conditions won’t work

Turn to HEALTH on Page 7A

Group asks move 
be made ‘as soon 

as possible’

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The group of members 

who has sought informa-
tion and transparency 
from the YMCA of Northern 
Rock County is asking the 
Y’s board to elect several 
additional board members 
“as soon as possible.”

In a letter obtained by 
The Gazette, Janesville 
attorney Larry Barton 

writes that 
a group of 
four YMCA 
m e m b e r s 
he’s rep-
resent ing 
wants the 
Y’s board to 
elect four 
more board 

members to “affirm the 
good intentions of the ex-
isting board members” and 
“reassure Y membership, 
employees and the public 
of a positive and new di-
rection by the YMCA.”

Barton’s letter, dated 
Jan. 20, comes from the 
same group of Y members 
who earlier this month 
threatened to sue the Y for 
access to financial and gov-
ernance documents.

“We want a board that’s 
going to be responsive, 
transparent, open and ac-
countable,” Barton told The 
Gazette on Monday.

The group’s request 
comes as the Y’s board an-
nounced last week it had 
hired Milwaukee law firm 
Foley & Lardner to help 

conduct an “investigation” 
into “concerns” over trans-
parency and governance.

Barton’s letter is ad-
dressed to an attorney at 
Foley & Lardner. He said 
the Y’s board in recent 
weeks has plummeted from 
14 members to nine.

Barton said an elec-
tion of additional Y board 
members would show that 
the board is serious about 
members’ concerns and 
calls for more accountabil-
ity.

“We’re very concerned 
about various things that 
have taken place, frank-
ly, over a long period of 
time. We just simply can’t 
keep doing that anymore,” 
Barton said.

Y board President Steve 
Yeko in a written statement 
on Monday acknowledged 
resignations last week by 
former board presidents 
Jeff Jensen and Jason 
Engledow. The Y on its 
website in recent months 
has shown a board mem-
bership of 14 people.

On Friday, the Y board 
elected Yeko as new presi-
dent.

Three former board 
members claim that in 2017 
and 2018, Engledow termi-
nated them from the board 
unilaterally and without 
a board vote, something 
they said the Y’s bylaws 
don’t allow. The former 
board members say they 
were ousted after they had 
asked pointed questions 
about the Y’s finances and 
governance.

In a response to a 
Gazette inquiry, Mueller 
Communicat ions ,  a 
Milwaukee firm the Y 
board hired last week to 

YMCA members 
want new board 

members elected

Barton

Turn to YMCA on Page 7A

Commission OKs Pick ‘n Save zoning change

Turn to REZONING on Page 7A

On top online
New rankings from U.S. 

News & World Reports place 

UW-Whitewater online  

programs near the top 

in state, nation. Page 3A

Bucks tip Mavs
Antetokounmpo scores 

31 points, grabs 15 

rebounds as Milwaukee 

tops Dallas, 116-106. 

Page 1B

Without a net
Federal aid programs 

risk running out of 

money as government 

shutdown continues. 
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