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ELKHORN

Megan Langhoff didn’t 

have to go to jail during her 

most recent drug treatment 

court hearing in Walworth 

County.

Back in the fall when she 

first started the program, she 

said she was getting sanc-

tioned nearly every week.

But after a few months, 

“something clicked.”

“I got sick of it,” she said 

during a recent interview. 

“I got sick of going to jail. I 

got sick of disappointing my 

family.”

Of late, Langhoff has been 

doing much better. There are 

still some “little hiccups here 

and there,” but she’s better.

She said the team of court 

and other county officials 

that runs drug court—a team 

that over the past several 

months no longer includes 

the district attorney’s office—

understands that relapses 

happen. Mistakes happen. 

Recovery isn’t linear.

The persistence and sup-

port that comes along with 

drug court is helping Lang-

hoff better her life and bring-

ing her closer and closer to 

getting back her 2-year-old 

son, Emric.

Langhoff, 30, said she 
wanted to share her experi-
ence with the program after 
The Gazette reported April 28 

on how offi-
cials worry 
that District 
A t t o r n e y 
Zeke Wieden-
feld’s stance 
on the pro-
gram could 
kill it soon.

W i e d e n -
f e l d  h a s 

taken plea deals off the table 
for defendants who want 
to be screened for the pro-
gram, a move that drug 

court supporters have said is 

behind the latest struggle to 

get enough participants.

Drug court only has about 

a half dozen participants, 

when in the past it has been 

grant-funded for about four 

times that.

The DA in the past has 

said he wanted more explicit 

criteria for who can and can-

not be a part of drug court. 

He has also said he was con-

cerned for public safety, but 

others have been quick to 

point out that many who 

were turned away from the 

‘We need support’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Megan Langhoff speaks with Walworth County Judge David Reddy 
about her current living and work situation during a drug court 
appointment at the Walworth County Judicial Center in Elkhorn 
on May 20.

Woman touts drug court program as its future seems murky

Wiedenfeld
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Veteran Jeffery Perry salutes as the national anthem begins to play during a Memo-
rial Day ceremony at Oak Hill Cemetery in Janesville on Monday.

A solemn salute on Memorial Day

By Madeline Fox

Wisconsin Public Radio

MADISON

The budgets school dis-

tricts put out each spring 

are always intended to be 

a best guess, subject to 

change depending on what 

the state ends up providing 

in per-pupil aid and other 

funding and how many 

students are enrolled at the 

district the next fall.

This year’s process is 

sure to be even more uncer-

tain.

Schools saw a signifi-

cant drop in enrollment 

last year, mostly driven by 

declines in kindergarten 

and pre-K, and districts 

can’t be sure whether their 

numbers will return to nor-

mal next year. Addition-

ally, the series of federal 

relief bills passed since 

March 2020 are set to 

inject more than $1 billion 

School budget process 
figures to have more 
unknowns than usual

By Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In April, the Biden administra-

tion announced plans to share mil-

lions of COVID-19 vaccine doses 

with the world by the end of June. 

Five weeks later, nations around 

the globe are still waiting—with 

growing impatience—to learn 

where the vaccines will go and how 

they will be distributed.

To President Joe Biden, the doses 

represent a modern-day “arsenal 

of democracy,” serving as the ulti-

mate carrot for America’s partners 

abroad, but also as a necessary tool 

for global health, capable of saving 

millions of lives and returning a 

semblance of normalcy to friends 

and foes alike.

The central question for Biden: 

What share of doses should be pro-

vided to those who need it most, 

and how many 

should be reserved 

for U.S. partners?

The answer, 

so far at least, 

appears to be that 

the administration 

will provide the 

bulk of the doses to 

COVAX, the U.N.-

backed global vac-

cine sharing program meant to 

meet the needs of lower-income 

countries. While the percentage 

is not yet finalized, it would mark 

a substantial—and immediate—

boost to the lagging COVAX effort, 

which to date has shared just  

76 million doses with needy coun-

tries.

The Biden administration is con-

sidering reserving about a fourth of 

the doses for the U.S. to dispense 

directly to individual nations of its 

choice.

The growing U.S. stockpile of 

COVID-19 vaccines is seen not only 

as a testament to American inge-

nuity but also its global privilege.

More than 50% of Americans 

have received at least one dose of 

the vaccine, and more than 135 mil-

lion are fully vaccinated, helping 

bring the rate of cases and deaths 

in the U.S. to the lowest level since 

the earliest days of the pandemic.

Scores of countries have 

requested doses from the United 

States, but to date only Mexico and 

Canada have received a combined 

US weighs vaccine sharing options

Challenges posed 
by pandemic linger 
for state districts

Only Mexico, Canada 
have received US doses
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Biden

City man arrested
A Janesville man was  

arrested after a person he is 

believed to have kidnapped 

escaped a motel where they 

were staying and called 

police. Page 3A

Five straight
Willy Adames’ two-run 

home run helped lift the 

Brewers past the Tigers 

3-2 in 10 innings  

Monday for their fifth 

win in a row. Page 1B

Capitol walkout
Democrats in the Texas 

Legislature blocked  

passage of new voting 

laws Republicans were  

set to approve late  

Sunday night. Page 8B
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