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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 54 | Low 34 
Partial sunshine
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........37 +1 15,171
Deaths ........0 0 167
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 17 (April 12) +10 (from April 5)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 21%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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In ‘Living’
As vaccinations increase, more  

people are starting to emerge from 

their COVID-19 quarantines. Page 3C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

“Primum non nocere.”

This Latin phrase, which translates 

to “First, do no harm,” is widely recog-

nized as the prime directive for doc-

tors when providing care.

While there’s no oath instruct-

ing medical personnel to actually “Do 

good,” that’s what several hope to 

accomplish as part of Docs Who Rock, 

a music fundraiser planned Saturday, 

April 24, at the Marvin Roth Pavilion 

in Lower Courthouse Park, 51 S. Main 

St., Janesville.

he concert, which runs from 1 to 

Recovery 

through 

rock ‘n’ roll
 Æ Docs Who Rock returns to raise 

money for HealthNet of Rock County

Nutty 

buddies
Janesville to host convention 

for Mr. Peanut, Planters fans

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE—Bill Person doesn’t care if you 

think he’s nutty. In fact, he considers it a compli-

ment.

“Doesn’t bother me,” he said with a laugh. 

“Not at all.”

For 30 years, Person and his wife, Kitty, 

have been active members of the Peanut Pals, 

a nationwide collective devoted to Mr. Pea-

nut and other Planters snack memorabilia. 

Founded in 1978, the group has members 

in 38 U.S. states along with a lone member 

in Canada.

“We (he and Kitty) went to our first 

Illinois, in 

Peanut Pals
Group devoted 

to Mr. Peanut to 

gather in Janesville 

later this month. 

kicks, inside

By Aamer Madhani and Matthew Lee

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden said Wednes-

day he will withdraw the remaining 

U.S. troops from the “forever war” in 

Afghanistan, declaring that the Sept. 

11 terror attacks of 20 years ago can-

not justify American forces still dying 

in the nation’s longest war.

His plan is to pull out all American 

forces—numbering 2,500 now—by 

this Sept. 11, the anniversary of the 

attacks that were coordinated from 

Afghanistan. Soon after Biden made 

his announcement, NATO chief Jens 

Stoltenberg in Brussels said the alli-

ance had agreed to withdraw its 

roughly 7,000 forces from Afghan-

istan, matching Biden’s decision to 

begin a final pullout by May 1.

The U.S. cannot continue to pour 

resources into an intractable war and 

expect different results, Biden said.

The drawdown would begin 

rather than conclude by May 1, which 

has been the deadline for full with-

drawal under a peace agreement the 

Trump administration reached with 

the Taliban last year.

“It is time to end America’s lon-

gest war,” Biden said, but he added 

that the U.S. will “not conduct a hasty 

rush to the exit.”

“We cannot continue the cycle 

of extending or expanding our mil-

itary presence in Afghanistan hop-

ing to create the ideal conditions 

for our withdrawal expecting a dif-

ferent result,” said Biden, who deliv-

ered his address from the White 

House Treaty Room, the same loca-

tion where President George W. Bush 

Biden to pull US troops from Afghanistan

Associated Press
President Joe Biden visits Section 60 of Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington, Va., on Wednesday. Biden announced 
the withdrawal of the remainder of U.S. troops from Afghani-
stan by Sept. 11, the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks 
on America.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville Fire 

Department had used the 

building at 120 St. Law-

rence Ave. to train fire-

fighters just one day before 

an actual fire barreled 

through the complex.

Training in real struc-

tures is part of a regimen 

fire department officials 

said was key in saving doz-

ens of lives when a fire 

started in the St. Lawrence 

Avenue building in the  

early-morning hours of 

March 28.

Fire Capt. Josh Uecker 

said the March 28 fire was 

the “most significant” call 

he has responded to in his 

15-year career. It required 

several ladder rescues and 

sent firefighters crawling 

through pitch-dark rooms 

as they looked for people.

“This is the fire that you 

train for,” Uecker said.

Crews responded to 

the apartment complex at 

about 3:30 a.m. that Sun-
day and immediately found 
a woman hanging out a 
second-story window and 
needing help, Uecker said.

The fire had started 
on the second floor, mak-
ing evacuation difficult for 
some people on the second 
and third floors, he said.

Battalion Chief Ron 
Bomkamp said the cause of 
the fire is still being inves-
tigated.

Firefighters sent a lad-
der to rescue the woman 
hanging out the window. 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville first responders evacuated 50 tenants from this 
downtown apartment complex at 120 St. Lawrence Ave. 
during an early morning fire March 28. Fire officials credit 
good training for the successful rescue effort.

Drawdown would begin  
by May 1, end by Sept. 11

Training key 
in fire rescue
Firefighters safely cleared 50 people  
from Janesville apartment building

Fire Capt. Josh Uecker said 

the March 28 fire was the 

‘most significant’ call he has 

responded to in his 15-year 

career. It required several 

ladder rescues and sent 

firefighters crawling through 

pitch-dark rooms as they 

looked for people.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Thirty years ago, Jennifer Ruse 

bought a sculpture of a mushroom 

someone had made with a chain-

saw.

She loved that mushroom and 

figured she could carve her own.

“I can do that,” she would say 

each day as she passed by her 

mushroom.

But she didn’t until 2018 when 

she was between jobs and bored.

Her husband heard her repeat 

the well-worn brag, and he told her, 

“Go out and get my saw, and carve 

a mushroom.”

She didn’t like his saw, so she 

went to Farm & Fleet and bought 

her own Husqvarna. A hobby grew 

into a career.

Ruse had spent the previous 

15 years managing a home health 

agency from a basement office. She 

was 51 when she carved her first 

mushroom.

“If I would’ve done it earlier, I 

probably would’ve been doing it my 

whole life,” She said. “But I didn’t. 

I wasted my life away in an office 

chair. I could’ve been outside.”

People often ask for eagles or 

bears, Ruse said, but after talking 

to the owner of her latest stump, 

she is carving something new: a 

fairy rain garden.

The top will feature a big mush-

room, flowers, leaves and grooves 

that will channel rainfall down to a 

birdbath-sized pool next to a fairy-

sized house.

Homeowner Sue Shotliff had 

cherished the big silver maple that 

hung over the backyard and alley 

Love, tree,  
chainsaw

A story of death and creation in a backyard

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Chainsaw artist Jennifer Ruse of Roadside Saw Works carves away pieces of an old silver maple tree stump as she 
works Wednesday to create sculptural mushrooms and flowers on what will become a fairy rain garden. Property owner 
Susan Shotliff had the tree removed a few weeks ago because large branches were continually breaking off when it 
stormed.

This drawing is the inspiration for chain-
saw artist Jennifer Ruse’s work on an old 
silver maple tree stump owned by Susan 
Shotliff.
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Brewers shut out Cubs

Corbin  

Burnes strikes out 10  

in six innings. Page 1B
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