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By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

F
or thousands of Afghan 
refugees at the Fort 
McCoy Army base, 
everyday supplies are 

in high demand. Basic items 

such as clothes, diapers and 

toiletries are desperately 

needed, as many families came 

to the U.S. with few posses-

sions.

In recent months, local orga-

nizations have spearheaded 

efforts to collect and deliver 

donated items to help accom-

modate those basic needs.

One such organizer, Larry 

Ballard of Janesville, began col-

lecting and delivering dona-

tions after a friend of his, an 

Afghan American soldier on 

special assignment on the base, 

reached out and asked for 

help. Since then, he has orches-

trated multiple deliveries to 

Fort McCoy over the past four 

weeks.

Ballard said he learned that 

conditions for many Afghans 

were dire when they arrived, 

and simple tasks were difficult, 

such as shaving and washing 

FROM 
HERE ...

Submitted by Larry Ballard (top); Barbara Davidson, pool photo via Associated Press (bottom)
Top: Volunteers help load bags and boxes of supplies into vans and trailers at Blackhawk Church in Mad-
ison to deliver to Fort McCoy’s Army base. These everyday items will be distributed to Afghan refugees 
who were resettled from Afghanistan. Above: An Afghan refugee looks for donated shoes at the dona-
tion center at the fort Sept. 30.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Robert Vyvyan of Milton 

underwent a common medical 
procedure in June 2015.

A probe of his esophagus led 
to a puncture, complications 
and extreme pain.

Vyvyan filed a medical mal-
practice lawsuit three years 
later against the doctor who per-
formed the procedure—Dr. Wil-
liam Brandt, an internal medi-
cine specialist at SSM Health St. 
Mary’s.

Brandt is now retired after 
providing care for 42 years in 
Janesville, one of his attorneys 
said Monday as a trial opened in 
the case in Rock County Court.

In his opening statement, 
Vyvyan’s attorney, Scott Salemi, 
repeated the accusation that 
Brandt failed to provide proper 
care, resulting in pain that 
Vyvyan continues to suffer.

Vyvyan is suing Brandt and 
MMIC Insurance for medical 
and legal costs and “such fur-
ther relief as the court deems 
just and equitable.”

Defense attorney Mark Budz-
inski countered that no medical 
procedure is risk-free, and in 
this particular procedure, punc-
tures are seen in 1% of cases.

Salemi described Vyvyan 
being rushed in “terrible pain” 
from Janesville to UW Hospital 

Man trying 
to prove 

doctor did 
not provide 
proper care

... TO 
THERE

Janesville man helps coordinate donations of essential items to refugees at Fort McCoy

Turn to DONATIONS on Page 8A

Man arrested  

after fatal crash
A 33-year-old is accused  

of homicide by intoxicated 

use of a vehicle after a  

Saturday night crash in  

Walworth County. Page 8A

Kaul slams probe
Attorney General Josh 

Kaul called on Robin Vos, 

Michael Gableman to end 

what he called the ‘fake 

investigation’ of the 2020 

general election. Page 2A

Joc-toberfest
Braves’ Pederson hits 

three-run homer to 

push Brewers to edge 

of elimination in 

National League 

playoffs. Page 1B

Malpractice claim filed 
3 years after procedure

Turn to MALPRACTICE on Page 8A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

It might have taken a surprise hit of 

employee turnover and increases to fees 

and wheel taxes to fund city roadwork, 

but the city of Janesville could make rela-

tive history if it passes its proposed 2022 

budget.

For one, city officials say, a stormwater 

fee increase and wheel tax hike will help 

the city meet its goal of trimming about  

$2 million worth of bor-
rowing it has used to fund 
its annual street repair 
program that covers 12 
miles of repairs every year.

Second, the city is 
projected to see more 
than $600,000 in sav-
ings over the next year in 
higher-than-anticipated 
employee turnover—more than three 
times the savings expected through ear-
lier projections.

In an initial budget proposal to the 
Janesville City Council on Monday, City 
Manager Mark Freitag said at an earlier 
point, the city couldn’t have planned a bal-
anced budget the way city officials now 
conceive it.

But he said the city has bridged a pro-
jected $600,000 budget gap, in part 

through a citywide focus 
on keeping spending 
and programs capped for 
another year at 2021 levels. 
He said a larger-than-ex-
pected turnover in staff 
helped, too.

Local taxpayers might 
not notice the compar-
ative windfall the city is 

seeing when they pay out what on aver-
age will be a $120 increase in taxes and 
fees—the bulk of which is coming through 
a doubling of the wheel tax to $40 per res-
idential vehicle and a shift of all curb and 
gutter replacement costs to the stormwa-
ter fund.

But Freitag and city Finance Direc-
tor David Godek said the city’s prelimi-
nary proposed budget would be the first 
in years that wouldn’t dip into hundreds 

of thousands of dollars from its rainy-day 

account.

Going back to at least 2000, city offi-

cials said, the city will not have to dig into 

reserve funds to prop up its $35.5 mil-

lion general fund, a segment of the city’s  

$115 million budget that pays for many of 

the city’s day-to-day operations.

Last year, the city tapped about 

$450,000 from reserves to restore the 

operating fund, but Freitag said that 

pales in comparison to the $600,000-plus 

in reserve funds the city drew on in 2014, 

the first budget year of Freitag’s tenure.

Freitag called the city’s new drawdown 

in borrowing and the shift away from use 

of reserves to plug a budget gap “a Janes-

ville win”—although one council mem-

ber questioned whether taxpayers will be 

City officials tout balanced budget plan

Freitag Godek

Council member says  
residents displeased  

with doubling of wheel tax

Turn to BUDGET on Page 8A
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