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Victim identified, 

suspect arrested
A woman has been arrested 
and charged in the 1999 
death of a woman who 
officials have finally 
identified. Page 2A

Is Meijer project 

still happening?
Delavan officials still 
believe supermarket  
chain Meijer plans to build 
a store in their city.  
Page 3A

Jazz win thriller
Bojan Bogdanovic’s 
buzzer-beating basket  
handed the Utah Jazz  
a 103-100 win over  
visiting Milwaukee on  
Friday night. Page 1B
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Elkhorn’s Ben Vogel, center, hugs teammate Sean Ahler, left, after the Elks’ loss to Brookfield Central in the WIAA Division 
2 boys soccer state semifinal match Friday at Uihlein Soccer Park in Milwaukee. Central scored twice in the game’s final  
16 minutes to earn a 2-1 victory. The loss ended a 21-game winning streak for Elkhorn. Brookfield Central will play Brook-
field East in the state championship game today. Story, additional photos on Page 1B.

Elkhorn hopes for state soccer title end in semifinal loss

By Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

NEW YORK

U.S. health officials announced a break-

through Friday into the cause of a mysteri-

ous outbreak of vaping illnesses, reporting 

they have a “very strong culprit.”

The same chemical compound was 

found in fluid taken from the lungs of 29 

patients across the country, the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention said. The 

compound—vitamin E acetate—was previ-

ously found in liquid from electronic cig-

arettes and other vaping devices used by 

many of those who got sick.

But this is the first time they’ve found 

a common suspect in the damaged lungs 

of patients, officials said.

“We are in a better place in terms of hav-

ing one very strong culprit,” said the CDC’s 

Dr. Anne Schuchat.

Agency officials cautioned they cannot 

rule out all other toxic substances, and it 

might take animal studies to clearly show 

vitamin E acetate causes the lung damage 

that has been seen.

More than 2,000 Americans who vape 

have gotten sick since March, many of 

them teens and young adults, and at least 

40 people have died. The bulk of the cases 

occurred in August and September, but 

new cases are still being reported.

Vitamin E acetate has only recently 

been used as a thickener in vaping fluid, 

particularly in black market vape car-

tridges. While vitamin E is safe as a vita-

min pill or to use on the skin, inhaling oily 

droplets of it can be harmful. It’s sticky and 

stays in the lungs—the CDC’s Dr. Jim Pirkle 

likened it to honey.

Many who got sick said they had vaped 

liquids that contain THC, the high-induc-

ing part of marijuana, with many saying 

they got them from friends or bought them 

on the black market.

E-cigarettes and other vaping devices 

heat a liquid into an inhalable vapor. Most 

products contained nicotine, but THC vap-

ing has been growing more common.

Pirkle said thickeners like vitamin E 

acetate probably would not be routinely 

added to nicotine liquids, which need to 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city of Janesville is 

not the only entity looking 
to build an indoor sports 
complex near Milton Ave-
nue’s retail corridor. 

The Janesville Ath-
letic Club plans to repur-
pose 24,000 square feet of 
its facility on Black Bridge 
Road to create an indoor 
sports complex, com-
plete with batting cages, 
strength training equip-
ment and one turf field that 
could host soccer, football, 
lacrosse and golf, owner 
Mark Groshan said.

The club had planned 
to build a sports complex 
by summer 2019, but it 
delayed the project to learn 
more about the city’s plans, 
Groshan said.

City staff believes a city-
owned sports complex and 
a Janesville Athletic Club 
facility could coexist, Jen 
Petruzzello, city neighbor-
hood and community ser-
vices director, said in an 
email to The Gazette.

Convention, Sports and 
Leisure—the consulting 
group hired to design the 
city’s indoor sports com-
plex feasibility plan—con-
sidered the athletic club’s 
plans in its study, Petruz-
zello said.

The consultant deter-
mined Janesville has 
enough need that both 
facilities could offer indoor 
sports amenities without 
negatively affecting each 
other, Petruzzello said.

Groshan was made 

aware of the city’s request 

for proposals of potential 

sports complex sites, but 

he chose not to participate, 

Petruzzello said.

A city-owned indoor 

sports complex still needs 

approval from the city coun-

cil, a plan for financing con-

struction and designs. The 

council is set to vote Mon-

day on a proposal to locate 

the complex in the Janes-

ville Mall.

Fall 2022 is the earliest 

the city’s complex could 

open its doors, according to 

plans outlined in a recent 

study session.

The athletic club will 

finalize its designs in spring, 

begin construction in June 

and be ready to open in 

August, Groshan said.

A city-owned indoor 

sports complex would 

include:

 � A main ice rink.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

A tumultuous week that put on 

full display the partisan agendas of 

Wisconsin Democratic Gov. Tony 

Evers and the Republican Legisla-

ture also revealed the limitations 

both face under divided government 

that increasingly results in gridlock.

Republicans started and ended 

an Evers-called special session on 

guns within seconds, taking no 

action, and they fired an Evers Cab-

inet secretary as the scowling gov-

ernor watched from the floor of the 

Senate. Democrats rebuffed three 

attempts to reverse Evers’ vetoes, 

the first override votes in nearly a 

decade.

Meanwhile, the Senate ended its 

work for the year having passed few 

bills. The Assembly is coming back 

for one more day before 2020.

Evers has signed just 20 bills into 

law during his first year in office—a 

fraction of what his predecessors 

have done under divided govern-

ments—and has vetoed seven bills in 

their entirety. If that continues, it will 

be the highest veto rate of any gover-

nor in Wisconsin history, according 

to the Legislative Reference Bureau.

In a word: gridlock.

“It disappoints me because I know 

we’re better than this,” said Dale 

Schultz, a Republican who served in 

the Legislature for 23 years before 

retiring in 2014. “I’ve seen us better 

than this.”

Much of the partisan dramatics 

resulted in very little that will affect 

the average Wisconsin family. While 

Republicans exerted their power by 

firing Evers’ agriculture secretary, 

less than two days later he appointed 

an interim replacement who will 

carry through with his administra-

tion’s goals without missing a beat.

Democrats pushed for a pair of 

gun control bills, pointing to polls 

showing broad public support and 

arguing that the measures would 

reduce the number of suicides by 

firearms and increase public safety. 

Republicans discounted the argu-

ments and took no votes on the bills 

calling for a universal background 

check and allowing judges to take 

away guns from people determined 

to be a threat.

Athletic club  
to build its own 
indoor complex

JANESVILLE

Proposed indoor sports 
complex locations

The Janesville Athletic Club plans to repurpose 
24,000 square feet of its facility on Black 
Bridge Road, A, to be an indoor sports complex 
with one turf field. The city has been planning 
for months to build a potential $33 million 
indoor sports complex at the Janesville Mall, B.

SOURCE: Google Maps
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Redesigned site 
could host variety 
of sports activities

US officials identify ‘strong culprit’ in vaping illnesses
Vitamin E acetate compound 

was found in the lungs 
of 29 patients across country

Gridlocked government
Tumultuous week in Madison reveals limits of divided power

Turn to GRIDLOCK on Page 7A

Turn to VAPING on Page 7A

Turn to CLUB on Page 6A
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