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this afternoon
More on 9A

Thousands across US 
protest Trump’s 

immigration policies

By Ellen Knickmayer

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
They wore white. They 

shook their fists in the air. 
They carried signs reading: 
“No more children in cages,” 
and “What’s next? Concentra-
tion Camps?”

In major cities and tiny 
towns, hundreds of thousands 
of marchers gathered Satur-
day across America, moved 
by accounts of children sep-
arated from their parents at 
the U.S.-Mexico border, in the 

latest act of mass resistance 

against President Donald 

Trump’s immigration policies.

Protesters flooded more 

than 700 marches, from im-

migrant-friendly cities like 

New York and Los Angeles to 

conservative Appalachia and 

Wyoming. They gathered on 

the front lawn of a Border Pa-

trol station in McAllen, Texas, 

near a detention center where 

migrant children were being 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

Joanna Marr Baker has 

lived in her home near the 

UW-Whitewater campus 

for 16 years.

She loves the location 

less than a mile from an el-

ementary school, a middle 

school and a high school. 

That’s great for her four 

children, ages 14, 12, 9 and 5.

The house, however, was 

bought in “various stages of 

disrepair,” she said. Marr 

Baker and her husband, 

who was a builder, had in-

tended to flip the house. It 

was a two-bedroom initial-

ly, so they have had to make 

some changes, she said.

The couple also isn’t as 

enthused about living near 

a college campus as they 

might have been 16 years 

ago with no children, Marr 

Baker said.

“You don’t always feel 

that the single families are 

being respected,” she said.

They’ve been looking for 

a different home on and off 

to move for years but hav-

en’t found good options.

They are not alone.

The lack of family 

housing, particularly sin-

gle-family housing, has 

troubled other residents 

and city officials, too.

Marr Baker said she has 

friends who have had trou-

ble finding homes. One of 

them recently moved to 

Janesville. Another found 

a place in Milton.

“I think that’s going to be 

the trend,” she said. “People 

are moving out, it seems.”

Although they don’t 

want to, Marr Baker said 

they, too, have considered 

leaving Whitewater.

“It’s unfortunate it’s not 

as easy as it could be,” she 

said.

Churches band together 
to help festgoers in need

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It did not matter whether you 

were Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, 
Methodist, uncertain or some-
where in between on Saturday.

Organizers at the 17th annual 
Freedom Fest wanted to help their 
neighbors. It was the unifying 
thread between the 20 church-
es that helped put on this year’s 
event, said the Rev. Earl Sias of All 
Saints Anglican Church in Janes-
ville.

In addition, dozens of local 
businesses and organizations 
loaned volunteers to the celebra-
tion, which event organizer and 
New Life Assembly of God Pastor 
Jason Karampatsos said is the 
largest single-day event in Rock 
County.

Freedom Fest required more 
than double its usual 400 volun-
teers this year to accommodate its 
expanded services. These includ-
ed the annual grocery giveaway, 
which went from supplying 500 
bags of groceries in the past to 
5,000 bags this year.

The increase was made possible 
with help from Convoy of Hope, 
an international disaster and com-
munity relief support, Karampat-

sos said. Convoy of Hope supplied 

the food, which was purchased 

with money from local corporate 

sponsors.

In years past, the church ran out 

of groceries in the first two hours, 

Karampatsos said. Organizers 

wanted to help more people this 

year.

About 100 volunteers began 

bagging groceries at 7 a.m. Sat-

urday and continued through the 

day, said Tammy McCaslin Krebs, 

volunteer leader for the grocery 

giveaway.

Temperatures cracked 80 

United by separation

Food and fun for everyone

High 
demand, 

low 
supply
 Æ Whitewater lacking 

single-family housing

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Volunteers work to fill 5,000 bags of free groceries and household supplies for ‘guests of honor’ at Saturday’s Day 
of Compassion activities at Freedom Fest at New Life Assembly of God Church in Janesville. In addition to groceries, 
guests could get health services, free haircuts, free children’s shoes, free family portraits, and community, job and 
veterans’ services.

Associated Press
Robert Martinez, with sign, yells at the Families Belong Together rally at the Capitol 
in Austin, Texas. The Saturday protest, which drew thousands to the Capitol to pro-
test family separations on the border, was among more than 700 held nationwide.
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