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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
The Walworth County Fairgrounds 

manager said Tuesday that his orga-
nization hired Honduran workers 
whose work visas were not valid, as 
federal investigators discovered.

However, the Walworth County 
Agricultural Society did not know 
the workers’ papers were not in order 
or that three workers were abused, 
the society’s 
Larry Gaffey 
to ld  The 
Gazette on 
Tuesday.

“We are 
victim of this 
whole thing, 
too,” Gaffey 
said. “It’s just 
really kind of 
sad.”

S o c i e t y 
officials have 
not  been 
charged.

An affidavit filed in U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Wis-
consin said the workers were coerced 
into staying on the fairgrounds almost 
all the time, and when they visited 
local stores, they were watched.

The workers had been recruited 
to work in landscaping in Michi-
gan, which is what their visas indi-
cated, but after their flights landed 
in Chicago, they were immediately 
driven to Elkhorn, where they were 
paid less that what they were prom-
ised, according to the affidavit. When 
the workers complained, they were 
threatened with deportation.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Rock County Jail 

continues to battle a 
COVID-19 outbreak.

As of Tuesday, 19 
inmates of the Rock County 

Jail were isolated 

after testing posi-

tive for the disease, 

said Capt. Kim Lit-

sheim, assistant jail 

administrator.

Their symp-

toms are minor, 

Litsheim said, and 

none of the inmates 

has required hospitaliza-

tion or transfer to the jail’s 

medical unit.

The jail had seen few 

case in recent months, but 

tests on Aug. 20 

detected 10 pos-

itive cases. Some 

of those inmates 

have since been 

released.

The total num-

ber of positive 

cases since Aug. 20 

is 27, including the 

initial 10, Litsheim said.

Twenty-five inmates 

were quarantined as of 

Tuesday because they had 

been in close contact with 

an infected person, Lit-

sheim said.

Litsheim said inmates 

had been moved to differ-

ent units to free up units as 

quarantine space.

“I foresee this is some-

thing we’re going to be in 

for the long haul,” Litsheim 

said.

Jail administrators 

monitor COVID-19 hospi-

talizations, and a worsen-

ing of that situation could 

prompt more changes at 

the jail, Litsheim said.

Officials had kept the 

jail at less than half of its 

capacity during much of 

the pandemic, but about 

two months ago, with con-

cern easing, the jail began 

keeping inmates who pre-

viously had been released 

with court dates or quaran-

tined in their homes with 

monitoring anklets.

The change increased 

the jail population from 

212 to numbers hovering 

near 300. That’s still well 

below capacity, which is 

around 500.

The jail continues 

to offer vaccinations to 

inmates, with 21 vaccinated 

on Tuesday, Litsheim said. 

The free clinic HealthNet 

of Rock County has been 

providing the inoculations.

The Gazette reviewed a 

small amount of surveil-

lance video from the jail 

COVID-19 outbreak at Rock County Jail now up to 27 positive cases

Litsheim

Fairground 
manager 
responds 

to charges

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Trish Brown faces eviction from her 

Milton home in addition to other cha-

otic life circumstances. Shortly after pay-

ing rent with aid she received from the 

Wisconsin Emergency Rental Assistance 

program, Brown received a notice of ten-

ancy termination, meaning she could be 

evicted on the last day of August, which 

was Tuesday.

Brown described her life over the past 

few years as a series of hardships leaving 

her spiraling in a constant state of panic 

and anxiety. After leaving her job as an 

accounts payable clerk during a stressful 

time with her ex-partner, Brown said she 

Specter of eviction looms

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Trish Brown of Milton stands inside her apartment as she speaks about how she recently received notice from her landlord that her tenancy 
was to be terminated Aug. 31. Like many others now that a federal eviction moratorium was blocked, Brown faces possible eviction as she 
struggles with personal health and domestic problems.

Trish Brown 
gives a short 
tour of her 
first-floor 
apartment 
Tuesday as 
she faces 
possible 
eviction.

Jail administrator: 
Patients isolated, 
symptoms minor

Walworth County Fair 
operators not charged  
in federal indictment

With federal moratorium lifted, Milton woman—and others—at risk

We are victim in this 

whole thing, too. It’s 

just really kind of sad.

Larry Gaffey,  

general manager  

of the Walworth 

County Fairgrounds

“ ”

Turn to FAIR on Page 10ATurn to EVICT on Page 10A

Turn to JAIL on Page 10A

Goal oriented
Janesville Craig’s boys 

soccer team picked up 

its first win of the season 

in a 5-2 decision over 

Whitewater on Tuesday 

night. Page 4B

Orchard season
The Apple Hut hobby 

orchard west of Beloit 

opens today, offering baked 

goods, cider and other fall 

staples in addition to its 

namesake fruit. Page 9A
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