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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Rock County Jail has eased its 

COVID-19 procedures, causing concern 
among some inmates.

For many months, the jail placed all new 
inmates in an isolation unit for 14 days to 
make sure they exhibited no COVID-19 
symptoms.

That practice ended July 1 as the jail tran-
sitions back to more normal procedures, 

jail Cmdr. Erik Chellevold said.

“That means they are putting other 

inmates at risk, and that’s not right,” said 

Juan Diego Rodriguez, an 

inmate who contacted The 

Gazette on Monday.

Chellevold said officials 

the plan to ease COVID-

19 restrictions in the jail 

meets the recommenda-

tions of the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Preven-

tion and the Rock County 

Public Health Department.

“We realize there comes a time when 

we have to start to re-open, based on the 

number of cases in the county and all the 

sources of information we have,” Chel-

levold said.

But Rodriguez said, “I’ve been here 

almost six months. I shouldn’t be around 
(new) inmates coming in.” He said he 
doesn’t want to carry the virus home to his 
children when he is released in about two 
weeks.

Rodriguez said other inmates are also 
worried, and many of them have health 
problems, such as diabetes or heart condi-
tions that make them more vulnerable to 
COVID-19.

“We’re not trying to cause anybody prob-
lems. We’re trying to be safe,” Rodriguez 
said. “We understand a lot of people don’t 
care about us, so we’ve got to watch out for 
ourselves. A lot of us have kids, and we’re 
trying to get home to them.”

Chellevold said new inmates are still 
asked if they have had recent contact 
with anyone infected with COVID-19 and 

Jail’s virus protocol questioned
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ROCKTON, ILL.
A national environmen-

tal conservation group is call-
ing for expanded transparency 
over risk management proto-
cols used by federal authorities 
in oversight of chemical disas-
ters, citing the Chemtool fire 
that burned for several days 
last month as a prime exam-
ple why.

Last week, affected Rockton 
residents provided testimony 
at the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s public listening 
session regarding the EPA’s 
Risk Management Plan rules.

The Sierra Club, an envi-
ronmental activism collective 
with more than 3.8 million 
members, thinks the circum-
stances of the Chemtool fire 
were not covered by the risk 

management rules and should 

have been.

“Chemtool is the poster 

child for why the risk man-

agement prevention program 

for chemical safety must be 

expanded,” Jane Williams, 

national clean air team chair 

with the Sierra Club, said.

“It’s very clear that first 

responders were completely 

unprepared for this fire. A 

common-sense risk manage-

ment prevention program 

would have helped prevent the 

Chemtool disaster and would 

have protected first respond-

ers and the frontline commu-

nity. We need to expand the 

risk management program to 

include facilities like Chem-

tool so that these disasters are 

prevented and so that commu-

nities are prepared when they 

‘Completely 
unprepared’
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An aerial truck sprays water on the Chemtool plant fire in the town of 
Rockton in Winnebago County, Illinois, on June 14. The Sierra Club, a 
national environmental conservation group, is calling for expanded 
transparency over risk management protocols used by federal author-
ities in oversight of chemical disasters such as the Chemtool fire.
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MILTON

After a lively board discus-

sion and public comment period, 

Milton School Board members 

approved changes to the district’s 

COVID-19 protocols for the 2021-22 

academic year during their meet-

ing Monday night.

Superintendent Rich Dahman 

presented the pro-

posed changes to 

the board, which 

included a return to 

typical-sized class-

rooms, prepan-

demic locker use 

and two-way hall-

ways, an end to 

mandatory wiping 

down of surfaces throughout the 

school day, and new contact tracing 

and quarantine procedures, among 

other changes.

“We will continue to monitor 

the situation during the spread of 

COVID variants and if those situa-

tions change,” Dahman explained. 

“We want to make sure we’re 

very clear that there may be some 

change in the situation and we cer-

tainly want to be able to adjust to 

those changes.”

Board member Leslie Hubert 

had concerns about the quarantine 

procedure if a student contracted 

COVID-19.

According to the proposal, 

unvaccinated students and vacci-

nated students showing COVID-19 

symptoms must quarantine if they 

are a close contact of someone with 

a confirmed case of COVID-19 as 

required by the Rock County Pub-

lic Health Department. Proof of 

vaccination is required for asymp-

tomatic contacts to stay out of 

County facility no longer  
isolating new inmates,  
jail commander says

Chellevold

Sierra Club cites Chemtool fire  
as it calls for changes at EPA
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From a chance to win 

the lottery to discounts on 

grocery tabs, Wisconsin 

residents who have yet to 

receive the COVID-19 vac-

cine are now able to get 

incentives for getting the 

shot in the arm.

A Wisconsin man played 

a key role in the devel-

opment of a smartphone 

application and a web plat-

form that brings together 

more than $168 million 

worth of nationwide incen-

tives people can get if they 

get a COVID-19 vaccine as 

immunization rates con-

tinue to decline.

Bright Mind Enrich-

ment and Schooling senior 

writer Neil Kleven of Mil-

waukee was central to out-

reach for the Vaccination 

Rewards project, according 

to BME Executive Director 

Craig Kaufman.

The app features an 

interactive map and frame-

work that allows searching 

by location, provides esti-

mated dollar values per 

reward and lets users nav-

igate directly to rewarding 

companies’ websites. BME 

also updates rewards infor-

mation on all major social 

media platforms.

“There are a lot of people 

out there who are unaware 

of the plethora of incen-

tives available,” Kleven 

said. “I wanted to use my 

creative abilities to create 

content to promote the app 

and platform. I truly hope 

the word gets out about our 

service.”

T he  Vacc ina t i on 

Rewards platform aggre-

gates all private and pub-

lic offers and promotions 

on the Google Play App 

Store through the Vaccine 

Rewards App and through 

the vaccinationrewards 

.org website, which lists 

incentive programs by 

state.

Incentives can range 

from $10 off coupons at 

Meijer stores in Wisconsin 

or free tickets to a Chicago 

music series in Illinois.

The incentives app 

and website were created 

and are maintained by 

Milwaukee-based developer helps with vaccination incentive app
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App, website curate 
offers for those who 
get COVID-19 shot
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New virus 
practices 
approved 

for 2021-22

MILTON SCHOOL BOARD

Changes scheduled to go  
into effect starting Aug. 1

Dahman
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WHO weighs in
The World Health Organization 

says countries that are rich  

in COVID-19 vaccines,  

including the US, should 

donate shots before  

giving boosters. Page 5B

Giannis, Portis shine vs. Suns
Two-time MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo  

is cementing his place among the NBA’s 

best players and high-energy reserve  

Bobby Portis is emerging as a fan favorite  

during the Milwaukee Bucks’ run  

in the NBA Finals. Page 1B
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