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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Larry D. Cooper
•Velma Arline Hageness
•Beatrice Ann Hartin
•Fayette Gordon Hensley

•Carole D. Jackowski
•Margaret A. McDade
•Kenneth D. Mellom Jr.
•Virginia M. “Ginger” Skaife

•Diane L. Taber
•Sanford F. “Sandy” Weber 
Jr.
•Dorothy M. Zimmerlee

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 70 | Low 46  

Plenty 
of sun

More on 7A

Spreading kindness
Amazon picks up documentary 

about Clinton man who sent 

daily, handmade get-well cards 

to young girl. Page 3A
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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A bullying incident that was 

widely shared on social media has 

renewed calls for the Janesville 

School District and other com-

munity groups to do more about 

bullying.

Angelia Babcock, president 

of the anti-bullying group Be a 

Rooney, said the undated videos 

show that bullying has not gotten 

better. She said the incident rein-

forces the need for a citywide 

anti-bullying ordinance.

“We need to bring all the enti-

ties to the table,” Babcock said. 

“The school district, the police 

department, the city council and 

the community.”

Babcock advocated for an 

anti-bullying ordinance that was 

tabled by the Janesville City Coun-

cil in September 2018. The mea-

sure would have applied to both 

children and adults, including par-

ents. It included a fine that started 

at $50 and reached $770 if the mat-

ter went to court, according to a 

previous story in The Gazette.

On Monday, Babcock sent the 

video clips to school, police and 

city officials. She also sent copies 

to the media.

The first clip shows a female 

student accusing another of steal-

ing something from her. The vic-

tim denies it. The female student 

hits the victim in the face twice. 

When the victim bends down to 

pick up her belongings off the 

floor, a second girl hits her in the 

side of the head.

The second video clip shows 

the victim kneeling on the floor 

with her back to the camera. The 

first female student strikes the vic-

tim in the face. When someone off 

camera tells the female student 

to “Stop, seriously,” the female 

student threatens her.

The incident appears to take 

place in a Parker High School bath-

room.

Patrick Gasper, a school district 

spokesman, confirmed the inci-

dent occurred at Parker.

Federal law prohibits the dis-

trict from revealing information 

about the victim or perpetrator.

“The school was aware of the 

situation and handled it accord-

ing to policy,” Gasper said.

The district’s anti-bullying pol-

icy allows “action up to and includ-

ing behavioral interventions, sup-

port, disciplinary action, and/or 

Bullying incident at Parker High draws criticism
Advocate says schools 
aren’t doing enough

Sports complex faces analysis

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

One of the first images James 

Lima saw in his internet research 

of Janesville was of the former 

parking plaza that hovered over 

the Rock River.

Lima was thrilled to learn 

the plaza is gone and the city is 

making strides to improve the 

downtown riverfront, he said to 

a room of about 50 people at a 

public presentation Monday.

Lima, president of James Lima 

Planning and Development in 

New York City, will spend two 

days in Janesville talking to res-

idents and city officials and ana-

lyzing plans the city has for a new 

indoor sports complex.

Janesville is making great 

strides to improve downtown 

and the city’s riverfront, two 

areas that can be attractive to 

businesses looking to move in, 

Lima said.

In two weeks, he will send the 

city a memo with his thoughts 

on how an indoor sports com-

plex might affect the city, he said. 

Neighborhood and Commu-

nity Services Director Jen Petru-

zzello said Lima’s memo will be 

shared with the city council and 

the public to inform future deci-

sions about the proposal.

She also said the indoor sports 

complex steering committee 

decided Monday that it would 

recommend the council approve 

the proposed Janesville Mall site 

at the council’s Nov. 11 meeting. 

That would allow the city to start 

designing the facility.

The Janesville Foundation  

gave the city $10,000 to bring Lima 

to town and get his input. Foun-

dation members approached the 

city with the idea, Petruzzello 

said.

Much of Lima’s presentation 

detailed projects his company 

has worked on and urban issues 

it has addressed, including hous-

ing, equal access to opportunities 

for everyone, gentrification and 

community building.

Some of those at the presen-

tation were confused when Lima 

did not go over specifics on the 

sports complex proposal.

Monday was Lima’s first day 

in Janesville, so he still had much 

to learn about the project and the 

city, he said. The purpose of Mon-

day’s meeting was to address and 

learn from the community, Lima 

said.

It was unclear before the meet-

ing that his analysis had not 

begun.

Petruzzello said the indoor 

sports complex would be one of 

the largest projects the city has 

completed in recent history, so 

it wants the best information 

By Robert Burns, Lolita C. 

Baldor and Matthew Lee

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump 

on Monday cast his decision 

to abandon Kurdish fight-

ers in Syria as fulfilling a 

campaign promise to with-

draw from “endless war” 

in the Middle East, even as 

Republican critics and oth-

ers said he was sacrificing a 

U.S. ally and undermining 

American credibility.

Trump declared U.S. 

troops would step aside for 

an expected Turkish attack 

on the 

K u r d s , 

w h o 

h a v e 

f o u g h t 

a l o n g -

s i d e 

A m e r i -

cans for 

years, but he then threat-

ened to destroy the Turks’ 

economy if they went too 

far.

Even Trump’s staunch-

est Republican congressio-

nal allies expressed outrage 

at the prospect of abandon-

ing Syrian Kurds who had 

fought the Islamic State 

group with American arms 

and advice. It was the lat-

est example of Trump’s 

approach to foreign pol-

icy that critics condemn as 

impulsive, that he some-

times reverses and that 

Trump 
defends 
pullout 

decision
 Æ Critics: Move equates 

to sacrificing Kurdish ally

Cross country athletes run out of daylight during practice Monday in Janesville

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The sun sets behind St. Paul’s Lutheran School students participating in cross country practice Monday near Blackhawk Golf Course in Janesville.
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• Anger 

flares: Syria’s Kurds 
stand to lose auton-
omy gained during 
civil war./Page 6B

Always adjusting
Packers coach Matt LaFleur 

follows through on plan 

to adapt offense to fit players 

team has available. Page 1B
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Consultant to offer 
thoughts on proposal
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