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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 65  
Variable clouds; 
breezy, humid
More on 8A

High-profile donors
Steven Spielberg and his wife, 
Kate Capshaw, were among 31 
donors who gave the maximum 
of $20,000 to Gov. Tony Evers’ 
reelection campaign. Page 2A

Football on its way
After a brief foray into the  
Badger Large, Janesville 
Craig and Janesville Parker 
will return to the Big Eight Conference  
in football this season. Page 1B
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Up in the air

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Elections officials from 

across the country meet-
ing under heightened secu-
rity were urged Tuesday to 
prepare for supply chain 
issues that could lead to 
shortages in paper used for 
everything from ballots to 
“I voted” stickers for years 
to come.

The summer meeting of 
the National Association 
of State Election Directors 
brought together nearly 
200 people, including elec-
tions directors from 33 
states, experts in election 
security, interest groups 
that work with elections, 
vendors and others.

Election security experts 
told the directors to be pre-
pared for possibly years of 
supply chain issues affect-
ing paper, computer hard-
ware and other things.

The supply chain as 
it affects elections might 
not return to normal until 
2026, said Ed Smith, a 
longtime election technol-
ogy and administration 
veteran who chairs a fed-
eral government-industry 
coordinating council that 
works on election security 

issues.

The lead time to obtain 

election hardware is two- 

to three-times longer than 

the norm, a delay not seen 

since 1999 or 2000, Smith 

said. Costs are also higher 

and elections officials 

should be prepared for 

spotty and unpredictable 

problems due to transpor-

tation and pandemic-re-

lated shutdowns, he said.

The supply chain issues 

are largely sparked by the 

COVID-19 pandemic and 

exacerbated by worldwide 

closures of factories and a 

drop in people in the work-

force. They have been felt 

by a wide array of indus-

tries.

Elections officials pre-

paring for the November 

midterm are also bracing 

for their own problems 

that could make it diffi-

cult to get paper needed 

to print ballots, informa-

tional inserts and other 

materials needed to run an 

election.

“Certainly, the paper 

supply has been the lean-

est it’s ever been,” said Jim 

Suver, co-chair of a federal 

election security working 

group that focuses on sup-

ply chain issues. The big-

gest crunch will start in 

September, when all states 

are working toward the 

same November election, 

he said.

Shortages could 
affect elections

Experts warn  
officials during  

3-day symposium

By Seth Borenstein

AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON
For most of the major 

carbon-polluting nations, 
promising to fight climate 
change is a lot easier than 
actually doing it. In the 

United States, President 

Joe Biden has learned that 

the hard way.

Among the 10 big-

gest carbon emitters, only 

the European Union has 

enacted polices close to 

or consistent with inter-

national goals of limiting 

warming to just a few 

more tenths of a degrees, 

according to scientists and 

experts who track climate 

action in countries.

But Europe, which 

is broiling through a 

record-smashing heat 

wave and hosting climate 

talks this week, also faces 

a short-term winter energy 

crunch, which could cause 

the continent to back-

track a tad and push other 

nations into longer, dirtier 

energy deals, experts said.

“Even if Europe meets 

all of its climate goals 

and the rest of us don’t, 

we all lose,” said Kate 

Larsen, head of interna-

tional energy and climate 

for the research firm Rho-

dium Group. Emissions of 

heat-trapping gases don’t 

‘It’s a grim outlook’: Main culprits miss emission reduction targets

Above: Brooke Dennis works on her aerial 
silks routine Tuesday at Traxler Park in 
Janesville with her Janesville-based aerial 
dance studio, Up With Dance Wisconsin. 
The dancers said they were preparing for 
an upcoming show.

Right: Rixxi Yoshimura holds a pose 
during an aerial dance practice with 
Janesville-based aerial dance studio Up 
With Dance Wisconsin in Janesville’s Trax-
ler Park. The dancers said they were prac-
ticing for an upcoming show.
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MILTON

The Milton Fire Com-

mission is meeting tonight 

to discuss an intergovern-

mental agreement that 

would lead to the Edger-
ton Fire Protection District 
providing coverage for the 
city. The city and the towns 
of Milton, Johnstown and 
Lima then plan to hold a 
special meeting Tuesday 
to consider accepting the 
agreement.

Until the end of 2021, 
Milton was under an agree-
ment with the city of Janes-
ville in which the Janesville 
fire chief also served as Mil-
ton’s chief. With Milton 

having spent more than a 
year looking into joining 
the Edgerton district, it 
has appointed its battalion 
chief to be the interim fire 
chief while it works on the 
deal and considers a refer-
endum to build a new sta-
tion.

Edgerton Fire Chief 
Randy Pickering told The 
Gazette on July 7 that he 
worked with his city’s legal 
counsel to submit the pro-
posed agreement to the 

four municipalities.

Milton Town Chair 

Brian Meyer said Tues-

day the town’s legal coun-

sel reviewed the IGA and 

made adjustments, but he 

would not elaborate what 
those changes were. The 
towns of Johnstown and 
Lima could not be reached 
for comment.

The goal of the agree-
ment, Edgerton and Milton 
officials have said, is to save 
costs but keep response 
times as low as possible.

As drafted, it calls for 
at least three fire stations 
covering roughly 200 
square miles across north-
eastern Rock County. The 

agreement would start 

with one station each in 

Milton and Edgerton.

The city of Milton is eye-

ing a referendum to build 

a second fire station near 

the business park in the 

area of Highway 59 and 

County M, but wording 

has not yet been approved. 

Pickering told The Gazette 

on July 7 there is a desire 

to build another station 

RELATED
• No emergency decla-

ration yet: President Joe Biden 
is scheduled to travel to Massachu-
setts today to promote his adminis-
tration’s climate change efforts, but 
the White House will not be declaring 
an emergency as some activists have 
called for./Page 5B

Milton, towns to discuss fire agreement
They have been 

eyeing move into 
Edgerton district

Turn to FIRE on Page 7A

The goal of the agreement, 

Edgerton and Milton officials 

have said, is to save costs 

but keep response times  

as low as possible.

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=7e5f3355-ad37-5a38-a351-e968be8dbeb2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=7e5f3355-ad37-5a38-a351-e968be8dbeb2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=7e5f3355-ad37-5a38-a351-e968be8dbeb2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=7e5f3355-ad37-5a38-a351-e968be8dbeb2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=7e5f3355-ad37-5a38-a351-e968be8dbeb2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=7e5f3355-ad37-5a38-a351-e968be8dbeb2

