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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Susan Lee Arnold
•Edward J. Cygan Sr.
•August John Hartlaub
•Kenneth “Kenny” Jenson
•Richard A. Klementz
•Allen C. Lehman

•Barb E. Nehls
•Suzanne E. Rasmussen
•Richard E. “Dick” Rood
•Robert “Bob” Rowley
•Joan Ellen Schulte

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 58  

Some sun  
and not as warm

More on 7A

Yelich’s rise
The Brewers outfielder 

tweaked his approach at the 

plate after the 2018 All-Star 

Game and rode the changes 

to superstardom. Page 1B
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Tap along
Summer school 

production of ‘42nd 

Street’ coming to 

Parker High later this 

month. kicks, inside

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Alyx Wakenight, 2, reaches up to touch the small panfish his mother caught while the family cooled off at Storrs Lake Wildlife Area 
in Milton on Wednesday. The heat of the last few days will relent somewhat today with a high temperature around 80 degrees.

A place to cool down

 Æ Beloit deploys a band of goats to eat 
through invasive plants in Big Hill Park

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

BELOIT
Conservationist Kevin Kawula snapped 

off an invasive European buckthorn branch 
hanging over a hiking path at Big Hill Park 
and tossed it over an electric fence encircling 
an overgrown 1-acre prairie plot.

The branch landed among a herd of spi-
ral-horned goats quietly grazing in the fenced 
area.

Three goats startled, then regarded the 
buckthorn sprig with unblinking eyes that 
had coin slot-shaped pupils.

One goat grunted, raising the attention 
of a squadron of about 25 others. The goat 
bleated. Then 
it and about 
15 other goats 
raced to the 
felled branch, 
d e s c e n d i n g 
on it from all 
sides. A frenzy 
of gnawing, 
gnashing goat 
teeth tore away 
bark, leaves and 
berries.

This was not 
the goat-zombie 
apocalypse.

But staff at 
the Welty Envi-
ronmental Cen-
ter at Beloit’s 
Big Hill Park 
hope that a tribe 
of 70 goats-for-
hire will inflict 
a grisly death 
upon inva-
sive plants that 
have weakened 
and altered the 
park’s native 
prairie ecosys-
tem.

Brenda Plakans, Welty’s executive director, 
is in charge of the goat-grazing pilot program 
funded by patrons and donors to her non-
profit education and conservation group. She 

One hungry 
clean-up crew

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
One of a herd of 70 goats grazes on an invasive 
wild parsnip in a paddock of fenced-in prairie at 
Big Hill Park in Beloit. Welty Environmental Cen-
ter, which operates in the 190-acre park, is using 
the goats to help clear invasive plants that are 
taking over the prairie.

IF YOU GO
What: The Welty Envi-

ronmental Center is host-
ing a family lunch with the 
weed-grazing goats at Big 
Hill Park’s oak savanna 
prairie. It includes a brat 
or hot dog lunch and a 
meet-and-greet with 
some of the 70 goats-
for-hire that are clearing 
invasive plants to help 
restore Big Hill’s native 
prairie ecosystem. Peo-
ple also can sponsor a 
goat to help Welty pay for 
the cost of the goat-graz-
ing program.

When: Noon-3 p.m. 
Sunday, July 14.

Where: 1201 W. Big Hill 
Road, Beloit.

Cost: $4-$6. People 
can sponsor a goat by 
visiting the Welty center’s 
web page at weltycenter 
.org/welty-goat-herd 
-sponsorship.

Outcry builds over how 
Cabinet member handled 
sex crimes case in 2000s

By Jill Colvin and Richard Lardner

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Trying to tamp down calls for his res-

ignation, Labor Secretary Alex Acosta 

on Wednesday defended his handling 

of a sex-trafficking case involving now-

jailed financier Jeffrey Epstein, insist-

ing he got the toughest deal he could 

at the time.

In a nearly hour-long news confer-

ence, Acosta retraced the steps that fed-

eral prosecutors took in the case when 

he was U.S. attorney for the Southern 

District of Florida a decade ago, insist-

ing that “in our heart we were trying to 

do the right thing for these victims.” He 

said prosecutors were working to avoid 

a more lenient arrangement that would 
have allowed Epstein to “walk free.”

“We believe that we proceeded appro-
priately,” he said, a contention chal-
lenged by critics who say Epstein’s pen-
alty was egregiously light.

The episode reignited this week 
when federal prosecutors in New York 
brought a new round of child sex-traf-
ficking charges against the wealthy 
hedge fund manager. And on Wednes-
day, a new accuser stepped forward to 
say Epstein raped her in his New York 
mansion when she was 15.

Jennifer Araoz, now 32, told “Today” 
she never went to police because she 
feared retribution from the well-con-
nected Epstein. She now has filed court 
papers that are preparatory to suing 
him.

While the handling of the case arose 

$12,000 in legal fees 
was spent on case  

of stolen toilet paper

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A longtime Rock County 

employee fired amid accu-

sations that she stole 11 rolls 

of toilet paper from the Rock 

Haven nursing home has 

been reinstated to her job.

The county has spent more 

than $12,000 in legal fees on 

the case.

Rock County Board mem-

bers voted 19-7 June 27 to 

reverse decisions made by 

the nursing home adminis-

trator, Rock County Human 

Resources Director Annette 

Mikula and an impartial 

hearing officer to fire Patti 

Wilbanks, a certified nursing 

assistant.

Wilbanks has denied 

stealing toilet paper from a 

restroom over the course of 

a month.

Some county board mem-

bers questioned why the 

county triggered a lengthy, 

time-consuming process over 

the theft of toilet paper.

“At some point, some-

body should probably think 

on their own and be like, 

‘Why are we going so far on 

this? What is this costing the 

county? What are our pri-

orities? What’s important 

to us?’” board member Yuri 

Rashkin said.

Rock County has paid 

Shana Lewis, its outside legal 

counsel, $12,801 through May 

31 to handle the grievance.

Rock County Administra-

tor Josh Smith said last week 

the county will review its 

grievance policy and could 
bring it back to the board for 
changes. He also said some 
county board members are 
interested in looking into 
employment practices at 
Rock Haven.

“I think there is going to be 
outcomes from this that will 
give us more insights into our 
process issues,” Smith said.

The Gazette has a pending 
open records request seeking 
more details on the case.

The board’s vote June 27 
came after a lengthy Stage 5 
grievance hearing in which 

County reinstates worker fired over theft claims
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Acosta defends actions

Associated Press
Labor Secretary Alex Acosta speaks during 
a press conference at the Department of 
Labor on Wednesday in Washington
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