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Bucks get revenge for Christmas Day loss
Milwaukee defeated visiting Philadelphia, 112-101. Page 1B

Money for Wisconsin schools or a tax cut?
Gov. Tony Evers and GOP leaders clash over surplus. Page 3A

Madison East girls 

top Parker, 72-51
A 13-0 run in the first half 

by the Purgolders gave them 

an advantage the host Vikings 

could not overcome in a Big 

Eight game Thursday. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
By way of a traumatic brain 

injury and a 10-year residency in 

Colorado, a Janesville native has 

developed plans to help eliminate a 

little-discussed environmental haz-

ard: garbage can slop.

Frank Ritter, a former industrial 

worker and distribution trucker, 

recently returned home to Wiscon-

sin and brought with him a pend-

ing patent on a prototype device 

that clamps on garbage cans and 

scours them clean with an all-natu-

ral, water-free cleanser.

Ritter, 57, said his device uses 

forced air, suction and crystals 

bathed in lemon oil to convert gar-

bage can sludge seething with bac-

teria and chemicals into a pow-

der-like waste that can be safely 

discarded in landfills.

He said he spent 10 years 

developing the prototype and gain-

ing a patent and support from envi-

ronmental and public health agen-

cies.

The device, which Ritter has 

called “Lem-It-Shine,” is an envi-

ronmentally friendly alternative 

to using a garden hose to rinse out 

garbage-can sludge.

The problem with the hose 

method, Ritter said, is that peo-

ple dump the bacteria-laden waste-

water into the street. From there, 

it runs into the storm sewer and 

introduces contaminants into the 

groundwater.

It’s not illegal in Wisconsin to 

hose-blast gunk out of your garbage 

can. But Ritter said Colorado offi-

cials showed him research on how 

garbage can liquid that’s dumped 

in a municipal wastewater infra-

structure contributes to a buildup 

of bacteria and fertilizer in streams, 

lakes and groundwater.

Ritter left Janesville, his 

hometown, a decade ago after sus-

taining a brain injury while unload-

ing goods from an improperly bal-

anced semitrailer truck.

Now he’s back, and he wants to 

find a Wisconsin manufacturer to 

produce his can-cleaning system, 

which he has tested himself.

Ritter said he decided to launch 

his product here after reading 

about Gov. Tony Evers’ clean water 

initiative, a plan some lawmakers 

and environmental groups hope 

will be funded with millions of 

state dollars.

Ritter believes the Lem-It-Shine 

will help keep one source of dirty 

water out of the environment and 

make garbage cans cleaner and less 

attractive to disease-carrying ani-

mals.

His intentions are surgical. He 

said he won’t deal with speculators, 

but he has touted his system to city 

Janesville native dreams up clean solution for dirty problem

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Janesville native Frank Ritter shows off his garbage can cleaning device at a relative’s house in Edgerton on Thursday.  
Ritter has developed a bulkhead that sits on top of garbage cans and uses air flow, suction and natural oil-soaked crys-
tals to scour the cans clean. He’s trying to show a prototype of his device to manufacturers in Wisconsin, where the gov-
ernor is making clean water a priority.

It’s in the can

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Rock County Board wants voters’ 

opinions on the upcoming state redistrict-

ing process.

The board voted Jan. 23 to add a refer-

endum to the April 7 ballot, asking voters 

whether the state Legislature should cre-

ate a nonpartisan procedure for drawing 

legislative and congressional district plans 

and maps.

Except for the cost of publishing a notice 

in The Gazette, the referendum will not 

add to the cost of the ballot process, Rock 

County Clerk Lisa Tollefson said.

District lines are redrawn every 10 years 

after the census. The process has become 

increasingly politicized and has raised 

concerns that the majority party is able 

to redraw the lines to keep itself in power.

Supervisor Richard Bostwick proposed 

the referendum resolution after a constitu-

ent asked him about redistricting.

“After talking with the constituent, I 

realized that it was a good idea to do this,” 

he said.

A redistricting resolution was proposed 

in 2014, but it did not include a referendum 

question. Bostwick said he wanted to raise 

the topic again after seeing other counties 

conduct referendums.

“The fact of the matter is, this (nonpar-

tisan redistricting) is enjoying bipartisan 

support statewide,” Bostwick said.

“We’re not breaking any new ground 

here. We’re just going along with what 

the trend is statewide,” he said. “Other 

counties have already had referendums, 
and they’ve all passed handily, and those 
are in counties that both lean Democratic 
and lean Republican. It’s something peo-
ple are just thinking is a good idea. Fair-
ness in elections is always good.”

Counties don’t have much say in the 
redistricting process because it’s done at 
the state level. However, the resolution 
could help residents show elected offi-
cials what they are thinking, Rock County 
Administrator Josh Smith said.

By Aamer Madhani  

and Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Dispatching Cabi-

net secretaries across the 

country to woo Iowa vot-

ers. Using private cash to 

finance an official made-

for-TV moment. Delivering 

a State of the Union address 

that doubled as a campaign 

kickoff speech. Holding an 

impeachment acquittal 

victory rally in the White 

House East Room.

President Donald Trump 

made clear this week that 

he has no qualms about 

using the powers of his 

office to court voters in an 

election year. As he emerges 

from the impeachment 

drama, claiming vindica-

tion, Trump appears all the 

more emboldened to blur 

the lines between public 

and private endeavors.

That mindset was on 

full display Thursday as he 

used the White House as the 

setting for a scorched-earth 

victory speech celebrating 

his acquittal by the Senate 

following his impeachment 

by the House. Just days 

earlier, Trump delivered a 

speech in front of a joint ses-

sion of Congress that could 

have been mistaken for a 

low-key Trump rally, com-

plete with partisan incanta-

tions from Republicans in 

the chamber of “Four more 

years!” Similar chants have 

rung out through various 

rooms of the White House 

as Trump has hosted events 

that took on sharply parti-

san tones.

Several Democratic law-

makers expressed frustra-

tion following the State of 

the Union that Trump went 

overboard on the politics 

in what is supposed to be a 

constitutionally proscribed 

opportunity to “give to the 

Trump has no qualms about using  
presidency to court voters

Associated Press
President Donald Trump delivers his State of the Union 
address to a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington on Tuesday. President Trump has shown that he is will-
ing to use the power of his office as he campaigns for a sec-
ond term as president.

Nonpartisan redistricting? Rock County referendum to ask voters if they support 
a nonpartisan means to redraw state’s voting districts

Blurring 
the lines
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