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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Mary J. Bennett
•Nancy Ann Dooley
•Eunice V. Ellifson
•Raymond P. Hewes
•David Richard Kamholz
•Bette Mae Shaw

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 46  
Occasional rain 
and a t-storm
More on 7A

More tech school funding approved
Republicans on budget committee approve more money for 
state technical colleges—but less than Evers wanted. Page 2A

Series victory
Christian Yelich slugged  

two home runs as the  
Milwaukee Brewers beat  

the Philadelphia Phillies 
11-3 Thursday  

afternoon. Page 1B

White House unveils immigration proposal
The Trump administration’s plan would institute a merit-based 
system to decide who should be allowed into the US. Page 6B

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Blackhawk Community 

Credit Union is abandon-
ing plans to build a new, 
riverfront headquarters 
and museum development 
along South Water Street in 
downtown Janesville.

Instead, the credit union 
plans to break up the devel-
opment across two prop-
erties—the former Chase 
Bank on West Milwaukee 
Street downtown and the 
Moose Lodge site on the 
city’s west side.

Credit Union CEO Sherri 
Stumpf said the credit 
union intends to buy the 
former Chase Bank at 100 
W. Milwaukee St., which 
has been vacant since late 
2016, and buy the 15-acre 
Moose Lodge property at 
2701 Rockport Road.

The 24,000-square-foot 
former Chase Bank would 
house a planned “legacy 
center” that would act as a 
museum to honor the his-
tory of autoworkers who 
labored at the former Gen-
eral Motors’ Janesville 
assembly plant. The Moose 
Lodge property would 
house the credit union’s 
future corporate head-
quarters and act as a com-
pany “campus” that could 
accommodate the credit 
union’s growth, Stumpf 
told The Gazette on Thurs-
day.

“Timing” and “com-

plexity” of the original proj-

ect site spurred the change 

in plans, Blackhawk wrote 

in a news release Thursday.

The change comes 

after a set of ballyhooed 

announcements last Sep-

tember by Blackhawk that 

it planned to build $30 mil-

lion Reflections Plaza—a 

corporate headquarters, 

legacy center and multi-use 

commercial space—along a 

two-block stretch of South 

Water Street properties 

along the east shore of the 

Rock River between Hed-

berg Public Library and 

West Court Street.

The credit union had 

been in talks with the city in 

early April over a proposal 

by the credit union for the 

city to buy the South Water 

Street properties from a 

private owner and pay for 

any environmental cleanup 

needed at the sites—an esti-

mated $7.1 million up-front 

deal. The cleaned site would 

have been sold to the credit 

union for $1.

In the wake of Black-

hawk’s Thursday announce-

ment, that deal apparently 

is now off the table.

She reportedly told sister 
earlier on day she died that 

she was afraid to stay there

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

DARIEN

Two months after a couple in Darien 

broke up, the man shot and killed the 

woman Monday night before taking 

his own life, Delavan’s police chief said 

Thursday.

The investigation shows Casey J. 

DePriest, 29, shot and killed Jenna M. 

Brovold, 29, and shot Jenna’s brother, 

Evan A. Brovold, 26, who survived.

DePriest then took his own life, 

according to a police news release.

DePriest and Jenna Brovold had 

lived together where the shooting took 

place—a house at 452 Buckingham 

Court in Darien—before their relation-

ship ended, according to the release.

The shooting is thus considered a 

domestic violence incident, Chief Jim 

Hansen told The Gazette on Thursday.

Earlier on Monday, Jenna Brovold 

had told her sister she was afraid to 

stay at her home that evening because 

DePriest had made a threatening com-

ment to the effect of, “You will be sorry,” 

according to a search warrant affidavit 

obtained by The Gazette on Thursday.

Police found DePriest’s silver Sonata 

parked in the gravel drive of Darien’s 

Wildwood Park, which is walking dis-

tance from the home on Buckingham 

Court, according to the affidavit.

DePriest was at the house Monday 

and confronted Evan Brovold when he 

showed up, Hansen said. The affidavit 

says Evan Brovold told police DePriest 

shot him in the shoulder.

DePriest was the first to call 911, 

Hansen said. Evan Brovold also called 

911.

At least one of the calls was received 

at the Walworth County Dispatch Cen-

ter at about 6 p.m. Monday, police have 

said.

SWAT officers breached the door 

and found the bodies after “several 

hours of attempted negotiations and 

investigative leads,” according to an 

earlier news release.

Hansen said police never made 

contact with DePriest. The Walworth 

County SWAT team entered the home 

at 9:43 p.m., according to the affidavit.

Police released the scene at 4:30 a.m. 

Tuesday. The autopsies have been com-

pleted, but he said the reports are still 

being finalized.

Hansen said there was damage to 

the house, but he did not specify what 

kind of damage.

Two firearms are among the evi-

dence listed as seized with the search 

warrant—a .40-caliber semi-auto-

matic handgun with seven rounds in 

Darien police: Man killed ex-girlfriend at home they shared

Brovold

DePriest

Experts: Online sales, 
pickups boost county  

in key economic metric
By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Despite the loss of several major 

retailers over the last year, Rock Coun-

ty’s retail spending continues to surge 

in a big way.

Retail spending in the first quarter 

of 2019 leaped by 13.8 percent over the 

same period last year, from $652 mil-

lion in early 2018 to $742 million last 

quarter, according to state Department 

of Revenue sales tax receipts.

That’s by far the biggest jump in 

consumer spending in the nine years 

The Gazette has tracked retail sales on 

its Quarterly Economic Dashboard. It 

outpaces national averages for retail 

spending in the same period.

That occurred despite the store clo-

sures that have erased several hundred 

thousand square feet of occupied floor 

space and millions of dollars of inven-

tory in Rock County—and that’s just 

counting the recent closures of Boston 

Store, Sears and Toys R Us.

The jump in local spending might 

seem counterintuitive, given national 

headlines on the purported retail store 

apocalypse driven by the trend toward 

online shopping.

Retail experts and local store man-

agers offer one explanation, and it 

Retail spending 
trending higher

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Blain’s Farm & Fleet employee Brad Lux loads a box into the back of a vehicle in the store’s drive-thru lane Thursday in 
Janesville. Farm & Fleet allows customers to shop online and pick up their orders at the store.

ROCK COUNTY

First quarter
retail sales

Dollars in
millions

SOURCE: Wisconsin Department of Revenue

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com
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First quarter sales each year

Retail spending in Rock 
County in the first quarter of 
2019 was $742 million, the 
most in a first quarter since 

at least 2011.Turn to SPENDING on Page 7A

Turn to DARIEN on Page 6A

Credit union  
loses interest  
in plaza plan
Instead of riverfront development,  
Blackhawk will split project in two

‘Timing’ and ‘complexity’ 

of the original project site 

spurred the change in plans, 

Blackhawk wrote in a news 

release on Thursday.

Turn to PLAZA on Page 7A
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