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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Christopher D. Gullickson
•Angela L. Hines
•Betty J. Saunders
•Richard Neil Wallace
•Lawrence H. Whiting III

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 29  

Sunny much  
of the time

More on 9A

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Peeling and chipped paint covers the 

dilapidated brick and concrete building 
at Rockport Road and South Washing-
ton Street.

Rusty grates cover broken windows 
on one side. Weathered wood conceals 
windows on the other. Tame graffiti de-
faces—perhaps improves—the exterior.

The building’s contents, visible 
through the broken glass, include a 

Mobil gas station sign and an old car. 

The vehicle was once robin’s egg blue, 

but the color has faded beneath a thick 

layer of dust.

The building has been vacant so long, 

city officials can only speculate what it 

used to be. It might have been a print 

shop, then storage space for the owner. 

Now, it likely awaits a pending raze-or-

repair order, city Housing Services Di-

rector Kelly Bedessem said.

Anybody in there?
Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

The dilapidated building at Rockport Road and South Washington Street is among those on the city’s new vacant building registry.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

RICHFIELD, MINN.

E
very day after leaving St. 
Mary’s School in Janesville, 
Maria Regan Gonzalez would 

walk to her mother’s place of 

work, the YWCA, and help out 

by watching kids or cleaning.

“Growing up 

as a kid, I saw 

my mom and 

dad extremely 

involved in our 

community, 

and they taught 

us the values 

of community 

service,” Regan 

Gonzalez said 

Wednesday in a 

telephone interview.

She never considered politics 

for a career, but she said her 

parents’ example led her on a 

path to being elected mayor of 

Richfield, Minnesota, on Nov. 6.

Her afternoons at the Janes-

ville YWCA—located near the 

courthouse back then but now 

on the city’s south side—came at 

a time when the city was seeing 

an influx of Spanish speakers, 

many of whom looked to the 

YWCA for help. Her mother, 

Belem Regan Gonzalez, was the 

organization’s Hispanic out-

reach coordinator.

“Of course I was inspired by 

my mom, who just works tire-

lessly in our community to help 

people get resources,” she said.

Maria graduated from Craig 

High School in 2004. She had 

been involved in the Human 

Relations Club with an inspiring 

teacher, Santo Carfora. She was 

one of three members of the 

Gay-Straight Alliance and wrote 

a column about social and envi-

ronmental issues for the school 

Ms. Mayor: Craig High grad to lead Twin Cities suburb

Submitted photo
Janesville native Maria Regan Gonzalez speaks during a campaign event 
in Richfield, Minn., recently. On Nov. 6, she was elected as Minnesota’s 
first-ever Latina mayor.

Regan  
Gonzalez

By Lee Bergquist

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

This time of the year, the sight of blaze or-

ange and whitetails draped on cars might seem 

commonplace in many corners of the state.

But with the annual gun deer hunting sea-

son just days away, declining participation in 

a Wisconsin cultural tradition is threatening 

funding for an array of state conservation pro-

grams, a nonpartisan research group says.

A drop in deer hunters, heavily influenced 

by an aging hunting population, means less 

money for managing a burgeoning deer popu-

lation and taking on challenging wildlife issues 

such as chronic wasting disease, a fatal deer 

disorder.

Deer hunting licenses are also used as a key 

funding source for the Department of Natu-

ral Resources to manage state properties for 

hunters and non-hunters alike and to protect 

endangered and threatened resources.

Total deer hunting license sales dropped by 

5.8 percent between 1999 and 2017, according 

to a new report by the Wisconsin Policy Forum, 

VACANCIES MAPPED
For an interactive map of the 101 

vacant properties on the city’s regis-
try, view this article online at gazette 
xtra.com/vacant.

Janesville cataloging  
its vacant buildings

State sees 
reduced  
hunting 

revenues

By Matthew Brown  

and Ellen Knickmeyer

Associated Press

BILLINGS, MONTANA

Creating fire buffers between 

housing and dry brush, bury-

ing spark-prone power lines 

and lighting more controlled 

burns to keep vegetation in 

check could give people a better 

chance of surviving wildfires, 

according to experts searching 

for ways to reduce the growing 

death tolls from increasingly 

severe blazes in California and 

across the West.

Western wildfires have grown 

ever more lethal, a grim reality 

that has been driven by more and 

more housing developments 

sprawling into the most fire-

prone grasslands and brushy 

canyons, experts say. Many of 
the ranchers and farmers who 
once managed those landscapes 
are gone, leaving neglected ter-
rain that has grown thick with 
vegetation that can explode into 
flames when sparked.

That has left communities 
ripe for tragedy as whipping 
winds and recurring drought 
characteristic of climate change 
stoke wildfires like the ones still 
raging in Northern and South-
ern California that have killed 
at least 59 people in recent days.

Hundreds of thousands of 
people were told to leave their 
homes ahead of the blazes to 
get out of harm’s way. Yet some 
experts say there has been an 
over-reliance on evacuation 
and too little attention paid to 
making communities safe and 
not enough money for con-
trolled burns and other preven-
tive measures.

Search crews found many 

Seeking solutions  
for wildfire woes

Turn to VACANT on Page 9A

Turn to MAYOR on Page 9A

Proactive measures 
called for in California

Turn to SOLUTIONS on Page 8A

Fewer licenses sold means  
less money for DNR to use

Turn to HUNTING on Page 5A

‘Annie’ at JPAC
Local director wants this 

production to reflect the 

story’s 1930s setting. 

kicks, inside

A disappointing first  

for Fiserv Forum
Memphis hands Milwaukee its first 

loss at its new home 

arena. Page 1B

Local production 

adds dose of reality 

kicks
Food & Drink

Four Dishes find trip to Whitewater 

worthwhile for pub fare, fish fry 

at The Real MacCoy’s. Page 6C

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

I
f you’ve never seen a 

high school musical, or 

if you haven’t seen one 

since you were in high 

school, it might be worth 

your time to skip the mov-

ies and head to the local 

high school auditorium.

The American-born 

art form is enjoying what 

some might call a golden 

age in local schools these 

days.

“In most cases, you’re 

going to 

find a high-

er quality 

product 

than what 

you’re used 

to seeing,” 

said Jim 

McCulloch, 

Whitewa-

ter High 

School drama director 

for the past nine years, as 

well as community and 

outreach director for the 

Janesville Performing Arts 

Center.
“It’s 

insane to 

see how 

it’s grown. 

It really 

is,” said 

Nathan 

Burkart, 

executive 

director of 

the Janesville Performing 

Arts Center and a pro-

fessional actor who got 

his start on local stages, 

including while a student 

at Craig High.

Burkart shows videos 

of local shows to friends 

from around the country, 

They’re 
the tops

 Æ Talent abounds 

in local high school 

musical productions
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IF YOU GO

What: Stage One 

presentation of the musical 

Annie”

It’s not your average
It’s not your average
It’s not your average

Burkart

McCulloch

JJJ

Eric Bledsoe u
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