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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Viola L. DeHaan
•Sylvia Marie Denio
•Sandra L. Haenel
•Sgt. William “Bill” Melloch
•Lucille Louise Wilcox

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 89 | Low 67  
Clouds and sun; 
a t-storm or two

More on 7A

ARISE project underway
Crews started preparing the work 

site for a planned pedestrian  

bridge that will span the Rock River 

between the Milwaukee and Court 

street bridges. Page 3A

A brighter day
The Brewers salvage 

the final game of 

their series with the 

Mariners, winning 4-2 

Thursday. Page 1B

Above: Zoee Haines, 8, takes a trip down a slide spray-
ing water Thursday at her grandmother’s home in 
Janesville. The temperature reached 90 degrees 
Thursday before a line of thunderstorms passed 
through Rock County in the afternoon. The forecast for 
the weekend includes high temperatures near 90 and 
thunderstorms in the area.
Left: Sapphyre Ostenson, 4, goes head first down the 
slide.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Kids cool down Thursday 
before the storm hits

By Mark Sherman and Jessica Gresko

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Supreme Court ruled Thursday 

that partisan gerrymandering of congres-

sional and legislative districts is none of its 

business, a decision that leaves state offi-

cials free from federal court challenges to 

their plans to shape districts to blatantly 

help their parties.

The court’s conservative majority, 

including the two justices appointed by 

President Donald Trump, prevailed in a 

5-4 ruling that dealt a huge blow to efforts 

to combat the redrawing of district lines 

to benefit a particular party.

The decision, on the last day before 

the justices’ long summer break, has no 

With eye on future rising costs,  
city officials consider options

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

On the current road repair schedule of 12 miles 

per year, all of Janesville’s streets will be redone in 

28 years.

On the current schedule of costs, it will cost an 

estimated $9 million to pay for those miles and the 

accompanying curb/gutter work in 2024. That is 

almost twice as much as it cost in 2016.

The long repair time frame and rising costs cre-

ate challenges for 

the city that officials 

discussed Thursday 

during a city coun-

cil strategic plan-

ning session at City 

Hall.

Janesville City 

Manager Mark Fre-

itag and Finance 

Director Max Gagin used phrases no municipal gov-

ernment official wants to use. These included “go to 

referendum,” “reduce services,” “increase the wheel 

tax” and “special assessments.”

The discussion also introduced an innovative 

possibility for covering road repair and replace-

ment costs used elsewhere in the state.

Court punts on gerrymandering
The Supreme Court in 
Washington is shown 
in March. The court’s 
majority ruled  
Thursday that it is not 
up to federal courts 
to undo political  
gerrymanders,  
stopping federal  
lawsuits seeking  
to overturn district  
maps in several 
states, including  
Wisconsin.

Associated Press

District maps drawn after 2010 census to remain

Sentencing judge lauded 
courage of both women

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rarely does lightning strike 

twice in the same place, but two 

women who told their stories in 

Rock County Court this week had 

a thunderous impact on those  

listening, including the judge.

Wednesday, a young woman 

told of how she was degraded, 

abused, assaulted and threatened 

her over the course of a relation-

ship with Quantrell D. Schwartz-

low, 18, of Orfordville.

She said she still fears he might 

kill her.

She said those things while her 

attacker—charged with felony 

strangulation—sat fewer than 10 

feet away.

Judge Karl 

Hanson told 

the woman he 

had seen cour-

age during his 

two tours with 

the Army in Iraq, 

but he had never 

seen a more cou-

rageous act.

Then Thursday, Hanson sen-

tenced another man, and the 

victim spoke her 

truth—again in 

emotional fash-

ion—telling of the 

terror she felt and 

the fears she still 

feels.

It was the case 

of Tyler J. Bra-

zee, 33, of Bea-

ver Dam, who pleaded guilty to 

fourth-degree sexual assault, 

lewd and lascivious behavior, 

battery and disorderly conduct, 
all misdemeanors.

Brazee followed the woman 
from a store in Janesville to her 
home in Evansville on Dec. 2. He 
climbed the 15 steps to the porch 
outside her residence, exposed 
himself and groped the woman 
as he pushed her into a window, 
according to the criminal com-
plaint.

The 56-year-old immigrant 

For second straight day, sex assault survivor speaks in court

BrazeeHanson

Turn to SURVIVOR on Page 6A

The future  
of road work

Freitag Gagin

Turn to ROADS on Page 7A

Turn to COURT on Page 7A

RELATED
• Citizenship question: Chief Justice John Rob-

erts sides with liberals, says administration may not ask 
about citizenship in 2020 Census./Page 6B
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