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Lightning (re)strikes
A Janesville house that was hit 

by lightning in the 1970s 

was hit again Friday morning, 

sending firefighters to the 

home. Page 3A
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Edgerton rolls past Turner, 33-0 Other Friday scores

Madison East ...... 28
Craig .................... 22

Milton .................. 28
Stoughton ............21

Big Foot ............... 34
McFarland ............21

Full coverage inside

The Crimson Tide 

rolled to a 33-0 lead 

at half in a Rock 

Valley Conference 

game shortened by 

weather. Page 1B

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

Some of Edgerton High School’s 

“freshmen” are quite a bit younger 

this year.

Six kindergarten classrooms 

are now housed at the high school 

because of ongoing construction that 

is part of the school district’s facili-

ties referendum.

High school students are pitch-

ing in to help the new underclass-

men through a program they call the 

Rascal Crew.

Around 20 students take turns sit-

ting in the kindergarten hallway to 

help teachers and students however 

they can.

They walk kids to the office, 

nurse or bathroom, watch them at 

recess and interact with them. When 

the kids don’t need assistance, the 

upperclassmen work on their own 

homework.

One young student thought junior 

Clayton Jenny played for the Green 

Bay Packers because he was wearing 

his football jersey.

Jenny said a kindergartner 

pushed him because he saw Jenny do 

it on the football field.

“The relationships that you build 

with the kids and the connections 

you make is something I didn’t think 

would happen,” Jenny said.

He said the experience has taught 

him a few things, too.

“Just being able to talk to these 

kids and learn about the impact we 

really can have, it’s really inspiring,” 

Jenny said.

High school Principal Mark 

Coombs said the program has gone 

Rascal Crew helps Edgerton High’s new ‘underclassmen’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Ashley Kosmicki, an Edgerton High School junior, holds the hands of kindergartners Piper Lanham, left, and Brooklyn 
Kirby as they prepare to walk to their classroom after a bathroom break Thursday. Kosmicki helps out with the kindergar-
ten classes, which are housed at the high school this year, as a member of the Rascal Crew.

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

JANESVILLE

A former Beloit police officer was sentenced to 

prison Friday on charges that he sexually assaulted a 

Beloit girl more 100 times.

Larry J. Woods, 63, also had worked as a school secu-

rity guard. He was sentenced to 12 years in prison fol-

lowed by five years of supervision for the repeated sex-

ual assault of the teen at multiple locations across the 

stateline area, including hotels in Beloit and Rockford, 

Illinois.

Woods still faces sentencing in federal court, where 

he pleaded guilty Aug. 7 to a charge of transporting a 

minor across state lines with intent to engage in crim-

inal sexual activity. For the federal charge, Woods faces 

Former cop gets prison for sexual assaults

Austin Montgomery/Adams Publishing Group
Defense attorney Francis Raff, left, speaks to Larry J. Woods, 
63, of Beloit, who was sentenced Friday in Rock County Cir-
cuit Court to 12 years imprisonment and five years post-re-
lease supervision for the repeated sexual assault of a 13-year-
old Beloit girl. Woods is scheduled to be sentenced in Novem-
ber on federal charges stemming from the case.

By Zeke Miller, Eric Tucker  

and Micahel Balsamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
House Democrats took 

their first concrete steps 

in the impeachment inves-

tigation of President Don-

ald Trump on Friday, issu-

ing subpoenas demanding 

documents from Secretary 

of State Mike Pompeo and 

scheduling legal deposi-

tions for other State Depart-

ment officials.

At the end of a stormy 

week of revelation and 

recrimination, House 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

framed the impeach-

ment inquiry as a som-

ber moment for a divided 

nation.

“This is no cause for any 

joy,” she said on MSNBC.

At the White House, a 

senior administration offi-

cial confirmed a key detail 

from the unidentified CIA 

whistleblower who has 

accused Trump of abus-

ing the power of his office. 

Trump, for his part, insisted 

anew that his actions and 

words have been “perfect” 

and that the whistleblow-

er’s complaint might well 

be the work of “a partisan 

operative.”

The White House 

acknowledged that a record 

of the Trump phone call 

that is now at the center of 

the impeachment inquiry 

had been sealed away in a 

highly classified system at 

the direction of Trump’s 

National Security Council 

lawyers.

Separately,  Trump 

adviser Kellyanne Con-

way told reporters that the 

whistleblower “has protec-

tion under the law,” some-

thing Trump himself had 

appeared to question ear-

lier in the day. He suggested 

then that his accuser “isn’t a 

whistleblower at all.”

Still at issue is why the 

rough transcript of Trump’s 

July 25 phone call with 

Ukraine’s president was 

put on “lock down,” in the 

words of the whistleblower. 

The CIA officer said that 

diverting the record in an 

unusual way was evidence 

that “White House officials 

understood the gravity of 

what had transpired” in the 

conversation.

The whistleblower com-

plaint alleges that Trump 

used his office to “solicit 

interference from a for-

eign country” to help him-

self in next year’s U.S. elec-

tion. In the phone call, days 

after ordering a freeze to 

some military assistance 

for Ukraine, Trump prod-

ded new Ukrainian Presi-

dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy 

to dig for potentially dam-

aging material on Demo-

cratic rival Joe Biden and 

volunteered the assistance 

of both his personal attor-

ney, Rudy Giuliani, and 

U.S. Attorney General Wil-

liam Barr.

Pelosi refused to set a 

deadline for the probe but 

promised to act “expedi-

tiously.” The House intel-

ligence committee could 

Impeachment 
 inquiry begins 
with subpoenas

Democrats  
seek documents  

from Pompeo

Associated Press
Protesters with Kremlin Annex with a light sign that reads ‘NO 
ONE IS ABOVE THE LAW’ call to impeach President Donald 
Trump in Lafayette Square Park in front of the White House 
in Washington on Thursday.

Helping hands

Beloit man must serve 12 years  
for assaulting girl more than 100 times

Turn to RASCAL on Page 9A

Turn to IMPEACH on Page 9A

Turn to ASSAULTS  on Page 8A

RELATED
• Nation/World: Pentagon 

documents undercut President Don-
ald Trump’s explanation about aid to 
Ukraine./Page 8B
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