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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Christopher Lee Carlson
•Verlin Duane “Pete” Ewing
•Lillian M. Gelbach
•Isaac Patrick Johnson
•Ruth A. Martin
•Norman Ray Zee

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 53  

Windy with a 
shower or t-storm

More on 7A

Back to school
Janesville School District to 

send out survey to parents 

to gauge public’s opinion 

on how to conduct 2020-21 

school year. Page 3A
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Above: A worker drives an exca-
vator Tuesday through the rub-
ble that used to be Evansville’s 
JC McKenna Middle School. 
Construction of a new mid-
dle school can be seen in the 
background. Left: Evansville’s 
new middle school is going 
up where JC McKenna Middle 
School stood for decades.
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Work in progress

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Isaac Johnson had one of 

those smiles you don’t forget.

His joy for life inspired 

others, including hundreds 

if not thousands of people 

in Janesville and around the 

world.

The loving boy suffered 

from an aggressive cancer 

that took his life Saturday.

Isaac battled stage 4 neu-

roblastoma for more than 

three years. He celebrated 

his sixth birthday four days 

before he died.

He loved superheroes. An 

image showing him in a cape 

was part of his fundraising 

campaign.

His obituary calls Isaac 

“Janesville’s fiercest super-

hero.”

His hugs,” the obituary 

said, “were good for your 

soul.”

His family, including 

father Pat, mother Deb-

bie and their sons Tyler, 12, 

and Aiden, 9, benefited from 

those hugs and also fought 

for him.

Debbie quit her job to 

become his nurse and trav-

eling companion as she took 

him for treatments in Madi-

son, Chicago, New York and 

Michigan.

Pat, a salesman for DeVere 

Co., was the breadwinner. The 

company let him work from 

home.

Friends, family and soon 

a big part of Janesville got 

involved in raising money 

and supporting the family.

Van Buren Elementary 

School started a food train, 

and others joined in, Pat said.

Janesville police Detective 

Justin Stubbendick learned 

about Isaac through Isaac’s 

aunt Callie Schouten, a high 

school friend.

Stubbendick raised money 

to cover medical expenses, 

getting Craig High School 

students and others to help.

Stubbendick and others 

created an Isaac workout at 

a local CrossFit gym, where 

a CrossFit for a Cure benefit 

A hero in his 
own right

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Isaac Johnson, right, and his mother, Debbie, are greeted by Janes-
ville police officers and Craig High School students and teachers 
during a ceremony in January 2019 at the Janesville school.

Isaac Johnson, 6, 
inspired all he met  
during his short life

By Maria Cheng

Associated Press

LONDON
It’s an issue that has been 

argued about for months, both by 
experts and by people strolling 
through parks all over the world: 
Can people who don’t feel sick 
spread the coronavirus? And if so, 
should we all be wearing masks 
to stop it?

Even the World Health Organi-
zation can’t seem to get it straight. 

On Tuesday, the U.N. health agency 

scrambled to explain seemingly 

contradictory comments it has 

made in recent days about the two 

related issues.

The confusion and mixed mes-

sages only make controlling the 

pandemic that much more diffi-

cult, experts say.

“If you are giving them confus-

ing messages or they’re not con-

vinced about why they should 

do something, like wear masks, 

they will just ignore you,” said 

Ivo Vlaev, a professor of behav-

ioral sciences at the University of 

Warwick.

The communications debacle 

highlighted the WHO’s change to 

its longstanding mask advice—a 

revision that was made months 

after many other organizations 

and countries already recom-

mended people don masks.

On Friday, WHO changed that 

guidance, recommending that 

WHO’s mask muddle
UN group gives contradicting statements, sowing confusion

Turn to MASKS on Page 7A

Turn to ISAAC on Page 7A

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

MILTON
More than 130 students might have to change 

elementary schools under a new school bound-
aries plan the Milton School Board approved 
May 26, parents were told at a listening ses-
sion Tuesday.

Marcia Schwengels, principal of Milton 
West Elementary School, responded to an audi-
ence question by saying 132 students attended 

Milton schools this year that were outside the 

new boundaries.

One of the estimated 75 audience members 

in the high school auditorium asked how many 

students have child care providers located out-

side the new boundaries.

“I don’t know every child’s day care pro-

vider,” Schwengels replied.

“That’s the problem,” another audience 

member said.

Tuesday’s three-hour listening session was 

the second time in as many days that parents 

have voiced their opposition to the new bound-

aries, which dictate that students attend the 

Milton parents resistant to school attendance boundary plan
Parents attending 
a listening session 
on school atten-
dance boundaries 
in the Milton 
School District 
at Milton High 
School on Tues-
day listen to a par-
ent speak via a 
teleconference 
call.

Anthony Wahl/
awahl@gazette 
xtra.com

District argues changes would 
simplify bus system, save money

Turn to PLAN on Page 7A

Winds of change
Republican senators start 

to show support for policing 

reforms amid weekslong 

protest movement. Page 6B

t Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah
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