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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 77 | Low 47  

Mostly sunny, 
breezy and warm

More on 11A

One year later
Events in Minneapolis 

and Washington  

commemorated the 

one-year anniversary 

of George Floyd’s 

death. Page 7B

No waiting around
Republicans in charge of 

the Legislature quickly 

convened and ended a 

special session called to 

expand the BadgerCare 

program. Page 2A
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Six children picked up ham-

mers and pounded holes in a 

plasterboard wall Tuesday on the 

lawn outside Lincoln Elementary 

School.

The kids, wearing helmets and 

goggles, enjoyed it so much that 

Principal Shawn Galvin had tell 

them twice that it was time to 

stop.

The wall bashing was part of a 

ceremony to mark the start of ref-

erendum-funded projects at most 

of the Janesville public schools, 

which will continue for about 15 

months.

Much fun was had by all, as 

adults also took their turns at 

the two 4-by-8-foot walls that JP 

Cullen & Sons, the construction 

manager, had built for the occa-

sion.

But there was a deadly serious 

reason for the millions of dollars 

in spending.

Superintendent Steve Pophal 

said all the schools were built in 

the pre-Columbine era, when peo-

ple could freely enter any school.

Columbine is the name of 

Out with the old

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Lincoln Elementary School Principal Shawn Galvin, right, tells enthusiastic fifth-graders that it’s time to stop 
smashing a mock-up of a wall Tuesday at the school. The wall smashing was part of a ceremony to celebrate the 
beginning of $22.5 million in referendum-funded projects at the schools that will continue over the coming 15 
months.

By Jim Malewitz

Wisconsin Watch

Archaeologists have unearthed 

human remains of Native Ameri-

cans who lived up to 2,500 years ago 

during excavations of the Sheboy-

gan County site along Lake Mich-

igan where Kohler Co. envisions a 

golf course.

A UW-Milwaukee team in 2018 

and 2019 inadvertently encoun-

tered fragments of human bone 

and teeth from at least seven loca-

tions beneath the privately owned 

wetlands and forest where Kohler 

is planning to have its third cham-

pionship golf facility in Wisconsin, 

according to documents recently 
obtained by Wisconsin Watch. The 
disturbance came while recovering 
tens of thousands of ceramics, tools 
and other artifacts at the 247-acre 
site during a study required under 
federal historic preservation law.

The human remains and most 
of the artifacts belong to Wood-
land-era Native Americans who 
lived between 500 B.C. and 1200 
A.D., according to Jennifer Haas, 
director of UW-Milwaukee Archaeo-
logical Research Laboratory Center. 
The team did not encounter defin-
able graves that might trigger addi-
tional development restrictions 
under state burial protection law.

Archaeologists did not examine 

multiple Native American burial 

mounds on the Kohler prop-

erty beyond proposed golf course 

boundaries, Haas said. The 

36,000-employee company—which 

is known for its plumbing fixtures 

but also manages resorts and golf 

destinations—vows to protect the 

mounds and offer public access.

Haas said her team worked 

closely with state officials and con-

cerned tribal members to follow 

laws and protocols.

“As you can imagine, there is tre-

mendous cultural sensitivity sur-

rounding the findings of human 

remains at the site,” she said in an 

Hitting hazards: Kohler golf project slowed by Indigenous remains found at site

Dee J. Hall/Wisconsin Watch
Lake Michigan shoreline is seen at Kohler-Andrae State 
Park near Sheboygan. Kohler Co. is developing a golf course 
along the shoreline on land that was formerly part of the 
park.

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

Plenty of job opportuni-
ties await students and other 
employment seekers this sum-
mer in the wake of a worker 
shortage in the hospitality 
industry.

“Every hotel and restaurant 
is looking to hire people imme-
diately,” Visit Beloit CEO Celes-
tino Ruffini said. “It seems like 
the demand for travel is there 
and has returned, but we have 
to have the staff to work front 
desks, in restaurants and serv-
ing, cleaning, and offering 
a positive customer service 
experience. ... It could become 
a significant issue this summer 
if our local businesses are not 
able to fill all the positions.”

Wisconsin’s return to near 
pre-pandemic unemployment 
levels has brought with it a 
workforce shortage, spurring 
Republicans to demand the 
state end its participation in 
enhanced federal pandemic 
unemployment benefits. The 
most recent stimulus legis-
lation, the American Rescue 
Plan Act, expanded benefits to 
provide qualifying Americans 
with $300 a week in addition 
to state unemployment bene-
fits through Sept. 6, 2021.

Some GOP-led states are 

ending the benefit, claiming 

it keeps people from return-

ing to work. Liberals are citing 

the need for higher wages and 

adequate child care in order 

to get more people back to 

work. Bars, restaurants, hotels 

and the tourism industry are 

facing the greatest shortages, 

according to The Associated 

Press.

April data shows that Wis-

consin’s total non-farm jobs 

increased by 9,300 over the 

month, while private-sector 

jobs increased by 8,200 over 

the same period. Wisconsin’s 

unemployment rate in April 

was 3.9%, while the national 

unemployment rate in April 

was 6.1%, according to the 

Department of Workforce 

Development.

Fabian Gonzalez, general 

manager of the Milwaukee 

Grill at 2601 Morse St., Janes-

ville, is one restaurant oper-

ator who is seeking summer 

help.

He said he needs two host-

esses, a bartender, a full-time 

manager and two people to bus 

tables but that no one is apply-

ing for the positions. Gonzalez 

said Milwaukee Grill is one of 

the higher-paying restaurants 

in Janesville, starting at $15 

to $16 an hour for its rookie 

cooks, and that he is a bit per-

plexed.

“We are one of the busi-

est places in town and have a 

No shortage  
of summer jobs
Hospitality sector  

still desperate  
for new employees

Turn to REMAINS on Page 9A

Janesville School District marks start of referendum work
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Speed wins
The San Diego  

Padres stole six 

bases against the 

Milwaukee Brewers 

in their win Tuesday 

night. Page 1B
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