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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 59  

Breezy this  
morning

More on 7A

Polls open today
The election for state 

school superintendent 

and races for Janesville 

School Board and  

Janesville City Council  

will be decided. 
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 19 +2 14,901
Deaths ........0 0 164
 Total Change
Hosp. .....7 (April 1) +2 (from March 25)
Monday’s positivity rate: 30%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In 1984, when Tom Widner 

took a job washing dishes at 

the former Ground Round, he 

was just another teenage bus-

boy working up enough cash 

to score a Kawasaki Ninja 

motorcycle.

Widner sold the motorcy-

cle years ago.

Flash forward 37 years 

to April 2021. The old 

Ground Round is gone, 

replaced by the newer Panera 

Bread. Exact same address, 

though—2753 Milton Ave.

And Tom Widner, who 

now is almost 53, is still there. 

He’s general manager of the 

Panera Bread. Actually, Wid-

ner was just named Panera 

Bread’s general manager of 

the year.

Widner now has a wife, 

Sarah, and two teenage sons—

one of whom, Tommy Jr., 

works at Panera under Wid-

ner.

Widner has stayed put. For 

parts of five decades through 

at least four recessions—his 

entire adult life—he has hung 

with work running restau-

rants in the exact same spot 

along Milton Avenue. First 

Ground Round, then Panera.

Now, manager of the year. 

Maybe it’s because he’s stuck 

around.

That might be why Panera 

Bread picked Widner out of 

about 1,500 other Panera gen-

eral managers (Panera calls 

them “partners”) at restau-

rants across the U.S. as the 

company’s top-performing 

restaurant boss in 2020.

Like other restaurants 

that have successfully pivoted 

toward drive-thru and curb-

side dining during the pan-

demic, Panera has survived 

the storm of COVID-19 and 

its battering of the restaurant 

He can manage
Top: Tom Widner 
serves soup to Lisa 
Melloch and Rich 
Rewolinski while 
working Wednes-
day at the Janes-
ville Panera restau-
rant.  Widner, who 
has worked at the 
same address on 
Milton Avenue dat-
ing back to when the 
Ground Round was 
at the location, was 
recently announced 
as Panera’s general 
manager of the year. 
Right, above: Widner 
carries an order to a 
table at Panera Bread 
on Wednesday. Right, 
below: Widner holds 
the door open for a 
Panera customer.
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Rock County Jail will 

offer single-dose coronavirus vac-

cines to inmates Saturday thanks 

largely to HealthNet of Rock 

County, which a jail official said 

Monday has “come through for us 

big time.”

“They got the vaccine for us,” 

jail Capt. Kim Litsheim said of the 

nonprofit health care provider. 

“They have really saved the day 

here for us because this is some-

thing we have wanted for quite 

some time, and it was tough.”

Ian Hedges, CEO of HealthNet, 

said Monday that it is “critically 

important for the county’s most 

vulnerable to COVID-19” get vac-

cinated.

He pointed out that many 

inmates eventually will leave the 

jail and return to the community, 

HealthNet providing vaccines to jail inmates
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JANESVILLE
“I know the way to 

unbreak your heart,” sings 

the country trio Runaway 

June, who will perform at 

this year’s Rock County 

4-H Fair.

The Rock County 4-H 

Fair Board knows the way, 

too, for those whose hearts 

were broken when COVID-

19 forced the cancellation 

of last summer’s fair.

The board continues to 

plan for a 2021 fair, and 

Monday it announced the 

grandstand acts at the fair, 

set for July 27-Aug. 1:

 � The Britins, a Beat-

les tribute band: 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 28.

 � Steve Meisner, polka 

music with room for danc-

ing in front of the grand-

stand: 5 p.m. Thursday, 

July 29.

 � Kids from Wisconsin: 

8 p.m. Thursday, July 29.

 � Runaway June: 8 p.m. 

Friday, July 30.

 � Eddie Montgomery 

of Montgomery Gentry: 

8 p.m. Saturday, July 31.

 � Big League Bullrid-

ers, professional bull rid-

ing: 4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 1.

Patrons can watch any 

grandstand act for free 

with admission at the gate.

For more information 

on the shows, call 608-755-

1470 or visit rockcounty4h-

fair.com.

In addition to the music 

lineup, “there’s going to be 

quite a few new things” this 

year, said fair board mem-

ber Abbey Gasser.

Gasser would not reveal 

what those things are. She 

4-H fair 
lines up 
evening 
shows

Janesville restaurant manager  
gets top honor from Panera Bread

RELATED
• More eligible: Wisconsin residents 

age 16 and older are now eligible to receive  
Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccines./2A

Litsheim Hedges

Fair board working 
with health officials 
on plans to return

They have been eligible for shots since March 1
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Turn to MANAGE on Page 7A Turn to FAIR on Page 7A

Skid continues
The Chicago Cubs hit 

three home runs in a 

four-run fourth inning as 

they opened a three-game 

series with a win over the 

Brewers. Page 1B
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