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Above: Featured chalk artist Stacey Williams-Ng, of Memphis, Tenn., works on a chalk drawing of a carousel horse during the 2021 
Art Infusion Sidewalk Chalk Art contest in downtown Janesville on Sunday morning. Below left: Kiera Gille, 13, adds some colored 
hair to a cat while working on her chalk drawing Sunday morning. Below right: An artist uses white chalk to add a highlight to a chalk 
drawing of a large pair of boots during the chalk art contest.

Chalk talk

By Hillary Gavan
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Officials say hospital resources in the 

region are becoming strained, which could 

lead to patients having to travel further from 

home for health care, and some local provid-

ers are requiring employees to get vaccinated 

in line with government mandates.

Hospitals and health care facilities in 14 

counties throughout southcentral Wiscon-

sin are experiencing a high volume of inpa-

tients in intensive care units, general medical 

floors and emergency departments. Stretched 

resources can lead to difficulties in receiving 

care close to home, according to a press release 

from the South Central Wisconsin Healthcare 

Emergency Readiness Coalition.

From July 28 to Sept. 1, the total number 

of COVID-19 hospitalizations increased four-

fold in Wisconsin’s southcentral region. In 

Strained 
systems

By Scott Froehlich
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JANESVILLE
Trial proceedings began Monday for a Fort 

Atkinson man charged with arson and five 

counts of attempted first-degree intentional 

homicide in connection with 

a fire at a Janesville duplex in 

2020.

Jacob Piper, 31, is accused 

of throwing a Molotov cocktail 

at a duplex in the early-morn-

ing hours of May 28. Five peo-

ple were in the building at the 

time of the fire and all escaped.

In his opening statement, 

Assistant District Attorney Jerry Urbik said 

the evidence would show that because of 

“some type of grudge” Piper had, five people in 

the duplex could have died in the fire resulting 

Trial for man 
charged with 
firebombing 

duplex begins

Piper

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Pandemic protocols weren’t among 

the agenda items at Monday’s Milton 

School Board meeting, but the issue 

still arose during the public comment 

portion.

Dozens of people spoke about mask-

ing in the district’s schools, both in 

favor and against, during the Aug. 23 

board meeting before the board ulti-

mately voted to implement a universal 

masking policy for people inside school 

buildings.

Tracy Hannah, the only person who 

signed up to speak during the Monday 

meeting’s public comment segment, 

wanted the board to revisit the decision 

at every board meeting going forward 

and not just at the second meeting of 

each month as planned.
“As you’re well aware, this is a very 

important topic to parents, students 
and the community,” she said. Hannah 
added she has asked the district under 
what circumstances it might end the 
universal masking rule, such as if there 
is a particular vaccination rate or test 
positivity rate that officials are hop-
ing to attain, but she said she had not 
received any response.

School Board President Michael 
Hoffman, who said public comments 
would be limited to topics on Mon-

day’s meeting agenda, 
interrupted Hannah 
and said she was veer-
ing toward a topic that 
wasn’t listed.

Masking and pan-
demic-related poli-
cies have led to heated 
debates and confron-
tations not just in Mil-
ton but across the coun-

try. Superintendent Rich Dahman 
said in an interview before Monday’s 
board meeting that “a large majority” 
of people who participated in the Aug. 

23 meeting were respectful and con-
ducted themselves properly but that 
there was a small number who “used 
that forum to try to interrupt the work 
of the board.”

Dahman said there were some peo-
ple who chose to walk toward the area 
where board members were seated 
in an apparent attempt to intimidate 
them. One person was asked to leave 
the Aug. 23 meeting before the vote on 
masking and did so, he said.

“We certainly would hope that it 
wouldn’t become a case in the future 
where we would even have to ask peo-
ple to leave,” Dahman said. “The expec-
tation is that you have an opportunity 
to share your thoughts and to voice 
your opinion, but we need to respect a 
decision that the group makes.”

During Monday’s meeting, Dahman 
gave the board a preliminary number 
of enrolled 4-year-old kindergarten 
to 12th-grade students. He said 3,495 
were enrolled in Milton schools “as 
of last week.” That would represent a 
slight increase from 2020’s enrollment. 
Enrollment figures play into the state’s 
formula for school funding.

Mask debate simmering in Milton after board decision

Dahman

Group representing  
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COVID-19 spike is  
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One parent asks board  
to discuss policy at every 
upcoming board meeting
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Making the grade
Beloit College ranked 

highly in several  
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college rankings  
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Security concerns
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As the Brewers march 
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all the previous times 

the team reached the 

postseason. Page 1B
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