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These maps show the percentage of children who had completed by the age of 2 the traditional seven-vaccine series required for students to attend pub-
lic schools in Wisconsin. The vaccines prevent a handful of infectious diseases, including diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, polio, measles, mumps, rubella, 
Haemophilus influenza type B, hepatitis B, chickenpox and pneumococcal infections. In Rock County in 2018, 65.58% of children born in 2016 had com-
pleted the seven-vaccine series. By 2021, that proportion had dropped to 63.59%. In Walworth County, those percentages were 69.7% in 2018 down to 
68.57% in 2021.

By Harrison Freuck

hfreuck@apg-wi.com

Rock County infants aren’t 
as likely as before the COVID-19 
pandemic to be fully vaccinated 
against diseases like diphtheria, 
polio and measles.

Analysis done by The Gazette 
shows that the county’s infant 

vaccination rate in 2021 has 

dropped since 2018, falling from 

65.58% to 63.59%.

The decline follows a state-

wide trend, as Wisconsin infants 

are receiving their first vaccines at 

the lowest rate since 2013, anal-

ysis shows. The number of vac-

cine waivers submitted to Wiscon-

sin schools, meanwhile, has more 

than doubled in the last 20 years.

Seven-vaccine series
Statewide, the seven-vaccine 

series, typically rolled out to chil-
dren over the first 24 months of 
their lives, was completed by a 
record-high 72.93% of children 
in 2017, according to Wisconsin 
Immunization Registry data. That 

has since gradually fallen each 

year, down to 68.88% in 2021.

The seven-vaccine series 

requires 19 total doses: four 

diphtheria, tetanus and acellu-

lar pertussis (DTaP) shots; three 

polio shots; one measles, mumps 

and rubella (MMR) shot; three 

Falling off schedule

Vaccine rate dip coincides with onset of COVID-19 pandemic

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazzettextra.com

Jim Hurley has a knack for 

trapping animals. Not the nui-

sance kind but rather beloved 

pets that have gone missing.

Known as the “Dog Whis-

perer,” the founder of Hurley’s 

Animal Recovery Team is 

devoted to helping devoted 

families locate their pets and 

bring them home.

Hurley connects with cli-

ents largely through social 

media, where people will tag 

him via Facebook or other 

apps requesting his services.

He has over two decades of 

working with animals in many 

different capacities, including 

24 years with the Rock County 

Humane Society.

After leaving the Humane 

Society, Hurley decided to 

step away from animals for 

a while. Six months later, 

though, he received a request 

to help the Rock County Sher-

iff ’s Office search for a dog.

“I reluctantly and begrudg-

ingly went out and got the 

dog,” Hurley said. “That kind 

of hooked me again into doing 

animal welfare.”

His process involves map-

ping locations where the 

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

The Family Promise of 

Greater Beloit is prepar-

ing to welcome families to 

its new home at 1006 Bluff 

St. as it finishes renovating 

what was formerly St. John 

Lutheran School.

Executive Director Tam-

mie King-Johnson said five 

families will for a little lon-

ger remain housed at a 

local hotel until the shelter 

on Bluff Street is ready for 

them in late June.

On Tuesday, Family 

Promise will host an open 

house from 4:30 p.m. to 

6 p.m. at the new location, 

with a ribbon-cutting cere-

mony at 5 p.m.

Family Promise was 

able to renovate the space 

with the help of pandemic 

relief funding and financial 

aid from local foundations. 

It will have multiple living 

room areas, a kitchen area, 

a learning center room 

with computers, suite areas 

with multiple rooms fami-

lies can stay in, four deco-

rated bathrooms and more.

King-Johnson said the 

upgrade will come as Fam-

ily Promise marks 20 years 

of providing emergency 

shelter to homeless fam-

ilies. Though King-John-

son has only been on board 

in her current role for 90 

Meet the Dog Whisperer
Hurley’s Animal  
Recovery Team  

reunites pets, owners

Photo submitted by Tami Shaw
Jim Hurley, owner of Hurley’s Animal Recovery Team, stands with Tami Shaw, her 
Yorkie Ferguson and two children Savannah and Nathan. Hurley tracked and located 
Ferguson after he went missing this spring.

Family 
Promise 

shelter set 
to open 

new space

Turn to VACCINES on Page 10A

Turn to TEAM on Page 10A

Turn to PROMISE on Page 10A

Christening encore
ABC Supply Stadium in Beloit will 

host a special presentation on 

the christening of the USS Beloit 

naval combat ship that took place 

in Marinette last month. Page 3A

Special session
Gov. Tony Evers called for a  

special session of the Legislature 

later this month to repeal an 

abortion restriction that has  

been law since 1849. Page 2A

State in sight
Evansville’s girls soccer 

team, which is 19-2 on the 

season, is two wins away 

from qualifying for the WIAA 

state tournament. Page 1B

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=791e6e40-1c14-5b83-a031-93b5b5a4edf9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=791e6e40-1c14-5b83-a031-93b5b5a4edf9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=791e6e40-1c14-5b83-a031-93b5b5a4edf9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=791e6e40-1c14-5b83-a031-93b5b5a4edf9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=791e6e40-1c14-5b83-a031-93b5b5a4edf9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=791e6e40-1c14-5b83-a031-93b5b5a4edf9

