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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Dorothy A. Albert
•Nicholas Cade
•Kathleen G. Caisson
•Frank A. Ludeman
•Phillip Dean Feldkirchner

•Margaret “Marge” Henning
•Patricia Marie Henry
•Mary J. Johnson
•Hans W. Kleisch Sr.
•Charlene Marie Messer

•Angeline P. Percente
•J. Burton “Jack” Pierce
•Ray E. Smith
•Duane Alan Suiter
•Anthony M. Whedon

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low -2  

Rain, watch  
for ice late

More on 7A

By Tony Barboza

Los Angeles Times

All five of the hottest years 

on record have occurred in 

the last five years, according 

to global temperature data re-

leased Wednesday by NASA 

and the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration.

While 2018 was slightly cooler 

than the three prior years, Earth 

still had its fourth-warmest year 

since scientists began keeping re-

cords in 1880, the federal agen-

cies said. Their separate analy-

ses add to decades of evidence 

that the burning of fossil fuels, 

the clearing of forests and other 

human activities are releasing 

heat-trapping greenhouse gases 

into the atmosphere and causing 

the planet to warm.

“If you smooth out these 

year-to-year variations and look 

at the big picture, the overall 

trend in the past few decades is 

one of accelerating change,” said 
Alex Hall, who directs the Center 
for Climate Science at UCLA and 
was not involved in either gov-
ernment analysis. “We are seeing 
more and more warming that is 
happening at a faster and faster 
rate.”

Last year’s average global sur-
face temperature was 1.42 degrees 
Fahrenheit above the 20th-centu-
ry average, according to NOAA.

The warmest year was 2016, 
followed by 2017, 2015, 2018 and 
2014, according to NASA’s rank-
ings.

All five of those years were 
exceptionally warm, with only 
slight differences that were driv-
en by natural variations in the 
weather, including the alternat-
ing cool and warm cycles from El 
Niño and La Niña.

“You get ups and downs—years 
that are a little bit warmer, a lit-
tle bit cooler—but the long-term 

underlying trend is very, very 

clear,” said NASA climatologist 

Gavin Schmidt, who worked on 

the space agency’s analysis. “It’s 

the long-term trends that are hav-

ing impacts on ice, on severity of 

droughts, on heat waves, on sea 

level rise and wildfires.”

The combination of rising 

greenhouse gases and a mild El 

Niño underway in the Pacific 

Ocean means it’s likely that 2019 

will be hotter than 2018. Scientists 

say there’s a very good chance this 

year will wind up ranking among 

the top five hottest on record, 

barring an abrupt planet-cooling 

event such as a giant volcanic 

eruption.

NOAA and NASA each ana-

lyze temperature measurements 

from thousands of sites around 

the world, including weather sta-

tions on land and ships and buoys 

2018 among five warmest years on record, agencies confirm

Associated Press
This map from NASA shows global surface temperature anomalies for 
2014-2018. Higher than normal temperatures are shown in red and lower 
than normal temperatures are shown in blue. Two U.S. agencies analyzed 
global temperatures in slightly different ways, but each came to the same 
conclusion Wednesday: 2018 was the fourth-warmest year on record be-
hind 2016, 2017 and 2015.

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
GOP legislative leaders 

threw their support behind 

tolling Wednesday, saying 

they saw it as the best way 

to infuse Wisconsin’s high-

way system with cash.

Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos of Rochester 

and Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald of 

Juneau described placing 

tolls around the state as a 

way to fix highways and 

bridges.

“You can do it on 

bridges. You can do it in 

an awful lot of places. So 

I think there’s a lot more 

flexibility (on where tolls 

can be placed), and that’s 

why we wanted this study,” 

Vos said.

They said a tolling 

study would help guide 
lawmakers on the issue 
but emphasized they see 
it as the best way to pay 
for roads. But they fell 
short of committing to 
implementing tolling in 
the state budget they will 
eventually pass this year.

They made their com-
ments to reporters after 
they and their Democratic 
counterparts addressed 
the Wisconsin Counties 
Association.

At  that  forum, 
Fitzgerald said raising 
the gas tax by 10 cents a 
gallon—from 32.9 cents to 
42.9 cents—wouldn’t raise 
enough to fix the state’s 
roads. An increase of that 
size would funnel more 
than $330 million a year 
into transportation.

“We still have five $1 
billion projects in south-
eastern Wisconsin and 
then obviously a lot of 
needs outstate,” Fitzgerald 
said afterward. “If you’re 
thinking kind of overall 
what does the statewide 

GOP leaders 
tout tolling  

for road fixes
Vos, Fitzgerald 

steer away  
from gas tax

You can do it on bridges. You can do it in an awful lot of 

places. So I think there’s a lot more flexibility (on where 

tolls can be placed), and that’s why we wanted this study.

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, R-Rochester, on the 

potential advantages of implementing toll roads

“ ”

Scientists predict trend 
will continue in 2019

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

It’s not often you see a city side-

walk running alongside an active 

farm field flush with corn or soy-

beans.

Later this year, that will be the 

scene near Bob Naatz’s old farm-

house on Ruger Avenue.

Janesville, Rock County and the 

state Department of Transportation 
are collaborating on a project to wid-
en Ruger Avenue between Wright 
Road and Highway 14, add bike lanes 
and space for on-street parking, and 

install sidewalks and curb-and-gut-

ter improvements.

It ’s  the sidewalk and 

Turn to TOLLS on Page 7A

Turn to WARM on Page 7A

Pathway problems

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Bob Naatz walks around his farm on Ruger Avenue in Janesville on Wednesday. Naatz and his family are on the hook to pay 
for sidewalk, gutter and curb construction along their Ruger Avenue property that Naatz estimates could cost $100,000.

Bob Naatz’s 
home is part 
of a stretch of 
Ruger Avenue 
that will be 
resurfaced and 
have sidewalks, 
curbs, gutters 
and bike lanes 
installed.

Resident estimates 
sidewalk work could 
cost him $100,000

Turn to SIDEWALK on Page 7A

148-point Bucks
Milwaukee sets a new season 

scoring high in a 148-129 win 

over the Washington Wizards. 
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Food & Drink
Friendly atmosphere, good bar fare 
make Charlie’s Place in Janesville 
a place worth checking out. Page 6C

Dream ... 
dream, 

dream, dream
 Æ The Everly Set to perform 

classic duo’s hits Feb. 16 at JPAC

By Catherine W. Idzerda
cidzerda@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—It’s impossible 
to listen to an oldies station 
on the radio or on a stream-
ing service without hearing one of the Everly Brothers’ hits in the first 20 minutes.

That might be a slight exagger-ation. Don and Phil Everly had a 

Kites take flight 
during frigid festival

By Ashley McCallum
amccallum@gazettextra.com

D
ELAVAN—We have 
reached the point 
in Wisconsin winter 
where everything is 

covered in a layer of snow, 
ice or slush.

But a break in the mono-
chromatic season will come 
President’s Day weekend, 
when dozens of colorful 
kites dance over Delavan 

Lake during the sixth annu-
al Sky Circus on Ice.

The event is a free, fami-
ly fun weekend festival that 
allows for a break in the 
monotony of winter, said 

Lake Lawn Resort General 
Manager Dave Sekeres.

As kites dance through 
the sky, sculptors and 
carvers will be busy on the 
ground creating works of 
art. This year’s theme is 
wildlife, which all snow 
sculptors and ice carvers 
will base their works on.

The kites vary in shape, 
color and size, including a 
100-foot whale. Kites fill the 
sky and can be seen from 
miles away, Sekeres said.

To sweeten things up, 
one kite will drop Andes 

Sky Circus on Ice to bring color to gray winter skies
A crew works 
to get a giant 
stingray kite 
into the air at 
the 2018 Sky 
Circus on Ice 
in Delavan. 
The 2019 
event kicks off 
Friday, Feb. 15, 
at Lake Lawn 
Resort and runs 
through the 
weekend.
Gazette file photo

IF YOU GO
What: Sky Circus on 

Ice
When: Friday-Sunday, 

Feb. 15-17.
Where: Lake Lawn 

Resort, 2400 Geneva St., 
Delavan.

For more information: 
Visit lakelawnresort.com.

Turn to CIRCUS on Page 5C

Circus in the sky
Later this month, flashy 

kites will color the sky 

above Delavan. kicks, 

inside
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