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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Dale M. Jensen
•Marjorie “Margie” Krause
•Mary Ellen Welch

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 35 | Low 28  

Mostly sunny
More on 7A

A new lawsuit
A group of Democrats 

filed another lawsuit 

against GOP lawmakers 

who passed bills in a 

lame-duck session in 

December. Page 2A

Halfway there
Keeanu Benton of Janesville 

Craig won his first two matches 

at the WIAA state wrestling 

tournament and needs two 

more to win the state title at 

285 pounds. Page 1B

It’s just a façade By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Wisconsin’s municipalities rely on 

property taxes at nearly twice the rate 
as their counterparts in other states on 
average, according to a new report.

Municipalities in the Badger State 
got about 42 percent of their revenue 
from property taxes—well above the na-
tional average of about 23 percent, ac-
cording to the study released Thursday 
by the nonpartisan Wisconsin Policy 
Forum.

At a stop in Milwaukee, Gov. Tony 
Evers said he hoped to address the 
issue by providing local governments 
with more state aid known as shared 
revenue.

“We have to create a more flexible 
opportunity for all of our municipal-
ities to access resources so they can 
thrive. If it’s property-tax related, 
it really constrains our cities,” the 
Democratic governor said. “So we’ll be 
looking to increase shared revenue, but 
we’re also looking to provide some flex-
ibility to our municipalities, including 
Milwaukee.”

Wisconsin ranks seventh in the na-
tion for its reliance on property taxes 
for funding municipalities, the report 
said.

All the states that outrank Wisconsin 
on that measure are in the Northeast. 
No other state in the Midwest uses 
property taxes as heavily as Wisconsin, 
the report found.

Local governments in Wisconsin 
have seen their revenue constrained 
for more than a decade by property 
tax caps. Wisconsin’s caps—champi-
oned by Republicans who control the 
Legislature—appear to be tighter than 
other states that rely as heavily on 
property taxes for local governments, 
according to the report.

“It’s a classic good news-bad news 
story,” said Rob Henken, president 

Report  
reveals  
reliance

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Wanted: Home for a cat. May be in-

clined to lie on your newspaper.

As Managing Editor Rebecca Kanable 

goes through more than a century’s worth 

of history at the Milton Courier, many 

profound thoughts go through her head. 

Not the least of these is, “Seriously, what 

am I going to do with this cat?”

Last week, the Milton Courier an-

nounced it was leaving its home of more 

than 100 years at 513 Vernal Ave. The 

newspaper is not going away. Instead, 

the office will be combined with the Daily 

Jefferson County Union in Fort Atkinson.

The Milton building is for sale.

The Courier staff will cover community 

Milton Courier leaving historic office

Above: Snow covers the east 
façade at the former General 
Motors assembly plant in 
Janesville on Thursday. The façade 
is among the few parts of the 
former 4.8 million-square-foot 
auto plant still standing after 
10 months of demolition. Parts 
of the site could be cleared by 
mid-2019, the owner, Commercial 
Development Company, has said.
Left: Just the front wall of the 
façade along South Jackson Street 
remains. To see photos from the 
start of demolition through this 
week, go to gazettextra.com/
gm_demo.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

State municipalities lean 
heavily on property taxes 
for revenue, group says

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville School Board member Greg 

Ardrey grew up in St. Louis at the height 

of the crack epidemic. At his high school, 

they had to go through metal detectors, 

and police officers were always present.

The relationship between students 

and the police there was “more of an ad-

versarial relationship,” he said.

In schools across Rock County that 

have school resource officers, the rela-

tionship is less confrontational and more 

collaborative, a group of resource officers 

from Beloit, Janesville and Milton; school 

 Æ 100-year-old building appears  
on state, national historic registers

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

A member of the Milton 

School Board believes other 

board members have been 

discussing an ongoing investi-

gation against advice from the 

board’s attorney.

Board Clerk Karen Hall said 

Thursday night during a spe-

cial board meeting that other 

board members have been 

communicating with each oth-

er and with parties involved in 

an investigation of the district’s 

handling of stipends.

The school district’s legal 

counsel has advised the board 

and district administrators not 

to discuss the investigation 

with anyone until it is com-

pleted.

Thursday night’s agenda 

called for the board to convene 

in closed session for “discussion 

on administrator employment 
and administrator/employee 
compensation.”

It is unclear what specif-
ically the closed session was 
intended to address, but board 
members indicated it was relat-
ed to the ongoing investigation.

Milton meeting cut short
School board adjourns at attorney’s recommendation as investigation begins

Turn to BOARD on Page 7A

Turn to COURIER on Page 7A

Turn to PROPERTY on Page 7A

Panel tries to educate on role 
of school resource officers

Turn to OFFICERS on Page 6A
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