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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Sandra E. Lawarance
•Donald L. Luth

•Geraldine Nelson
•David M. Savona

•Henry C. Schoeberle
•Thor T. Tellefson, Jr.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 42  

Mostly cloudy 
and cool

More on 7A

No returns
Treasury chief 

Steven Mnuchin 

denies Democrats’ 

request for Trump’s 

tax returns. Page 6B

Local police issued 
crime alert Monday

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Identity thieves using 

the “felony lane gang” 
method were in Janesville 
on Thursday, and police 
would not be surprised 
if more victims come for-
ward.

“They don’t come up 
here just for one theft, so 
there will be multiple vic-
tims,” said Detective Chris 
Buescher of the Janesville 
Police Department.

Buescher issued a 
crime alert Monday with 
photos from a credit union 
surveillance camera and 
asked anyone with infor-
mation to contact him.

Thieves smashed a car 
window at the Janesville 
Athletic Club, 1301 Black 
Bridge Road, and stole 
a purse Thursday after-
noon, according the crime 
alert.

That’s the first step 
in the felony lane gang 
method, which has been 
used nationwide for many 
years. Gyms, day care cen-
ters, dog parks and large 
public events, where 
women are likely to leave 
purses in their cars, are 
frequent targets, Buescher 
said.

Often, it’s men who 
steal the purses and 
women who take the next 

step, Buescher said.

After the Janesville 

theft, two women showed 

up in the drive-thru at 

the Blackhawk Commu-

nity Credit Union in Dela-

van and tried to cash a 

check for nearly $2,400, 

Buescher said.

The check had been sto-

len in Blanchardville.

Police released images 

apparently taken by the 

credit union’s cameras 

showing who appear to 

be two women in an SUV.

Felony lane gang  

thieves often use rental 

cars, and the women 

sometimes wear wigs so 

they will look more like 

the photo on the stolen 

ID, Buescher said.

A teller got suspicious, 

probably because of the 

large amount, and delayed 

the transaction, Buescher 

said.

The suspects drove 

off, but the credit union 

retained the ID card.

Buescher said finan-

cial institutions have got-

ten better at spotting such 

fraud attempts: “They’ve 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Will Everts helps unload geraniums from a truck Monday while setting up for the annual Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary 
2019 flower sale at the Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1301 Craig Ave., Janesville. The sale runs from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednes-
day and Thursday and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday. Proceeds benefit Salvation Army programs, including the organization’s  
free community meals and food pantry.

Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary 2019 flower sale kicks off Wednesday

Council approval would 
allow front-yard gardening

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville Plan Commission 

approved ordinance amendments 

Monday night that would loosen 

residential landscaping and garden-

ing rules.

If the city council approves them, 

the changes would allow residents to 

plant vegetables in front yards—with 

the exception of corn—and imple-

ment natural landscaping on all sides 

of a home with some restrictions.

The Sustainable Janesville Com-

mittee devised the ordinance amend-

ments and first presented them to 

the plan commission in 2017, but the 

commission gave them back to the 

group for rewrites.

The group changed its proposals 

and convinced the plan commission 

to send them to the city council with 

a favorable recommendation.

The amended ordinances would 

allow city residents to grow farm 

and garden crops in the open as long 

as the plants do not grow taller than  

TO HELP
Police ask anyone 

who can identify the 
women in the photos on 
Page 7A to call Detec-
tive Chris Buescher at 
608-755-3147 or email  
buescherc@ci.janesville 
.wi.us.

‘Felony lane gang’ 
back in Janesville

Turn to FELONY on Page 7A

Bucks win
Giannis scores 39 

as Milwaukee wins, 

113-101, to take a 3-1 

series lead against 

Boston. Page 1B

‘Very unjust’
African American  

business owner claims 

race played part in 

Walworth County zoning 

citations. Page 3A

By Eli Stokols, Noah Bierman,  

David S. Cloud and Don Lee

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump’s 

unconventional foreign pol-

icy appeared in disarray amid 

a series of setbacks around the 

globe and mounting signs that 

the president and his advisers 

were on the verge of losing sev-

eral risky policy bets.

The evidence came in one hot 

spot after another, from 

North Korea to Venezu-

ela, with pushback on 

multiple strategic fronts 

that left the White House 

scrambling.

Although Trump has 

conducted two splashy 

summits with North 

Korean ruler Kim Jong 

Un, Kim personally oversaw what 

appeared to be a short-range mis-

sile launch Friday. Analysts called 

the missile launch, its first since 

2017, a sign of Kim’s impa-

tience now that the talks 

have stalled.

In Venezuela, a U.S.-

backed military upris-

ing aimed at overthrow-

ing the leftist president, 

Nicolás Maduro, fizzled 

out in hours last Tuesday 

when few soldiers joined 

the attempted putsch. White 

House aides offered an array of 

excuses, blaming Russians and 

duplicitous military officers.

On Sunday, an unexpected 

Trump tweet threatening to 

increase tariffs on hundreds 

of billions of dollars worth of 

imports from China rattled stock 

markets and signaled fresh trou-

ble for trade talks with Beijing, 

a priority for the White House. 

Prospects for a deal, which had 

seemed possible this week, clearly 

dimmed.

And two months after Trump 

tweeted the Islamic State group “is 

now being badly beaten at every 

level,” the group’s elusive leader, 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, appeared 

on a videotape for the first time 

in five years and claimed his fol-

lowers had carried out the Easter 

bombings in Sri Lanka that killed 

nearly 300 people.

Faced with those challenges 

and others, the president and his 

advisers offered mixed messages, 

apologizing for and explaining 

away actions by Russia and North 

Korea while taking a harder line 

Trump’s troubles: President battles series of setbacks 
after some risky bets on foreign policy

Trump

Turn to TRUMP on Page 7A

Garden, landscape ordinances advance

Turn to GARDEN on Page 7A
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