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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Kate Olson went to UW-Madison 

to study civil engineering and con-

struction management.

After graduation, she pursued 

her profession for more than two 

years before deciding to train to 

become a carpenter.

On Thursday, Olson stood under 

a red and white awning and wel-

comed more than 300 high school 

students from four counties to J.P. 

Cullen’s Construc-

tion Career Fair.

Masons and con-

crete finishers, iron 

workers, electri-

cians, heavy equip-

ment operators—all 

the major players 

in the construction 

field—were there 

and eager to tell stu-

dents and teachers about their work.

Students learned about the 

trades and participated in hands-on 

activities, such as working in a por-

table welding booth, brick laying 

and pouring concrete.

This is the fifth construction 

career fair held at J.P. Cullen, said 

Teens give  
trades a try

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Anthony Gravedoni, a student at Delavan-Darien High School, tries his hand at pouring concrete Thursday during the 
annual JP Cullen Construction Career Fair at Cullen’s headquarters in Janesville. The career fair was attended by area 
high school students and included hands-on demonstrations of construction-related trades.

Beloit Memorial student Gabriela  
Barraza swings a hammer while partic-
ipating in a contest during the annual 
JP Cullen Construction Career Fair on 
Thursday.

Olson

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT

Former Vice President Dick 

Cheney said Thursday night he 

was concerned by President Don-

ald Trump’s decision made earlier 

this week to withdraw U.S. forces 

from Syrian territory now under 

attack by the Turkish military.

The Kurds who controlled the 

border region were American 

allies who helped the U.S. drive the 

Islamic State terror group from 

territory it once held across Syria 

and Iraq. Cheney, 78, said he wor-

ried the withdrawal could under-

mine the relationship between the 

U.S. and its Kurdish allies.

The declaration was part of 

a wide-ranging conversation 

Cheney had with former Gov. Scott 

Walker at Eaton Chapel on Beloit 

College’s campus Thursday night. 

The conservative student group 

Young Americans for Freedom 

hosted the event.

Walker asked questions sent 

from the crowd via text message 

on other issues of national secu-

rity, climate change, the Trump 

impeachment inquiry and other 

topics.

Men also involved 
in Trump lawyer’s 

Ukraine work

By Michael Biesecker, Michael 

Balsamo, Desmond Butler  

and Eric Tucker

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Two Florida business-

men tied to President Don-

ald Trump’s lawyer and 

the Ukraine impeachment 

investigation were charged 

Thursday with federal cam-

paign finance viola-

tions.

The charges 

relate to a $325,000 

donation to a group 

supporting Trump’s 

re-election.

Lev Parnas and 

Igor Fruman, asso-

ciates of Rudy 

Giuliani ,  were 

arrested Wednes-

day trying to board 

an international 

flight with one-way 

tickets at Dulles 

International Air-

port in Virginia, 

according to Geof-

frey Berman, the 

U.S. attorney in 

Manhattan. No destination 

was disclosed.

Parnas and Fruman were 

arrested on a four-count 

indictment that includes 

charges of conspiracy, mak-

ing false statements to the 

Federal Election Commis-

sion and falsification of 

records. The men had key 

roles in Giuliani’s efforts to 

launch a Ukrainian corrup-

tion investigation against 

Democratic presidential 

contender Joe Biden and 
his son Hunter.

The indictments mark 
the first criminal charges 
related to the Ukraine con-
troversy. While they do not 
suggest wrongdoing by the 
president, they raise addi-
tional questions about how 
those close to Trump and 
Giuliani sought to use their 
influence.

Trump has dismissed 
the impeachment inquiry 
as baseless and politically 
motivated. As he was leav-
ing the White House for a 
political rally in Minneap-
olis, Trump said he didn’t 
know Parnas or Fruman 

and hadn’t spoken 
with Giuliani about 
them.

“We have noth-
ing to do with it,” 
Trump said.

Giuliani said 
he couldn’t com-
ment and that he 
didn’t represent the 
men in campaign 
finance matters.

Records show 
that Parnas and 
Fruman used wire 
transfers from a 
corporate entity to 
make the $325,000 
donation to the 
America First 

Action committee in May 
2018. But wire transfer 
records that became pub-
lic through a lawsuit show 
that the corporate entity 
reported as making the 
transaction was not the 
source of the money.

The big donation to the 
Trump-allied PAC was part 
of a flurry of political spend-
ing tied to Parnas and Fru-
man, with at least $478,000 

Local contractor hosts  
construction job fair

Turn to TRADES on Page 7A

Giuliani associates 
arrested, charged 
over PAC donation

Parnas

Fruman

Turn to ARRESTS on Page 6A

Cheney admits concern  
over Trump’s Syria policy

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Former Vice President Dick Cheney, right, answers questions from for-
mer Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker on Thursday during an event hosted 
by the Beloit College Young Americans for Freedom.

Walker hosts VP’s appearance at Beloit College

Turn to CHENEY on Page 7A

Gunman sought
Janesville police are  

investigating a shooting 

that happened early 

Thursday on the city’s 

west side. Page 3A

A spike  

and a sweep
Parker sweeps 

Madison Memorial to 

improve its Big Eight 

volleyball record to 

6-2. Page 1B

Wildfire burns
Burning trash dumped 

on a California road  

grew into a wildfire 

fueled by strong winds 

Thursday. Page 6B
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