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Republican Attorney General Brad 
Schimel has spent the last year picking the 
controversial issues on which he will base 
his campaign for a second term.

The former Waukesha County district 
attorney isn’t in the media-frenzy orbits of 
President Donald Trump, Wisconsin’s U.S. 
senators and GOP Gov. Scott Walker.

But the 52-year-old conservative seems 
poised to run on his—and not Democrats’—
terms. He was elected in 2014 with 51 per-
cent of the vote.

Schimel will also make his fight against 
the epidemic of opioid and heroin abuse a 
centerpiece of his campaign, saying progress 
had been made in treatment and preven-
tion.

But the only Democrat running against 
Schimel, Josh Kaul, says Schimel should 
take go further and sue Big Pharma for 
damages, as dozens of Wisconsin counties 
have done.

Responding, Schimel 
said he and 41 other attor-
neys general are negotiat-
ing with pharmaceutical 
companies—talks that 
could end in a huge settle-
ment like the one with Big 
Tobacco.

In a WisconsinEye inter-
view last week, Schimel also 
said:

 � The U.S. Supreme 
Court should rule that a 
Colorado baker has a constitutional right to 
refuse to make a wedding cake for same-sex 
couple.

Although the right of same-sex couples 
to wed has been established by the Supreme 
Court, Schimel said the Colorado baker case 
poses a “different question.”

“Can they take their right to be married 
and now infringe on the legitimate religious 
liberty, beliefs or rights on a person who is 
an artist?,” Schimel said, adding,

“The strongest obligation I have is to 
protect the First Amendment rights of 
all people, because our government—and 
America—falls if the First Amendment falls.”

 � The landmark Roe v. Wade ruling that 
gave women the right to an abortion should 
be overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court.

“I’m a pro-life person,” said Schimel. He 
said he and his wife adopted two daughters, 
whose 18-year-old birth mothers chose to 
not have abortions.

Schimel also intervened in two abortion 
cases this year. He asked federal judges to 
uphold an Indiana law forbidding abortions 
because of race, gender or potential disabil-
ity of the fetus, and he urged the upholding 
of a law giving states the right to intercede 
on behalf of an addicted pregnant woman.

 � State and local officials can legally 
open a meeting with prayer.

“If officials wish to pray before the legis-
lative session, that’s clearly acceptable under 
our Constitution,” Schimel said.

 � While America must secure the Mexico 
border, the AG said there should be a “path 
to citizenship” for immigrants who “sign the 
guest book” and enter the country legally, 
and lawfully work to better their lives.

Schimel said he didn’t know if the wall 

President Trump wants built on the Mexican 
border is the answer.

But, “If we don’t secure that border we’ll 
continue to have those drugs flowing into 
America and money and guns flowing back 
into Mexico, which is destroying that nation, 
too.”

 � The wave of sexual assault and ha-
rassment complaints that have ended the 
careers of politicians, actors and enter-
tainment industry and business leaders is 
good because the focus is no longer on any 
personal choices made by the female victim.

Instead, Schimel said, “They’re looking at 
the (perpetrator) and saying, ‘What’s wrong 
with you?’ That’s great to see.”

But sexual harassment complaints 
against Wisconsin lawmakers should 
continue to be kept secret, he added. “We 
cannot disempower victims of abuse or 
sexual assault because, when we do that, the 
victims will not come forward.”

Last week Schimel refused to denounce 
Alabama GOP U.S. Senate candidate Roy 
Moore, who has been accused of sexually as-
saulting and harassing teenage girls decades 
ago.

Democrats attacked Schimel’s waffle. 
“Our AG—our chief law enforcement offi-
cial—needs to be a leader on these issues 
and should condemn this kind of inexcus-
able conduct,” tweeted Kaul, the son of 
former Democratic Attorney General Peg 
Lautenschlager.

One year ago, Schimel joined AGs from 
other states and asked Trump to overturn 
President Obama’s Clean Power order aimed 
at fighting climate change by dramatically 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions. Trump 
did just that.

Kaul’s campaign has other issues against 
Schimel: His defense of the photo ID voting 
requirement passed by Walker and GOP 
legislators. Schimel’s defense of 2011 GOP-
drawn maps of Assembly and Senate—maps 
Democrats say were drawn to minimize 
them.

Wisconsin’s attorney general, Kaul says, 
should champion “Wisconsin families, not 
partisan politics.”

Steven Walters is a senior producer for 
the nonprofit public affairs channel Wiscon-
sinEye. Contact him at stevenscwalters@
gmail.com.
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The GazetteOPINION

“Not supervising your kid is awe-
some right up until some psychopath 
kidnaps, rapes, and murders them. I 
want my son to develop fully, but he 
is gonna have to not die for that to 
happen.”

That was a reply someone sent to 
one of my tweets.

It raised my hackles. Does this 
tweeter not realize we are living in 
the safest time in human history—
that the crime rate today is back to 
what it was in 1963, when we thought 
it was safe enough to let kids go out 
and play? He is painting a gruesome 
and distorted picture of the world for 
his son. I feel for the guy. It’s not as if 
suddenly all parents became indi-
vidually terrified to the point where 
they stand next to their kids at the 
bus stop every morning. If everyone 
is doing it, clearly it’s because we are 
living in a culture that is shoving 
outlandish fear down our throats.

Sometimes people say to me, 
“It’s just natural 
to be protective of 
your child.” And 
it certainly is! Yet 
the idea that kids 
can never have any 
unsupervised time 
is new. Most likely, 
your parents loved 
you just as much as 
you love your kids, 
but they didn’t think 
that the moment 
they let you walk 
around the corner or 
ride your bike to a 
friend’s house, you’d 
get kidnapped, raped 
and murdered. 

That belief is 
what today’s parents 
have had dripped 
into them like mor-
phine.

How? 
Well, it’s insidious 

yet so normal. For 
instance, last month, 

a man drove by some 10-year-old boys 
in suburban Oregon, gave them an 
Oreo cake from Costco and drove off. 
It was a bit strange, yes. But it made 
it to the local news, and on the news, 
it was reported as a case of “stranger 
danger”—either a possible poison-
ing (the cake was not poisoned) or 
grooming for future illicit sexual 
encounters (even though the man did 
not attempt to grab the kids or even 
get to know them).

Every day, our brains get filled 
with these tales, cautioning us 
against a world filled with psycho-
paths. They loom large in the movies, 
on crime shows and in desperate 
local stories in which nothing hap-
pened but, in theory, something could 
have, which is supposedly enough for 
a three-minute segment on stranger 
danger in prime time.

When I was on “The Daily Show,” 
the brilliant Jordan Klepper (now 
host of his own show!) put it best. 
Interviewing a very worried psycho-
therapist who sounded the same 
alarm as my tweeter—that regardless 
of our low crime rate today, giving 
kids any freedom is tantamount to 
signing their death warrant—Klepper 
pretended to agree and said, “When 
there is no crime, then those kids can 
run out and play, but until that day...” 
And he pantomimed locking the kids 
inside.

Which is what the parents of Ra-
punzel did. And throughout history, 
we have recognized this as misguid-
ed.

It still is.
Lenore Skenazy is president of Let 

Grow, founder of Free-Range Kids 
and author of “Has the World Gone 
Skenazy?” Reach her at lskenazy@

yahoo.com.

Worry less, 
stop locking 
kids indoors
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Last week Schimel refused to denounce 

Alabama GOP U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore, 

who has been accused of sexually assaulting 

and harassing teenage girls decades ago.

Every day, our 

brains get filled 

with these 

tales, caution-

ing us against 

a world filled 

with psycho-

paths.

To SHINE sticking to timelines. The 

company deserves credit for the progress 

it’s making on construct-

ing a prototype facility on 

Highway 51 in Janesville. 

SHINE had envisioned 

opening a manufacturing 

plant years ago but has re-

peatedly delayed the proj-

ect. Skepticism mounted 

when the company pitched 

a new plan this year to first 

construct a prototype, prompting the city 

council to provide an additional $1.5 million 

in tax incentives. We’ve questioned wheth-

er enough investor interest for this project 

exists and whether the city might be better 

off directing tax incentives elsewhere. But 

SHINE officials say they expect the proto-

type to open next year, and so there’s hope 

for a future manufacturing plant.

To Hedberg Public Library. Predictions 

that libraries would become irrelevant in 

the digital age are proving 

misguided. Libraries have 

embraced digital content, 

most recently by upgrading 

their catalogs to include 

both digital and paper 

publications. As a result of 

switching to a new system, 

the Hedberg library plans 

to more than double the 

number of items available for checkout, 

from 750,000 to 2.1 million items. Patrons 

will be able to use their library cards at 28 

libraries in Rock, Walworth, Racine and 

Kenosha counties. Meanwhile, Hedberg Pub-

lic Library remains a popular gathering spot 

for children and adults, demonstrating dig-

ital devices haven’t replaced people’s need 

for human interactions. The new catalog 

system is further validation of the library’s 

importance, giving the community another 

reason to support the library’s $2.8 million 

remodeling project.

To secret, taxpayer-financed settle-
ments. Revelations that taxpayers coughed 

up $75,000 to settle a 

sexual harassment and dis-

crimination claim against a 

former state senator shows 

once again why the Legisla-

ture should release harass-

ment-related documents. 

The Milwaukee Journal 

Sentinel also reported last 

week three other sexu-

al-harassment complaints in the Legislature 

have been filed in the past decade. But both 

Assembly and Senate leaders have refused to 

release complaints or investigations, arguing 

doing so could reveal the victims’ identities. 

But as we and many others have pointed 

out, the Legislature can redact the names of 

victims and other information that might re-

veal their identities. Ongoing efforts to keep 

secret sexual misconduct is a disservice to 

voters, who deserve to know whether their 

representatives have engaged in immoral or 

unethical, perhaps even criminal, behavior.

To few people attending Medicaid 
hearing. First off, kudos to the few people 

who attended a hearing 

in Janesville on a waiver 

that allows Wisconsin to 

administer its version of 

Medicaid instead of imple-

menting a federal expan-

sion plan. Given the large 

number of people affected 

by health care and the high 

poverty rates in this area, 

one might have expected greater interest in 

attending this hearing, one of only two in 

the state. (The public can submit comments 

via email at wisconsin1115clawaiver@dhs.

wisconsin.gov until Jan. 4.) Wisconsin’s 

Medicaid program cost $8.6 billion last year, 

and state taxpayers picked up about one-

third of the bill. Medicaid’s share of the state 

budget has grown steadily over the years, 

while health care will remain a major issue 

in next year’s elections. Whether you’re for 

or against Medicaid’s expansion, it’s import-

ant to stay engaged and let officials know 

where you stand on the issue.

Schimel touts his conservative 
credentials in re-election bid


