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•Edna M. Atkins
•Norbert L. Aurit
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•Clara Jo A. (Gadjosik) C.J. 
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World Cup 2018
France, Belgium, England 

and Croatia are the final 

four teams in the hunt for 

the championship. Page 4B

Officer honored
In May, Randy Swatek was 

named the Correctional 

Officer of the Year.  

Page 3A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 61  

Delightful with 
plenty of sun
More on 9A

JANESVILLE
Records about two Rock 

County sheriff candidates re-
leased by the sheriff ’s office 
Saturday are sure to play a role 
in voters’ decisions in upcoming 
elections.

Gary Groelle, a captain with 
the sheriff ’s office, and Troy 
Knudson, a commander at the 
office, face off in the Aug. 14 
Democratic primary.

The records 
charge Groelle 
violated sheriff ’s 
office rules and 
state statutes in 
incidents over 
the past year.

Groelle re-
sponded to 
those allega-
tions Thursday 
in a Gazette 
story, saying his 
personnel file 
was “spiked” 
with a disci-
plinary report 
that is “phony,” 
and he alleges 
Sheriff Robert 

Spoden has political motives 
for doing so.

Spoden has denied that 
charge.

The Gazette 
reviewed the re-
ports Saturday. 
They cover alle-
gations against 
Groelle already 
reported in The 
Gazette and 
some that were 
not made public 

until now. The records show:
 � Groelle used information 

about official sheriff ’s office 
business on his campaign Face-
book page. The information was 
about a forum for the Janesville 
Area Rental Property Associ-
ation that Groelle attended in 
March.

Chief Deputy Barbara Till-
man issued a “fair warning” 
performance review to Groelle 
for this violation of the sheriff ’s 
office’s general orders.

 � Groelle violated the same 
rules at a May 17 Rock County 
law enforcement memorial cer-
emony for officers who died in 
the line of duty.

Someone posted photos of 
Groelle in uniform, posing with 
the memorial’s keynote speaker, 
on his campaign Facebook page.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
It is not up for debate whether the Milton 

Fire Department needs a new fire station.
But still to be determined are where the 

station will be located, who can use it and 
how it will be paid for.

At its June meeting, the Milton Joint Fire 
Commission decided to create a subcommit-
tee to hash out details of how the Milton Fire 
Department should move forward toward a 
new station.

Fire Chief Randy Banker said he hopes the 
subcommittee can start working by the end 
of July. Committee membership and meeting 
times have yet to be determined.

The subcommittee will include represen-

tatives from Janesville, the city of Milton 

and the town of Milton, said Lynda Clark, 

member of the Milton Joint Fire Commission 

representing the city of Milton.

In October, the Milton and Janesville fire 

departments began sharing administrative 

resources, making Banker the chief for both 

departments.

It is one of the latest steps in a reorga-

nization plan from the Milton Fire Depart-

ment that included creating a shared services 

agreement with the Janesville Fire Depart-

ment.

Shared services between the two depart-

ments began in February 2016, Banker said. 

An intergovernmental agreement between 

the cities expanded shared services in early 

2017.

Building a station
The Janesville Fire Department for years 

has needed a fire station on the north side 

of Janesville, according to a previous report 

from The Gazette.

Milton has outgrown its fire station on 

Station considerations

Banker

JANESVILLE

SOURCE: Gazette files
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Milton Fire Department  
trying to solidify plans  

for a second station 

By David G. Savage

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
Leonard Leo, a vice president of the con-

servative Federalist Society, will soon have 
his own grateful bloc of ideological allies on 
the Supreme Court.

Since the 1990s, he has been one of the 
most important inside players in the conser-
vative legal movement and the man to see 
for those who aspire to sit on the nation’s 
highest courts.

Leo has been a longtime friend and cham-
pion of Justice Clarence Thomas, and he 
played a crucial role in promoting the two 
most recent Republican appointees to the 
high court: Justices Samuel A. Alito Jr. and 
Neil M. Gorsuch.

And Monday, President Donald Trump is 
expected to nominate another new justice 
from the short list prepared by Leo and the 
Federalist Society.

It is quite an accomplishment for a young 

lawyer who came to Washington not for 
money or prestige, but instead to transform 
the Supreme Court and to bring it in line with 
conservative principles, including ending a 

court-created right to abortion.

“No one has been more dedicated to the 

enterprise of building a Supreme Court that 

will overturn Roe vs. Wade than the Feder-

alist Society’s Leonard Leo,” Ed Whelan, a 

former clerk for Justice Antonin Scalia and 

president of the Ethics and Public Policy 

Center, wrote in December 2016, shortly 

before Trump nominated Gorsuch to fill 

Scalia’s seat.

For his part, Leo, 52, downplays the talk 

of overturning the abortion right. “The left 

has been using Roe vs. Wade as a scare tactic 

since 1982,” he said in a recent TV interview. 

“This is not about overturning a particular 

case. It’s about getting the Constitution 

right.”

Leo’s detractors scoff at such claims and 

predict that a solidly conservative court will 

target liberal rulings.

Leo is always careful to emphasize that 

Trump is in charge of the court selection 

Federalist Society’s Leo has worked for years to transform the Supreme Court

Associated Press
A 2016 photo shows Leonard Leo, executive vice 
president of the Federalist Society, speaking to 
media at Trump Tower in New York. Leo is ad-
vising President Donald Trump on his Supreme 
Court nominee. Trump is expected to announce 
his nominee Monday.

Building a bloc
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Documents tell tales 
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