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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
39°/34°

Mostly cloudy

FRIDAY
44°/29°

Cloudy and milder

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A

Building’s future debated
Church members and others attending a 

meeting about the future of St. Patrick Catholic 
School on Wednesday night were excited and 
upbeat. Suggestions included a Fourth Ward 
community center, a site for adult education 
and child care, and partnerships with a variety 
of community organizations. The church an-
nounced last month that the school will close 
at the end of the school year.

STATE • 2A

Juvenile prison bill advances
The state Assembly passed a sweeping bipar-

tisan overhaul of Wisconsin’s juvenile justice 
system Wednesday, approving a bill that would 
close the troubled Lincoln Hills youth prison by 
2021. Gov. Scott Walker supports the measure, 
but it’s unclear whether it can clear the Senate. 
Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald has refused to 
commit to the measure, saying passing it would 
be a “heavy lift.”

NATION/WORLD • 5B-6B

Evangelist Graham dies at 99
The Rev. Billy Graham, dubbed “America’s 

Pastor” and the “Protestant Pope,” died Wednes-
day at his North Carolina home at age 99 after 
achieving a level of influence and reach no other 
evangelist is likely ever to match. The North Car-
olina-born Graham transformed the tent reviv-
al into an event that filled football arenas, and 
reached the masses by making pioneering use 
of television in prosperous postwar America.
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Food & Drink • 8C

Four Dishes: Bar fare 

gets a tasty twist 

at The Looking Glass 

in Janesville
quick kicks

FOOD & DRINK

Soulful smorgasbord

Blackhawk Technical College 

Culinary Arts program students 

will tempt your taste buds at 

the school’s annual soul food 

luncheon from 11:30 a.m. to 

1 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 

27, in the north 

commons of the 

central campus, 

6004 S. County 

G, Janesville.

The menu 

features baked and fried chicken, 

ham-fried catfish, barbecued 

ribs, okra, candied yams, collard 

greens, black-eyed peas, macaroni 

& cheese, spaghetti, corn bread, 

red velvet cake, peach cobbler and 

sweet potato pie. 

The Harlan Jefferson Duo will 

provide live entertainment. 

Admission is $10 per person 

and $8 for senior citizens.  Res-

ervations and takeout orders are 

due Friday. To reserve a spot, visit 

tinyurl.com/BTCSoulFood or call 

608-757-7717.

FILM

Did you get the memo?

Swing by the Janesville Per-

forming Arts Center, 408 S. Main 

St., Janesville, at 8 p.m. Friday for 

a screening of “Office Space” as 

part of “Brew and 

View” in JPAC’s 

gallery theater.

Along with 

the film and 
free 

popcorn, the event features craft 

beers from Rock County Brewing 

Co. Guests must be at least 21 

years old, and seating is limited to 

the first 100 people.

Cost is $5 at the door. For more 

information, call 608-758-0297 or 

visit JanesvillePAC.org.

MUSIC

The mastery of Mahler

The Beloit-Janesville Sym-

phony Orchestra will perform 

Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 

5 in both Janesville and Beloit on 

March 10-11.

In Janes-

ville, the 

show will be  

at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, March 

10, at the Janesville Performing 

Arts Center, 408 S. Main St. Doors 

open at 6:30 p.m., and “Welcome 

to the Age of Psychology,” a 

pre-concert talk presented by 

BJSO Music Director Rob Tomaro, 

will start at 6:45 p.m. On Sunday, 

March 11, the show moves to the 

Eclipse Center, 3 Eclipse Center, 

Beloit, for a 2 p.m. matinee. Doors 

open at 1 p.m., and Tomaro’s 

discussion will begin at 1:15 p.m.

Cost is $20 for adults, $5 for 

students and free to children 

accompanying adults. A cash bar 

and complimentary snacks will be 

available at both performances.

For advance tickets in 

Janesville, visit JanesvillePAC.org 

or call 608-758-0297. In Beloit, go 

to BeloitJanesvilleSymphony.org, 

call 608-313-1200 or visit Attic 

Quilts, 319 State St.

PETS

Animal allies assemble

More than 50 exhibitors, 

animal-related vendors and artists 

will show their wares during Arftic 

Art for Animals from 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at the 

Pontiac Convention Center, 2809 

N. Pontiac Drive, Janesville.

The Friends of Noah-WI fund-

raiser also features raffles, 

foster friends, a 

silent auction live 

music and more.

Cost is $5 per person 

and children younger than 10 will 

be admitted free.
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Gotta 

dance!
Local showcase 

features area’s most 

graceful youngsters

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—There is 

little time off for compet-

itive dancers—even the 

young ones.

Twenty kids ages 9 to 

16 will perform 14 routines 

during the Local Dance 

Showcase at the Janesville 

Performing Arts Center later 

this month in preparation for 

their competitive dance sea-

son, said Life Dance Academy 

owner Tanya Adkins.

The showcase allows danc-

ers an opportunity to perform 

in front of an audience on 

stage before the added pres-

sure of competition, Adkins 

said.

It’s also an opportuni-

ty to bring dance to JPAC 

instead of the usual plays and 

concerts, said JPAC Executive 

Director Nate Burkhart.

JPAC has partnered with 

Life Dance Academy for three 

years for the showcase. Pro-

ceeds from the event go back 

to the performing arts center, 

Burkhart said.

The dancers start practic-

ing in September for com-

petition season, which lasts 

from February to May, Adkins 

said. Dancers often spend six 

or more hours a day at school 

and then take six hours of 

dance class a week, she said.

“These families sacrifice a 

lot,” Adkins said.

The competition team per-

forms a compilation of duets, 

trios and other group dances 

across a variety of genres, 

Two-state store tours 

take place March 2-3

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—If I were 

to estimate, I think 75 

percent of the items I 

have bought in my life 

were bought second-hand.

When I was younger, it 

was embarrassing to buy 

clothes at thrift stores. Now I 

embrace it as I flaunt my $4 

Kate Spade purse or $2 work 

pants.

So it seemed natural to 

send me and fellow vintage 

loving reporter Catherine 

Idzerda on a mission to 

seek out a route for the fifth 

annual Vintage Shop Hop on 

Friday-Saturday, March 2-3. 

The event is a self-guided 

tour of vintage and consign-

ment stores, according to a 

news release.

Vintage Shop Hop includes 

more than 400 stores span-

ning across southern Wis-

consin and northern Illinois, 

according to the release. It 

has more than doubled in size 

since the first event was held 

in 2013.

Each store on the hop will 

offer some special promotion. 

Some will have treats, others 

sales or gifts for shoppers, 

according to the release.

For shoppers in the Janes-

ville-Beloit area, we found a 

trip along Highway 51 had 

a lot to offer. We started at 

Gazette reporters follow route for Vintage Shop Hop

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com

Holly and Steven Enk stand inside their Janesville shop, Vintage Junk-

ies. The store will be part of the Vintage Shop Hop featuring  stores 

throughout northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin on March 2-3.

IF YOU GO

What: Vintage Shop Hop, 

a self-guided tour of vintage 

shops and boutiques across 

southern Wisconsin and 

northern Illinois.

When: Friday-Saturday, 

March 2-3. Time is depen-

dent on when shops open for 

business.

Where: For a list of 

participating locations, visit 

vintageshophop.blogspot.

com.

Maple Sugar Fest  

taps into tastiness 

of real maple syrup

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

B
ELOIT—As Andy Tuszynksi trudged out to the 

Welty Enviromental Center’s sugarbush—a stand 

of sugar maple trees in the expanse of Beloit’s 

Big Hill Park that surrounds the environmental 

center—he mused that what he was about to try probably 

wouldn’t work.

A Gazette reporter who’d never tasted real maple syrup 

sap in the wild had convinced Tuszynski to give it a shot 

anyway. Reluctantly, Tuszynski hunted through the snow 

in a grove of bare trees, looking for the tell-tale signs of a 

sugar maple: vertical bark ridges and nubby twigs pok-

ing out of opposite sides of each branch.

Tuszynski, who is Welty Environ-

mental Center’s environmental 

educator, spotted a mature sugar 

maple. He produced a hand drive 

from his white drywall bucket 

and bored an inch-deep hole in 

the tree’s trunk before working a 

metal spigot (its technical name is a 

spile) into the hole.

And … nothing came out. No maple 

sap. No nothing. Not a drop or a drip.

The wind hissed through the trees like the 

sigh of an annoyed, old woodsman.

“As I expected, it’s still too cold for sap,” Tuszynski 

said. “You’ll have to wait a few weeks, at least.”

The temperature had been climbing from the low teens 

into the mid-20s for a few days, but that’s not quite warm 

enough to induce the park’s maple trees to begin 

circulating their sap up and down their 

trunks, Tuszynski said.

Welty Environmental Cen-

ter officials aren’t counting 

on the nearby sugar maple 

trees to start spitting 

sap in time for its annual 

Maple Sugar Fest this Sat-

urday. The center has ordered 

enough locally-sourced maple syr-

up to top the pancakes and sausage it 

will serve for breakfast at the annual festival.

Whether trees on the grounds are producing sap in 

the coming days, Maple Sugar Fest has contingency plans 

in place to show off tree tapping and sap-boiling demos for 

people to learn the finer points of maple syrup making.

“Even if the weather and the timing’s off, we’ve thought 

up ways to goose things a little bit,” said Brenda Plakans, 

Welty’s Executive Director.

Sticky 

sweet

Turn to SYRUP on Page 1C

Turn to SHOP on Page 5C

IF YOU GO

What: Local Dance 

Showcase

When: 2 to 4 p.m. Sun-

day, Feb. 25.

Where: Janesville Per-

forming Arts Center, 408 S. 

Main St., Janesville.

Cost: $5 per person

Tickets: Call the Janes-

ville Performing Arts Center 

box office at 608-758-0297 

or visit JanesvillePAC.org.

Turn to DANCE on Page 5C

INSIDE

Maple Sugar Fest 
combines outdoor 
education with sweet 
pancake breakfast .
kicks

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

What’s the best way to stop 

a school shooter?

Wisconsin Attorney Gener-

al Brad Schimel said it might 

help if school districts could 

arm teachers.

“When you make a school 

a gun-free school zone, the 

only person that you’re stop-

ping is the law-abiding gun 

owner that doesn’t want to get 

in trouble,” Schimel said in a 

recent interview with Milwau-

kee’s WTMJ radio.

Schimel suggested that 

school districts should have 

the option of arming teachers, 

and he said his office would 

provide gun training to school 

staff if lawmakers would allow 

it.

Schimel’s comments came 

almost a week after 17 peo-

ple were killed at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High 

School in Parkland, Florida.

Nikolas Cruz, 19, is accused 

of the killings, and federal 

authorities said Cruz legally 
bought the AR-15 rifle he is 
accused of using.

The Gazette asked a hand-
ful of Janesville School Board 
members and safety experts 
what they thought about 
Schimel’s suggestion and 
about overall school safety in 
Janesville.

Brian Donohoue is a former 
Janesville police officer work-
ing part time as the school 
district’s police liaison.

“I would be opposed to it,” 
Donohoue said. “And I don’t 
think you’d see a lot of support 
from teachers.”

His objections range from 
concerns about training to ac-
cidents that can happen even 
to seasoned professionals. 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

T
his time, no more turns.

This time, it’s on to 
nationals—or at least Lego 

Land.
St. William Catholic School’s 

First Lego League team got 
together Tuesday for a final prac-
tice in advance of Sunday’s state 
Lego robotics competition.

This is the team’s third trip to 
state, and its returning members 
are determined to make this 
their best effort. Half the team 
will graduate in June.

Sure, they could be on a First 
Lego League team at Parker or 
Craig high schools, but it won’t 
be the same.

“We’re like a family,” said 

Olivia Mauritz, throwing her arm 

around two of her teammates.

Here’s how a Lego robotics 

competition works:

Students are given a theme—

this year it was water—and get a 

game board and a Lego robotics 

kit.

From there, the students 

have to build and program their 

robots to perform tasks on the 

game board. For example, the 

robot might have to pick up and 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Connie Bouton’s home on Bing-

ham Avenue doesn’t have a base-

ment, and her sump pump couldn’t 

keep up Tuesday.

The water rushed in.

Bouton lives a block from Beloit 

Avenue in a low-lying neighbor-

hood on Janesville’s southeast side 

plagued by flooding.

“It was pouring in. I’ve never seen 

anything happen so fast,” Bouton 

said. “People don’t believe you when 

you call them and say, ‘Hey, I’m get-

ting flooded down here.’ They think 

you’re joking.”

The Gazette posted a video Tues-

day of Bouton wading through waist-

high water as she held her Yorkshire 

terrier. She had to flee her house and 

shut off the power. The water was just 

too much.

She had another dog to rescue, a 

mastiff, that she went back and re-

trieved with a friend.

Dee Patt lives in the same neigh-

borhood in a home with a basement 

furnished with fresh carpet, scat-

tered chairs and piled-on storage 

containers. She didn’t see a drop of 

water during Tuesday’s flooding.

Patt raised the lower-level of her 

basement about 18 inches and in-

stalled sump pumps after the base-

ment first flooded in 1978. It hasn’t 

flooded since.

She has lived there since 1968 and 

said the area floods frequently.

She learned a hard lesson in 1978.

“We got smart and got sump 

Blocks 

into 

bots

IF YOU GO

What: Lego League state competition
When: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25. The robot contests take place in 

the afternoon.
Where: Parker High School, 3125 Mineral Point Ave., Janesville.
Members of the St. William Catholic School team include Jack Brost, 

Olivia Mauritz, Kyna Smith, Carter Smalley, Eva Schroeder and Begonia 
Vingers. The team is coached by Bob Getka, Mimi Hahn and Jim Speece.

What are the options?

St. William students 
prepare for state  

Lego robotics contest

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Above: St. William students Carter Smalley, left, and Olivia Mauritz 
place a piece back onto their team’s First Lego League robot Tuesday at 
the school in Janesville. The St. William squad is one of 36 scheduled to 
compete in Sunday’s state robotics competition. Below: Team members 
watch their robot perform a task Tuesday. How the robot performs is just 
one part of Sunday’s state competition; judges will also test the students.

Counting the inches in one waterlogged neighborhood

Nate Jackson/njackson@gazettextra .com
A pipe connected to a sump pump removes water from Steve Peck’s 
basement Wednesday in Janesville.

By Catherine Lucey and Matthew Daly

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Spilling out wrenching tales of lost lives and 

stolen security, students and parents appealed 

to President Donald Trump on Wednesday to 

set politics aside and protect America’s school 

children from the scourge of gun violence. 

Trump listened intently to the raw emotion 

and pledged action, including the possibility 

of arming teachers.

“I turned 18 the day after” the shooting, said 

a tearful Samuel Zeif, a student at the Florida 

high school where a former student’s assault 

left 17 dead last week. “Woke up to the news 

Janesville residents fight 
water getting into houses

Turn to FLOOD on Page 7A

Turn to BLOCKS on Page 7A

Officials disagree 
with proposal  

to arm teachers

Turn to TEACHERS on Page 6A

School shooting survivors, 
families meet with Trump

RELATED

• Student protests: High 
schoolers across the country walked out 
of schools as part of a call for tighter gun 
control ./5B

Turn to MEET on Page 6A

Associated Press
A member of the Syrian Civil Defense group known 
as the White Helmets rescues a young girl from 
a building damaged by airstrikes and shelling by 
Syrian government forces in Ghouta, a suburb of 
Damascus, Syria. New airstrikes and shelling on 
the besieged, rebel-held suburbs of the Syrian cap-
ital killed at least 10 people Wednesday, a rescue 
organization and a monitoring group said. Story 
on Page 5B.

Assad forces shell suburbs
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