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City to start vetting GM site plan

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city of Janesville now has 

a basic roadmap of how owners 

of the former General Motors site 

might redevelop the property.

It might take weeks or months 

of fine tuning in the hands of city 

planners and the city’s plan com-

mission, but Commercial Devel-

opment Company has given the 

city a preliminary plan of how 

redevelopment might roll for-

ward on the 260-acre site it is 

now calling Centennial Indus-

trial Park.

Commercial Development 

Company, a St. Louis firm that 

bought the site in 2018, has 

mostly cleared nearly 5 million 

square feet of former auto plant 

buildings from the site. In tan-

dem with ongoing environmen-

tal cleanup of the site, Commer-

cial Development is seeking clear-

ance from the city’s plan commis-

sion for a planned-unit develop-

ment proposal that the company 

and city staff say would create 

a “flexible” strategy for future 

redevelopment.

The plan commission Mon-

day set a Dec. 16 public hearing 
to review the planned-unit pro-

posal.
In a 30-page report, Commer-

cial Development shows initial 
plans to divide the site—the larg-

est industrial redevelopment site 
in the city’s history—into 12 par-

cels ranging in size from 7 to 45 
acres.

Most of the parcels, according 
to the report, would be earmarked 

for development of multiple mid-

size industrial facilities.

But the plan, as Commercial 

Development earlier had sug-

gested might be the case, desig-

nates some land on the north and 

south end of the former GM site—

about 35 acres in total—as “mixed 

use.” It is a sort of combination 

zoning that could allow light or 

specialized industry, convenience 

stores, restaurants, office space 

or, potentially, new housing.

Commercial Development’s 

report has been in the works for 
about a year, and it was recently 
submitted to city planners under 
a provision in the city’s zoning 
code that requires developers or 
property owners to provide pre-
liminary plans for redevelopment 
sites.

Commercial Development’s 
strategy would operate under a 
dual process: First, the city’s plan 
commission would OK a sweep-
ing, planned-unit development 
that would lay out a framework 
for future redevelopment of the 
GM site.

The plan commission first 
requires a public hearing on 

By Bernard Condon and Jim Mustian

Associated Press

NEW YORK

A wave of new laws in 15 states that 
allow people to make claims of sex-
ual abuse going back decades could 
bring a deluge of lawsuits against the 
Roman Catholic Church that could 
surpass anything seen so far in its 
clergy abuse crisis.

Associated Press reporting found it 
could result in thousands of new cases 
against the church and more than $4 
billion in payouts.

It’s a financial reckoning playing 
out in such populous Catholic strong-
holds as New York, California and New 
Jersey, among the eight states that go 
the furthest with “lookback windows” 
that allow sex abuse claims no mat-
ter how old.

That has lawyers fighting for cli-
ents with TV ads and billboards ask-
ing, “Were you abused by the church?” 
And Catholic dioceses are consider-
ing bankruptcy, victim compensation 
funds and even tapping valuable real 
estate to stay afloat.

“It’s like a whole new begin-
ning for me,” said 71-year-old Nancy 
Holling-Lonnecker of San Diego, who 
plans to take advantage of an upcom-
ing three-year window for such suits in 
California. Her claim dates back to the 
1950s, when she says a priest repeat-
edly raped her in a confession booth 
beginning when she was 7 years old.

“The survivors coming forward 
now have been holding on to this hor-
rific experience all of their lives,” she 
said. “They bottled up those emotions 
all of these years because there was no 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

State Department of 
Transportation officials 
didn’t make it official Mon-

day, but it appears the Mil-

waukee Street bridge could 
open this week to at least 
one lane of traffic.

Maybe even two lanes.
On Monday, crews 

swept the areas where the 
east and west sides of Mil-

waukee Street tie into the 
rebuilt bridge. In the morn-

ing, the bridge contrac-

tor set out concrete barri-

ers along the south side of 
the bridge, where crews still 
must build the side railings 
and façade.

Paul Woodard, city pub-

lic works director, said he 
believes the DOT might 
reopen one—if not both 
lanes—on the bridge this 
week.

Woodard said the city  

has pressed the DOT and 
bridge contractor Zenith 
Tech for weeks to open 
at least one lane, regard-

less of whether the bridge 
project is completely fin-

ished or not. Even one open 
lane would allow down-

town traffic to resume a 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Barricades remain on the new Milwaukee Street bridge in downtown Janesville on Monday, but Public Works 
Director Paul Woodard believes the state Department of Transportation might reopen one lane to traffic this 
week.

Developer offers details 
on preliminary intent 

for redevelopment

In a 30-page report, Commercial Development shows initial plans 

to divide the site—the largest industrial redevelopment site in the city’s 

history—into 12 parcels ranging in size from 7 to 45 acres.

Bridge 
might 

partially 
reopen 

this week
DOT has not made 
official decision yet

Turn to PLAN on Page 6A

Turn to BRIDGE on Page 6A

Catholic 
Church faces 

fresh wave 
of abuse suits

 Æ New laws in 15 states could 
result in thousands of new cases

Turn to CHURCH on Page 7A

Armed teen shot
A police officer shot 

an armed student in a 

classroom Monday at 

Waukesha South High 

School. Page 2A

Bucks win big
Giannis scores 29 

points and grabs 15 

rebounds as Bucks 

stomp Knicks, 132-88, 

on Monday. Page 1B

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=74799cba-058b-53ca-aa5a-d6cca6964ebe
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=74799cba-058b-53ca-aa5a-d6cca6964ebe
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=74799cba-058b-53ca-aa5a-d6cca6964ebe
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=74799cba-058b-53ca-aa5a-d6cca6964ebe
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=74799cba-058b-53ca-aa5a-d6cca6964ebe
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=74799cba-058b-53ca-aa5a-d6cca6964ebe

