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Craig swimmers 

win on final event
The Craig boys edged 

rivals from Parker in a Big 

Eight dual meet Friday in 

the final relay. Page 1B

Parker boys basketball 

wins Big Eight opener
The Vikings ended a drought that 

dated back to 2015 by winning their 

conference opener Friday at Verona, 

70-60. Page 1B

©2019 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Users of Janesville’s trail 

system clearly want the trails 

to extend north to Milton, 

according to results of the 

city’s 2019 trail user survey.

That’s among the high-

lights from this year’s sur-

vey, which the city has con-

ducted triennially since 2010, 

said Alexander Brown, met-

ropolitan planning organiza-

tion coordinator.

City staff uses the survey 

to study trends and gather 

feedback. More important, 

staffers also use the data for 

grant applications, Brown 

told the plan commission 

this week. 

When asked which desti-

nation users want to see the 

trails serve, 24 of 57 users 

said they would like to see 

the trails lead to Milton. That 

was double the next-highest 

response, with 12 users sug-

gesting Beloit, according to 

the survey report.

That has prompted city 

officials to apply for a grant 

that would connect the Ice 

Age Trail in Janesville to the 

Glacial River Trail, which runs 

along Highway 26 through 

Milton and ends between 

Watertown and Juneau, 

Brown said.

At Monday’s meeting, 

Commissioner Carl Weber 

asked Brown whether it was 

better to use resources on 

trails within the city rather 

than build trails outside the 

city that likely would serve 

non-Janesville residents.

The 2019 survey reflects 

trail users, not necessar-

ily the Janesville commu-

nity, Brown replied. Plans for 

intercity trail connections are 

mapped out in the metropol-

itan planning organization’s 

long-range plans, he said.

The survey report shows 

85% of trail users surveyed 

were Janesville residents.

Of the survey respon-

dents, 26% said they travel 

zero to three miles to reach 

the trails, which Brown said 

shows the city has an “enthu-

siastic base” of people using 

trails in or near their neigh-

borhoods.

Conversely, 25% of users 

said they travel more than 15 

Survey encourages city to pursue trail connection to Milton

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Hallie Kohn and her 12-year-old son Oliver Kohn walk with their puppy Legolas on Thursday on the Ice Age Trail near North Wright 
Road in Janesville. This year’s survey of trail users shows many of them want the city to extend the trail system to Milton.

By Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON
American businesses have complained for 

years that they can’t find the workers they need 

to fill available jobs. November’s robust hiring 

gain suggests that at least some have found a 

way to do so.

With the unemployment rate now at a 

half-century low of 3.5%, many economists 

have also warned that hiring would soon slow 

simply because there are fewer unemployed 

workers available.

That day could still come, but it didn’t arrive 

in November. Employers added 266,000 jobs 

last month, the most since January. Monthly 

hiring has, in fact, picked up since earlier this 

year: It averaged 205,000 for the past three 

months, up from a recent low of 135,000 in July.

Friday’s jobs report largely squelched fears 

of a recession that had taken hold in the sum-

mer. Steady job growth has helped reassure 

consumers that the economy is expanding and 

that their jobs and incomes remain secure. 

That should boost spending and growth in 

the months ahead.

President Donald Trump seized on the 

strong jobs report as he tries to focus voters’ 

attention on the state of the economy rather 

than the impeachment inquiry being led by 

House Democrats. The latest numbers also 

By John T. Bennett

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON
A trade agreement with China that Pres-

ident Donald Trump boastfully announced 
nearly two months ago remains stalled, despite 
a top White House economic adviser’s Friday 
pledge that a final deal is “close.”

On Thursday, the often-verbose presi-
dent was notably succinct when a reporter 

asked about the on-again, 
off-again, on-again China 
trade negotiations, includ-

ing whether he would follow through on a 
threat to slap 15% tariffs on $160 billion worth 
of Chinese-made items Dec. 15.

“Well, we’ll have to see. But right now we’re 
moving along. We’re not discussing that, but 
we are having very major discussions on 

US firms  
keep hiring,  

easing worries  
of recession

Numbers could help boost 
consumer spending in future

Elusive deal  
on China trade  

is always ‘close’

ANALYSIS

Trump White House always 
keeps prospect just over horizon

Go north?

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In his lifetime, Rollin “Ole” Natter 

was, among other things, a minor league 

baseball umpire, a high 

school teacher and a 

regional restaurateur.

Yet he might be best 

known as one of the 

people responsible for 

bringing Janesville’s 

north side its signature 

roadside attraction: Bes-

sie the Cow.

Bessie, the doe-eyed, 16-foot-tall, 

sculpted Guernsey(ish) cow, still stands 

near where she originally was placed on 

the north end of Milton Avenue.

The brown and white cow has super-

vised the same neighborhood for most of 

the years since 1965. That was the year 

the nexus of Milton Avenue and Inter-

state 90/39 became the Janesville Oasis. 

It’s where Natter for decades ran a hand-

ful of businesses, including a restaurant, 

cheese shop and a motel.

The Oasis is long gone, replaced by 

a Menards and a bevy of chain eateries 

including an Arby’s restauraunt.

And like the Oasis, “Ole” Natter is 

gone, too. He died Nov. 25 at age 90.

Near the Milton Avenue Arby’s, Bes-

sie remains the giant, gently beckoning 

sentinel that Natter conceived her to 

be, even in the days before selfies were 

called selfies. This week, she was clad in 

red booties.
Terry McGuire, a Janesville developer 

and commercial real estate broker, said 
he remembers learning quickly what 
Natter was made of.

Until McGuire and a group of inves-
tors tried to buy the former Oasis proper-
ties for redevelopment in 2005, McGuire 
hadn’t known Natter—a former member 
of the U.S. Navy, Milton College gradu-
ate and onetime social studies teacher 
and athletics coach at Janesville High 
School.

McGuire knew Natter had been a for-
mer Wisconsin Restaurant Association 
president. He knew Natter had been the 
proprietor of more than a half-dozen 
restaurants between the state line and 
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Natter’s legacy: Restaurants, Bessie the Cow
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