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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 49 | Low 12  
Spotty afternoon 
showers; breezy

More on 11A

Finalists named
An assistant Janesville 

city attorney is among 

three finalists to be 

the next administrator 

for the town of Beloit. 

Page 8A

Parker prevails
The Vikings used five pins 

to beat the cross-town rival 

Craig Cougars to end a 

12-match losing streak and 

claim the rivalry trophy for 

the first time. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........38 +3 11,529
Deaths ........ 1 0 106
 Total Change
Hosp. .....37 (Dec. 21) -6 (from Dec. 14)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 27%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A round of applause broke out 

after the first health care worker at 

Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma 

Center, Janesville, received his 

COVID-19 vaccine Tuesday.

A long-awaited moment arrived 

for hundreds of health care work-

ers as vaccines began being admin-

istered at about 2:30 p.m.

The line for people waiting to 

get the vaccine snaked down and 

around a long hallway. By 4 p.m., 

184 employees had been vaccinated, 

according to a news release.

Imdad Ahmed, an electrophysi-

ologist, was the first to get the vac-

cine in Janesville. And while the 

event was historic and much antic-

ipated, it took only a few seconds 

before he could continue on his day.

“Today is a historic day for us all,” 

Ahmed said.

Vaccine push underway

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Emergency department physician Giuseppe Altamore, left, receives a COVID-19 vaccine from a nurse at Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Cen-
ter in Janesville on Tuesday.

A medical 
worker holds 
a vial of the 
Pfizer- 
BioNtech 
COVID-19 
vaccine used 
to vaccinate 
healthcare 
workers at 
Mercyhealth 
Hospital and 
Trauma  
Center in 
Janesville  
on Tuesday.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

H
undreds of cars paraded 
through Janesville 
on Dec. 4, 1960, as an 

expression of faith and growth 

in a local church.

Members of Cargill United 

Methodist Church plan to 

mark the 60th anniversary of 

that event by doing it again in 

an act that highlights the great 

changes in Christian churches 

and in Janesville over that 

time.

The procession is set to start 

near the site of the old church, 

near the downtown YMCA, at 

6:30 p.m. Thursday. The fact 

that it’s Christmas Eve is signif-

icant. That was the date of the 

first service in the sanctuary of 

the new church, according to a 

history compiled by the current 

pastor, the Rev. Steve Scott.

Church member Nancy  

Sonntag, who came up with 

the idea for the re-enactment, 

has heard excitement from 

church members, past and pres-

ent, including some who live 

out of town or have not been to 

church for a long time.

No street blockages are 

expected, as there were in 1960. 

Sonntag has checked with the 

city and was told the procession 

is OK as long as drivers abide 

by traffic rules.

The event is a reaction, in 

part, to the pandemic and other 

Church 
nods  
to its 

history

By Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

NEW YORK

This is the deadliest year in U.S. 

history, with deaths expected to top  

3 million for the first time—due 

mainly to the coronavirus pandemic.

Final mortality data for this year 

will not be available for months. But 

preliminary numbers suggest that 

the United States is on track to see 

more than 3.2 million deaths this 

year, or at least 400,000 more than 

in 2019.

U.S. deaths increase most years, 

so some annual rise in fatalities is 

expected. But the 2020 numbers 

amount to a jump of about 15% and 

could go higher once all the deaths 

from this month are counted.

That would mark the largest sin-

gle-year percentage leap since 1918, 

when tens of thousands of U.S. sol-

diers died in World War I and hun-

dreds of thousands of Americans 

died in a flu pandemic. Deaths rose 

46% that year compared with 1917.

COVID-19 has killed more than 

318,000 Americans and counting. 

Before it came along, there was rea-

son to be hopeful about U.S. death 

trends.

The nation’s overall mortality 

rate fell a bit in 2019, due to reduc-

tions in heart disease and cancer 

deaths. And life expectancy inched 

up—by several weeks—for the sec-

ond straight year, according to 

death certificate data released Tues-

day by the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention.

But life expectancy for 2020 

could end up dropping as much as 

Annual US deaths to top 3 million for first time
Year-over-year increase 

expected to be about 15%

Associated Press
Mortician Cordarial O. Holloway, foreground left, funeral direc-
tor Robert L. Albritten, foreground right, and funeral attendants 
Eddie Keith, background left, and Ronald Costello place a cas-
ket into a hearse in Dawson, Ga.,in April.

Mercyhealth Hospital 
and Trauma Center  

begins vaccinating staff

Turn to VACCINE on Page 4A

RELATED
• Test at home: The state has reached 

an agreement with a health care provider for 
state residents to administer their own corona-
virus test under medical supervision over Zoom, 
send their sample in the mail and receive results 
a few days later./2A

Cargill members  
to re-enact crosstown 
procession from 1960

Turn to CHURCH on Page 12A

Turn to DEATHS on Page 11A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=73ecf511-8d7c-5a71-a551-bf71c15aa52c
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=73ecf511-8d7c-5a71-a551-bf71c15aa52c
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=73ecf511-8d7c-5a71-a551-bf71c15aa52c
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=12A&uuid=73ecf511-8d7c-5a71-a551-bf71c15aa52c
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=73ecf511-8d7c-5a71-a551-bf71c15aa52c

