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Phillies top Crew
Milwaukee’s offense 

came up short again  

Friday night at Miller Park 

as the Philadelphia Phillies 

scored a 6-4 win over 

the Brewers. Page 3A

Defeating  

hypothermia
Intravascular temperature 

management helped a 

65-year-old Cambridge man 

recover from hypothermia 

in March. Page 3A

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville has had no shortage of major resi-

dential proposals within the past year as the city 

continues searching for ways to bolster its hous-

ing stock.

Add one more to the list.

The city council will hear a first reading Tues-

day of a plan to annex 40 acres from the town of 

La Prairie that eventually could become the site 

of a five-building, 260-unit multifamily develop-

ment.

The council’s regular Monday meeting was 

pushed back a day for the observance of Memo-

rial Day.

The market-rate apartments would be located 

at the southeast corner of Myrtle Way and the 

Racine Street frontage road. They would neigh-

bor the Oak Park Place assisted living facility and 

would be a stone’s throw from Interstate 90/39.

Myrtle Way would be extended through the 

site to form a three-way intersection with Sha-

ron and Read roads.

Ryan Shoelace LLC owns 37 acres on the site, 

while the city controls a separate 3-acre parcel 

Council to hear pitch for 260-unit apartment
JANESVILLE

Potential residential 
complex

SOURCE: City of Janesville

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com
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ON THE AGENDA
What: Janesville City Council
When: 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 28.
Where: City Hall, 18 N. Jackson St.
On the agenda

 � The council will hold a public hearing 
to revise its landscaping and gardening ordi-
nance. The ordinance would provide prop-
erty owners with more flexibility for natural 
plantings in their yards.

 �A public hearing on the city’s idea to 
allow homeless residents to sleep over-
night in a Palmer Park parking lot has 
been rescheduled for July. It was originally 
planned for Tuesday.

City would annex 40-acre site 
from the town of La Prairie

By Paul Walsh, Pam Louwagie  

and Mary Lynn Smith

Minneapolis Star Tribune

BARRON

Jayme Closs on Friday 

urged a judge to deliver a 

life sentence to Jake Pat-

terson, the young man 

who killed her parents in 

their western Wisconsin 

home before abducting 

the 13-year-old and hold-

ing her captive for nearly 

three months until her 

escape.

Barron County District 

Judge James Babler heard 

the pleadings of the teen 

and members of her fam-

ily and sentenced Patter-

son, 21, to life in prison 

without the possibility of 

parole.

“I was shocked by the 

brutalness,” said Babler, 

pointing out he has never 
seen a more horrifying 
crime in his decades as 
an attorney and judge. 
“There is no doubt in my 
mind that you are one of 
the most dangerous men to 
walk on this planet. … You 
are the embodiment of evil, 
and the public can only be 
safe if you are incarcerated 
until you die.”

Jayme Closs made her 
feelings known in a state-
ment read by a court rep-
resentative, which said in 
part for Patterson to hear, 
“I felt like what he did was 
what a coward would do. I 
was brave, and he was not.”

Patterson pleaded 
guilty in March to the vio-
lence that unfolded in the 
middle of an October night 
on the outskirts of Barron 
and gripped the nation 
during the time Jayme was 

missing and for weeks after 

her January escape from 

the Patterson family cabin 

near Gordon.

“Last October, Jake Pat-

terson took a lot of things 

that I love away from me,” 

were Jayme’s words, read 

by attorney Chris Gram-

strup. “It makes me the 

Man who killed Jayme Closs’ parents and kidnapped her sentenced

Renee Jones Schneider/Minneapolis Star Tribune via AP
Jake Patterson walks into court for his sentencing in the mur-
der of James and Denise Closs at the Barron County Justice 
Center in Barron on Friday. Patterson was sentenced to life 
in prison without the possibility of parole.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Economic loss might seem like 

an unusual—perhaps even crass—

way to measure the impact of traffic 

crashes that can result in life-threat-

ening injuries.

But considering the resulting 

costs of medical bills, property dam-

age and police response, economic 

loss is one way to capture the severity 

of a given incident, said Ahna Bizjak, 

a senior engineer for the city.

Economic loss and other crash 

data formed the foundation of Janes-

ville’s successful grant applications 

to make safety improvements at 

three intersections.

The money will pay for upgrades 

at the intersections of Memorial 

Drive and Washington Street, Mil-

waukee Street and Randall Avenue, 

and Racine Street and Randall Ave-

nue.

Each of those three appeared on a 

list of the city’s 10 intersections with 

the highest economic loss between 

2013 and 2017. The list was compiled 

after a study funded by a local chap-

ter of the Federal Transit Adminis-

tration.

The study did not consider 

any Janesville intersections that 

involved state or federal highways. 

Those likely would have filled the top 

10 list because of high traffic volume 

and would have required coordina-

tion with other agencies to make 

Grants to assist road safety upgrades

Great blue heron catches lunch

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: A great blue heron takes flight  from the edge of Trax-
ler Park lagoon Friday after wading in the water eating small 
fish Friday afternoon.
Below: The great blue heron looks out at Traxler Park lagoon 
Friday.

Life with no parole
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