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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Kurt Randall Bergmann
•Paul John Bollig
•Sharon K. Briggs
•Bethalene “Beth” Cunningham
•Marian Anna Gavin
•Jacob Kaldenberger Jr.

•Mariette “Bonnie” Kelly
•John William Morning Jr.
•Elaine Dorothy Roth
•Philip A. Schwartz
•Gary Keith Stone

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 85 | Low 61  
An a.m. t-storm; 
sunny intervals

More on 7A

Crew hangs on
Yelich hits two homers and 

Moustakas adds another 

as Milwaukee fights its 

way past Pittsburgh, 9-7. 

Page 1B

Plan advances
The Janesville Plan  

Commission OKs three 

measures pertaining 

to proposed housing 

development. Page 3A

Trade troubles
U.S. stocks nosedive in 

worst loss of the year 

Monday as trade war 

with China escalates. 

Page 6B

©2019 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

The Perkins restau-

rant in Janesville is closing 

after its parent company 

announced bankruptcy 

Monday.

A sign on the door of 

the Janesville Perkins 

announced its closure Mon-

day morning.

Perkins & Marie Cal-

lender’s LLC, the company 

that owns the Perkins fran-

chise, owes more than $100 

million to lenders, accord-

ing to Bloomberg. It’s the 

second bankruptcy for the 

company, which cleared the 

first round in 2011.

Chief Executive Offi-

cer Jeffrey Warne cited ris-

ing costs, labor issues and 

higher “statutory” wages as 

reasons for the bankruptcy, 
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JANESVILLE

A Golden Corral Buffet 

& Grill is coming to Janes-

ville.

The national buffet 

chain purchased the old 

Quaker Steak & Lube build-

ing at 3111 Wellington Place, 

just east of Interstate 90/39 

on Highway 14.

Gale Price, Janesville 

economic development 

director, told WCLO Radio 

that Golden Corral hopes 

to start renovations this 

summer but has not settled 

on an opening date.

The company was look-

ing for a 15,000-square-

foot space, but Price said 

the smaller building was 

attractive, too.

“They (Golden Corral) 

are doing now the smaller 

prototypes of 7-8,000 

square feet that they think 

will penetrate markets like 

this and be a more reason-

able size,” Price said.

The I-90/39 construction 

Janesville Perkins 
restaurant closes

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
The Perkins restaurant at 3315 Milton Ave. in Janesville closed 
Monday morning, according to a sign posted on the busi-
ness’s front door.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The former Quaker Steak & Lube building, 3111 Wellington 
Place, Janesville, soon will be converted to a Golden Corral 
restaurant.

Parent company announces bankruptcy

Golden Corral to enter 
local restaurant market

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

AFTON
The wildflowers grow-

ing next to a 2,000-square-

foot ranch house on West 

Bass Creek Road might 

not realize it, but the 

property where they live 

likely will sell for about 

10% more than it might 

have last year.

The Rock County 

housing market contin-

ues to experience tight-

er-than-average inven-

tories, and dips earlier 

this year in federal inter-

est rates and recent gyra-

tions in the stock market 

have begun to light the 

market’s fuse.

In the second quar-

ter of this year, home 

sale prices shot up 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Erika Penny of Briggs Realty places an ‘accepted offer’ card on a real estate sign at a home on West Bass Creek Drive in  
Afton on Monday. Locally, average home prices climbed significantly in the second quarter, a sign some analysts say is 
tied to dips in federal interest rates and a sense of urgency by both sellers and buyers.

How is the local economy doing?
The answers are as varied as the individuals queried.
But there are certain indicators that provide a snapshot of Rock County’s economic health. Are we spending

money? Are we buying and selling homes and cars? Are we working, and have we staved off creditors?
On a quarterly basis, The Gazette looks at those indicators to see what’s happening. Perhaps those indicators

show trends that indicate an improvement in the local economy. Perhaps they don’t.
In most cases, our “economic dashboard” of indicators accompanies a story highlighting the indicator or trend

that seems to carry the most significance for that quarter.

* Most recent quarter compared to a year ago

Rock County economic dashboard

1 Subject to county sales tax; Source: Wisconsin Department of Revenue
2 Motorcycles, cars, trucks and motor homes; Source: Wisconsin Department of Transportation
3 Source: South Central Wisconsin MLS
4 Source: Rock County Clerk of Circuit Courts
5 All chapters; Source: U.S. District Court, Wisconsin, Western Division

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com

Retail sales 1

New vehicle registrations 2

Home sales 3

Average home sale price 3

Foreclosure filings 4

Bankruptcy filings 5

Unemployment

Quarter 2
2018 

Quarter 2
2019 

$658 Million

2,104

659

$168,519

77

143

May ’18
2.9%

Quarter 3
2018 

$768 Million

1,869

633

$161,418

77

126

Aug ’18
3.3%

Quarter 4
2018 

$774 Million

1,830

540

$169,858

70

108

Nov ’18
3.3%

Quarter 1
2019 

$743 Million

1,611

413

$166,164

61

104

Feb ’19
3.6%

$672 Million

2,121

624

$183,186

56

147

May ’19
3.1%

House money
Prices continue to climb in tight Rock County housing market

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

BARABOO
A former Rock County 

sheriff ’s deputy will serve 
90 days in jail, much of that 
time in the Rock County 
Jail where he once served 
as a jailer, a Sauk County 
judge ruled Monday.

Judge Michael Scren-
ock also sentenced Keegan 
J. Kelly, 26, to three years 

of probation in a domestic 

violence case in which Kelly 

assaulted a 

woman he 

was stay-

ing with at 

a Wiscon-

sin Dells 

resort in 

February.

K e l l y 

r e s i g n e d 

from the sheriff ’s office 

April 12, nine days after 

his arrest. His convic-

tion Monday means he 

can never again work as 

a law enforcement officer 

because federal law for-

bids him from carrying a 

firearm, said his attorney, 

Jack Hoag.

The loss of his chosen 

career is a significant pun-

ishment, as is the embar-

rassment he has suffered, 

Hoag argued.

As part of a plea 

agreement, Kelly pleaded 

no contest to three misde-

meanors—battery, intimi-

dation of a victim and dis-

orderly conduct—and to 

one felony count of stran-

gulation/suffocation as 

domestic abuse.

The felony count was 

held open, meaning Scren-

ock did not find him guilty, 

and if Kelly successfully 

Turn to HOUSING on Page 7A

Turn to PERKINS on Page 7A

Turn to CORRAL on Page 7A

Former deputy sentenced for domestic assault

Kelly

Turn to KELLY on Page 7A
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