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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Five newcomers and one incum-

bent are competing to fill three Janes-

ville School Board seats up for elec-

tion in April.

Incumbent Greg Ardrey filed papers 

with the school board clerk and is in 

the running. Fellow board members 

Dale Thompson and Steve Huth, the 

current board president, will not seek 

reelection.

Ardrey said he decided to run again 

because he feels he has more to give 

to the district. He is the board trea-

surer and told The Gazette in Decem-

ber he would focus on those on the 

lower social and economic end of the 

district.

“I want to focus on really the stu-

dents and staff who I would say don’t 

have the full representation—those 

that are maybe more socially or eco-

nomically on the lower end in the dis-

trict,” he said.

Ardrey was appointed to the board 

in 2008, elected in 2009 and reelected 

in 2012, 2015 and 2018.

The other candidates are Liz Paull, 

Curt Parish, John Hanewall, Jessica 

Davis and Cathy Burt.

Paull, a 42-year-old mother and 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city can expect new faces on the 

city council in April with three mem-

bers choosing not to run for reelection.

Four of the seven city council seats 

are up for grabs. Doug Marklein will 

attempt to keep his seat, while Sue 

Conley, Jim Farrell and Tom Wolfe 

have chosen not to run.

Six candidates are running for the 

four seats, and Marklein is the only 

one with experience holding an elected 

position within the city.

Jack Herndon, Michael Jackson, 

David Marshick, Heather Miller and 

Dan Neal are the other five challeng-

ers. All are newcomers to Janesville 

politics. At least three of them will be 

elected.

Conley announced in November 

she would not run for reelection after 

winning a seat on the state Assembly, 

replacing former Rep. Deb Kolste.

Farrell said he thought eight years 

on the council was a good period of 

time and that he made a lot of progress 

in moving the city forward in that time.

Wolfe had similar sentiments, add-

ing that he waited to make his deci-

sion until he knew there was an ade-

quate number of people running to fill 

Only one incumbent 
among those running  
for city council seats

Five newcomers vying 
for three Janesville  
School Board seats

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON

After a successful first few years 

in its current location, Timber Hill 

Winery is pursuing new digs about 

a mile away that will include its first 

on-site vineyard.

Owner Amanda Stefl plans to 

move the winery north of its loca-

tion off Storrs Lake Road to a larger 

space on John Paul Road in the 

town of Milton.

Stefl built her wine-tasting room 

in 2015 and opened a year later. 

Now her winery is “bursting at the 

seams” at its current location, and 

it’s time for an expansion.

The winery sold nearly 34,000 

bottles in 2020 and served 67 types 

of wine.

“It’s going to give us more space, 

which we need,” Stefl said. “Right 

now we have kind of a small setting, 

and it’s worked well for starting out. 

But being able to expand for not just 

the vineyard, but also having more 

room for indoor and outdoor seat-

ing, will be a big difference.”

The winery currently buys its 

grapes from Wisconsin vineyards, 

as well as one in New York. The new 

location will include a vineyard, 

which Stefl believes will create a 

better experience for customers.

“Hopefully, too, being able to 

have the vineyard there, that overall 

could just provide a better ambience 

and more of a true winery/vineyard  

setting than what we currently 

have,” she said.

The new location features plenty 

of open space and wooded area, 

which will offer more breathing 

room for the winery and its patrons, 

Branching 
out

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Timber Hill Winery owner Amanda Stefl plans to move her winery north of its current location off Storrs Lake Road to 
a parcel on John Paul Road in the town of Milton. The move allows the winery to expand to meet demand and also cul-
tivate its own grapes on site.

TOWN OF MILTON

New Timber Hill
Winery Vineyard

SOURCE: Google Maps
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Fields set in city’s spring races
RELATED
• Milton 

candidates 
set, too: Three 
incumbents 
among six run-
ning for school 
board seats, while 
only incumbents 
have filed to run 
in the city council 
and mayoral rac-
es./6A

Timber Hill Winery plans to relocate, expand operations near Milton

By Todd Richmond

and Michael Tarm

Associated Press

KENOSHA
A Wisconsin prosecu-

tor declined Tuesday to file 
charges against a white 
police officer who shot 
a Black man in the back 
in Kenosha, concluding 
he couldn’t disprove the 
officer’s contention that 
he acted in self-defense 
because he feared the man 
would stab him.

The decision, met with 
swift criticism from civil 
rights advocates and some 
public officials, threatened 
to reignite protests that 
rocked the city after the Aug. 
23 shooting that left Jacob 
Blake paralyzed. Gov. Tony 
Evers called the decision 
“further evidence that our 
work is not done” and called 

for people to work together 

for equity. Lt. Gov. Man-

dela Barnes, who is Black, 

was more pointed on Twit-

ter: “I wish I could say that 

I’m shocked. It’s another 

instance in a string of mis-

applications of justice.”

Kenosha County District 

Attorney Michael Graveley 

said investigators concluded 

Blake was carrying a knife 

when police responded to a 

report he was trying to steal 

a car. Officer Rusten Sheskey 

said he “feared Jacob Blake 

was going to stab him with 

the knife” as he tried to stop 

Blake from fleeing the scene.

“I do not believe the state 

... would be able to prove that 

the privilege of self-defense 

is not available,” Graveley 

said.

Blake family members 

expressed anger about the 

charging decision.

“This is going to impact 

this city and this state and 

this nation for many years 

Prosecutor declines  
to charge officer  
who shot Blake

Protesters say they 
anticipated decision

Associated Press
Jacob Blake Sr., father of Jacob Blake, holds a candle at a rally 
Monday in Kenosha.
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Governor defends 

vaccine rollout
Gov. Tony Evers and his  

top health official pushed 

back against criticism  

of the state’s COVID-19 

vaccination effort. Page 2A

Cougars hold on
Janesville Craig’s boys 

basketball team repelled  

a late-game rally by  

Madison Edgewood to wrap 

up a 60-57 home victory 

Tuesday night. Page 1B

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 100 +36 12,427
Deaths ........3 +1 118
 Total Change
Hosp. .....32 (Jan. 5) -1 (from Dec. 29)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 40%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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