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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
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•Donald W. Mayhew
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McFall
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 90 | Low 66  

A strong afternoon 
thunderstorm
More on 9A

School board pay
The Janesville School Board 

voted for a policy change that 

would allow board members 

to be compensated for their 

work on the board. Page 3A

Postseason ahead
Rock County’s Legion  

baseball team confident 

it can finish its summer 

strong after sweeping Union 

Grove on Tuesday. Page 1B
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By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Wisconsin Republicans 

want to rewrite the state con-

stitution to prohibit the gov-

ernor from using his veto pen 

to increase spending without 

legislative approval, marking 

another skirmish in the GOP’s 

battle to diminish Democratic 

Gov. Tony Evers’ powers.

The Wisconsin Constitu-

tion gives the governor one of 

the strongest veto powers in 

the country. The governor can 

strike words, numbers and 

punctuation in spending bills, 

bending the Legislature’s will 

to his own by pumping money 

toward projects he supports 

while starving opponents’ ini-

tiatives. Evers used those pow-

ers last week on the state bud-

get to give public schools $65 

million more than Republican 

lawmakers set out.

Sen. Dave Craig and Rep. 

Mike Kuglitsch began seek-

ing co-sponsors Monday for 

a constitutional amendment 

that would forbid the gov-

ernor from increasing fund-

ing in bills that appropriate 

money. They wrote in a memo 

to their colleagues that Evers’ 

move to bolster school funding 

is an abuse of power that could 

damage the separation of pow-

ers between the executive and 

legislative branches.

“The legislature’s role in the 

budget process has been con-

tinually eroded by the execu-

tive branch, and it is beyond 

State GOP seeks 
veto amendment
Adding spending  

with vetoes would  
be disallowed

By Colleen Long

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
One-third of the attackers 

who terrorized schools, houses 
of worship or businesses 
nationwide last year had a his-
tory of serious domestic vio-
lence; two-thirds had mental 
health issues; and nearly all had 
made threatening or concern-
ing communications that wor-
ried others before they struck, 

according to a U.S. Secret Ser-

vice report on mass attacks.

The Secret Service studied 

27 incidents where a total of 

91 people were killed and 107 

more injured in public spaces 

in 2018. Among them: the 

shooting at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in Park-

land, Florida, where 17 peo-

ple were killed and 17 others 

injured, and the fatal attack at 

the Tree of Life Synagogue in 

Pittsburgh.

The report analyzed the 

timing, weapons, locations 

and stressors of the attacker, 

plus events that led up to 

the incident, in an effort to 

Secret Service releases 
report on mass violence
Domestic violence, 
mental illness link 
some perpetrators

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

After a lively discussion, 

Janesville’s parks and recre-

ation advisory committee rec-

ommended Tuesday that the 

city council consider Traxler 

Park as a possible location for 

homeless people to sleep over-

night in their cars.

The committee did not make 

any recommendations on the 

hotly debated Palmer Park loca-

tion, the proposal’s original site 

for overnight parking.

The original proposal would 

allow homeless people to sleep 

in their cars between 10 p.m. 

and 6 a.m. in the Palmer Park 

lot off Palmer Drive. Current 

ordinances do not allow people 

to sleep in their cars anywhere 

in the city.

Recent news stories about a 

homeless man camping on city 

property have sparked more dis-

cussion of policies that affect the 

homeless.

However, a handful of res-

idents voiced concerns about 

the overnight parking proposal 

Tuesday.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

I
t’s nice to be nice.

But does nice matter? How 
about kindness? Or is having 

something to do during indoor 
recess most important?

Those are all difficult philo-
sophical questions—except for 
that last one, which is more of 
a transcendent question for the 
ages, especially the ages of 5 to 

12.

Students at Van Buren Ele-

mentary School will provide 

answers to all those questions 

Friday. It’s Celebration Day, an 

end-of-summer-school rite at 

Van Buren where kids showcase 

what they’ve done to help each 

other, their school and their 

community.

In summer school, Van Buren 

kids use project-based learning 

to tackle real-world problems.

Project-based learning is an 

updated version of what used 

to be called “hands-on learn-

ing.” Instead of working qui-

etly at their desks on Popsi-

cle-stick structures, students 

work in groups, noisily toss-

ing ideas around and discarding 

or revamping those that don’t 

work.

Kids came up with a vari-

ety of ideas for their projects. 

The ideas included making Ugly 

Turn to VIOLENCE on Page 5A

Projects 
of their 
own

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Aurora Mory-Greeson, 5, paints a fence surrounding a dumpster Tuesday at Van Buren Elementary School 
in Janesville. The work was part of the school’s project-based learning during summer school. Below: From left, 
Olivia Perry, 9; Stella Boland, 7; and Trae Forrett, 9, use plastic eggs to create a math game for their classmates 
to play during indoor recess Tuesday at Van Buren.

Van Buren students wrap up a summer of problem-solving

Traxler parking?
Panel recommends alternate site for homeless parking

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Homes on Mohawk Road near Palmer Park have signs in their yard last month 
objecting to a proposal to allow homeless people to use the Janesville park 
for overnight parking.
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