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•Edward Lewis Gardner Sr.
•Marie S. Graf
•Lynne E. Hagemann
•Joseph L. “Hopper” Hoppenjan

•James Herron Johnson
•Patricia L. Rasmussen
•Martha M. Rinker
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Every soldier has a story to 

share.

For example, 

the extraordi-

nary sacrifices 

of Rock Coun-

ty-area veterans 

can be felt far 

beyond Janes-

ville or Beloit.

To that end, 

Wisconsin Vet-

erans Museum Director Chris 

Kolakowski said preserv-

ing pieces of history remains 

as important as ever as the 

museum, located at 30 W. Miff-

lin St. in downtown Madison, is 

set to reopen Thursday morn-
ing after a long hiatus triggered 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

It had been closed since 
March 15, 2020.

“We’ve been looking for-
ward to this day for a while,” 
Kolakowski said. “A museum 
is really most alive when it has 
visitors.”

As the museum reopens, 
new exhibits will showcase 
the sacrifices of the “Janes-
ville 99”—a group of 99 soldiers 
from Janesville who suffered 
through the Bataan Death 
March in 1942 and were held 
captive by the Japanese forces 
for three years.

Of those 99 men, only 35 
survived to return home after 
World War II.

The museum also features 

a tribute to Beloit native and 

World War II veteran Donald 

Fisher, who served on patrol 

History lessons

Kolakowski

IF YOU GO
What: Wisconsin Veterans 

Museum.
Where: 30 W. Mifflin St., 

Madison.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesdays through Satur-
days, noon to 5 p.m. Sundays. 
Reopening day is Thursday, 
July 1.

Admission: Free.
More information:  

wisvetsmuseum.com.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Recently hired Forward 

Janesville CEO Michael Osborne 
has died days 
after he was seri-
ously injured in a 
motorcycle crash 
in Illinois last 
week, officials 
said.

The Kane 
County Coroner’s 
Office confirmed 
that Osborne, 

50, of Batavia, died shortly after 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday at Northwest-
ern Medicine Delnor Hospital in 
Geneva, Illinois.

Osborne’s hiring was 
announced by Forward Janes-
ville on June 23. Hours after the 
local chamber of commerce’s 
announcement, Osborne was 
struck by a car while riding his 
motorcycle, Batavia police said. 
Osborne had been named as the 
successor for longtime Forward 

Janesville CEO John Beckord, 

who plans to retire.

An official with the Kane 

County Coroner’s Office told The 

Gazette that as of Tuesday after-

noon, and pending an ongoing 

investigation, the coroner’s office 

did not have details about the 

exact cause of Osborne’s death.

Batavia police said Osborne 

had been riding a Harley-Da-

vidson sport motorcycle on an 

arterial road in Batavia at about 

10:45 p.m. June 23.

He tried to brake to avoid 

an oncoming car which veered 

into his lane. Police said while 

braking, Osborne came off the 

motorcycle and hit the side of 

the motor vehicle driven by an 

unidentified woman.

On the fundraising site 

GoFundMe, posts by friends 

claiming to be speaking on 

behalf of the Osborne family said 

Osborne was severely injured at 

the scene of the crash but med-

ics revived him.

GoFundMe posts indicated 

Osborne was hospitalized with 

“brain swelling” and several bro-

ken bones. He had been placed 

on a respirator because he had 

been “unable to breathe on his 

own,” according to the posts.

Man named to lead 
Forward Janesville 

dies after crash

Osborne

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
An excavator begins to rip up Milwaukee Street between Jackson and High streets in downtown Janesville as 
the second phase of the West Milwaukee Street Reconstruction Project gets underway. This phase is expected 
to continue through late October and will close down traffic and on-street parking between Jackson Street 
and Five Points. Pedestrian access to businesses and properties will be maintained except for a period of up 
to three consecutive days when the existing sidewalk is removed and new sidewalk is installed. More infor-
mation about the project can be found at janesvillewi.gov/home/components/news/news/14213/29.

Construction crews move farther down West Milwaukee Street

Veterans museum where many locals are honored set to reopen
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By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Wisconsin Republicans 

moved a step closer toward fin-

ishing their work on their $87 bil-

lion state budget Tuesday, push-

ing the spending plan through 

the Assembly and on to the Sen-

ate.

The Assembly 

passed the bud-

get 64-34. Four 

D e m o c r a t s —

Reps. Deb And-

raca, Steve Doyle, 

Beth Meyers and 

Don Vruwink—

joined Republi-

cans in voting for 

the document.

The vote sends the spending 

plan on to the Senate, which is 

expected to take it up Wednesday. 

Senate approval would send it on 

to Democratic Gov. Tony Evers.

The governor will then have to 

decide whether to sign the plan 

that has largely been stripped of 

his biggest priorities or take the 

highly unusual route of vetoing 

the entire plan. Evers has broad 

power to line-item veto the bud-

get, which he did two years ago 

after the GOP-authored plan 

passed with no Democratic 

votes.

The centerpiece of the two-

year budget is a GOP-authored 

plan to cut $3.3 billion in income 

and property taxes, made possi-

ble largely by the state’s unprec-

edented $4.4 billion surplus. 

The budget also would end an 

eight-year freeze on UW Sys-

tem tuition and hold K-12 fund-

ing largely flat. All in all, the bud-

get would spend about $4 billion 

less than Evers proposed.

Republicans erased hun-

dreds of Evers’ policy propos-

als, including legalizing recre-

ational and medical marijuana, 

expanding Medicaid, restoring 

collective bargaining rights for 

state workers, raising the mini-

mum wage to $10.15 by 2024 and 

creating a so-called red-flag law 

that would allow judges to seize 

guns from people they deem 

Osborne, 50, thrown 
from his motorcycle 
day hire went public

Turn to CRASH on Page 11A

Assembly passes budget, 
Senate to vote today

Four Democrats help 
pass GOP’s proposal

Turn to BUDGET on Page 11A

Evers

Giannis falls,  

then Bucks do, too
Giannis Antetokounmpo 

suffered a knee injury  

during the third quarter of 

Milwaukee’s 110-88 loss to 

Atlanta on Tuesday. Page 1B

Salesman Biden
President Joe Biden 

stopped in La Crosse  

on Tuesday to promote the 

bipartisan infrastructure 

bill making its way through 

Congress. Page 5A
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