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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 19  
A little morning 
snow, up to 1”
More on 9A

Prior record
Man accused of dumping 

acid on another in Milwaukee 

served time for holding men 

at gunpoint in northwestern 

Wisconsin. Page 2A
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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Nobody likes to see snow on a soybean field.

For city folks, it means winter has come too soon. For farmers, 

it means Mother Nature has, once again, given them a kick in the 

pants.

This fall’s cold and wet weather has left farmers facing tough 

choices, said Nick Baker, agriculture agent for UW Extension, Rock 

County.

Out of good choices

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Top and above: A combine harvests corn Tuesday while 
transferring its load to a wagon in a field along West Rus-
sell Road near Consolidated Elementary School northwest 
of Janesville.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

WILLIAMS BAY
A local foundation and the University of 

Chicago have reached an “agreement in prin-

ciple” for the transfer of the Yerkes Observa-

tory, but it will be many months before the 

historic facility reopens.

Dianna Colman of the Yerkes Future 

Foundation said Tuesday the agreement took 

about 18 months of discussion and she esti-

mated another six months before the trans-

fer to the foundation is completed.

Colman said no major issues remain to be 

negotiated, but many details need to be han-

dled before a final agreement.

“I have a high level of confidence, and 

the people at the university are being really 

responsive,” she said.

The university closed the 122-year-old 

observatory to the public in October 2018, 

although researchers continue to use it, 

according to the university.

Yerkes’ future comes into view

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A local foundation and the University of Chicago have an agreement in place for the uni-
versity to transfer the Yerkes Observatory in Williams Bay to the Yerkes Future Founda-
tion, which plans to eventually reopen the facility to the public.

TO HELP
The Yerkes Future Foundation is raising 

money to restore and refurbish the facility. 
Those wishing to donate may write to the 
foundation at P.O. Box 346, Williams Bay, WI 
53191

By Patrick Marley and Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Republicans in the state Sen-

ate fired Gov. Tony Evers’ agricul-

ture secretary Tuesday, handing 

the Democratic governor another 

defeat on his 68th birthday—a 

move Evers called “absolute bull-

shit.”

It marked the first time the 

Senate ousted a cabinet secre-

tary in at least decades, and pos-

sibly ever.

Republicans defended their 

vote to reject Brad Pfaff, who has 

headed the Department of Agri-

culture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection since January. They 

argued manure storage rules 

Pfaff has been developing would 

hurt struggling farmers amid one 

of the worst downturns for the 

dairy industry.

But Evers said the lawmakers 

were punishing Pfaff for sticking 

up for farmers and publicly crit-

icizing Republicans who control 

the Legislature for holding back 

suicide prevention funds.

“If I was a total cynic I’d say, 

‘Keep your damn mouth shut,’ but 

I’m not. I want them to be forth-

coming. I want them to be profes-

sional. That’s why we hired them,” 

Evers said, referring to other cab-

inet members who have not yet 

Obstacles throughout the growing season,  
including the recent cold and snow, 

make area farmers eager to ‘turn the page’
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University of Chicago agrees  
to transfer observatory to group 

that hopes to reopen it
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Evers describes GOP 
effort with obscenity
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Testimony revised
Gordon Sondland revises 

statements he made to 

House impeachment 

investigators last month. 
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