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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Robert “Bob” Gilliam
•John W. Jones
•John William Loudenslager
•Jean E. McCann
•Wayne Bancroft Moody

•Louis R. Mousseau
•Mark Nelson
•Sharon J. Seekins
•Daisy Smithson
•Thomas John Suchanek

•Marian L. Thoms
•Kenneth G. Venable Jr.
•Sylvia R.M. (Kauer) Wilson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 59  
Clouds and sun, 

breezy and warm
More on 7A

Sharon’s big day
The Walworth County  

village is reviving its  

annual Model A Day later 

this spring after it was 

scrapped last year by the 

pandemic. Page 3A

Marlins get to Burnes
Corbin Burnes strikes out  

nine batters but gives up five 

runs in Milwaukee’s 8-0 loss  

to the Miami Marlins as the 

Brewers return to American 

Family Field. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
In Rock County, you now might be 

able to find your lost dog or cat through 
a national network that uses facial rec-
ognition technology to help canvass for 
pets using photos.

The Humane Society of Southern 
Wisconsin announced it has launched 
a partnership with Petco Love, retailer 
Petco’s charitable foundation, on Petco 
Love Lost, a new database the organi-
zations say uses animal facial recogni-
tion software to match photos of lost 
and found pets.

The new database, which is free, went 
live last week. Humane Society of South-
ern Wisconsin Development Director 
Kaitie Swedlund said the partnership is 
so new that the local humane society has 
not yet had any connections with own-
ers of any lost dogs or cats being kept at 
the Janesville shelter.

But Swedlund said the shelter already 
has linked its own animal intake soft-
ware with Petco Love Lost to funnel 
photos and bios for stray animals that 
have been turned over to the Janesville 
shelter.

New tool 
could help 

recover 
lost pets

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF JANESVILLE

A fierce wind blew across 

a hilltop farmstead west of 

Janesville on Monday, feeding 

flames that destroyed a barn 

and a farmhouse at 4829 W. 

County A.

The Janesville Fire Depart-

ment was dispatched to the 

scene at 2:43 p.m. Monday, 

Battalion Chief Ryan Mur-

phy said. Responding units 

reported a fully involved, 

wind-driven fire in the barn 

and requested additional help 

fighting the fire.

The wind blew thick black 

smoke from south to north 

across County A and helped 

the fire jump to the house on 

the property.

Murphy said firefighters 

tried to get to the house early 

on during the incident, but the 

heat from the wind-whipped 

flames kept them away. One 

firefighter was treated for heat 

exhaustion, according to a fire 

department news release. 

Nobody else was injured.

After the fire had consumed 

most of the barn, firefighters 

were able to aim streams of 

water onto the house, where 

flames were shooting through 

the roof, but they could not 

fight the fire up close.

“We can’t get crews in there 

because we can’t overcome the 

speed of the wind,” Murphy 

said. National Weather Service 

readings from the Southern 

Wisconsin Regional Airport at 

Fire wipes out home, barn

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
The remains of a barn burn in the foreground as firefighters fight the fire in a house in the background Monday at 4829 W. County A in the 
town of Janesville.

By Mike Schneider  

and Nicholas Riccardi

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

U.S. population growth has 

slowed to the lowest rate since 

the Great Depression, the Cen-

sus Bureau said Monday, as 

Americans continued their 

march to the South and West 

and one-time engines of growth, 

New York and California, lost 

political influence.

Altogether, the U.S. popu-

lation rose to 331,449,281 last 

year, the Census Bureau said, a 

7.4% increase that was the sec-

ond-slowest ever. Experts say 

that paltry pace reflects the 

combination of an aging popu-

lation, slowing immigration and 

the scars of the Great Recession 

more than a decade ago, which 

led many young adults to delay 

marriage and families.

The new allocation of 

congressional seats comes in 

the first release of data from last 

year’s headcount. The numbers 

US releases census numbers showing low population growth
Congressional seats 

reapportioned for 2022

Associated Press
Workers load boxes into a moving truck in The Bronx borough of New 
York City for a family leaving their 14th floor apartment amid the coro-
navirus pandemic last summer. New York state will lose a congressional 
seat based on 2020 census statistics released Monday.

By Craig Gilbert

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

The U.S. Census Bureau 

released its highly anticipated 

2020 state population counts 

Monday, showing Wisconsin 

with 5,893,718 residents, placing 

it 20th among the 50 states.

The new apportionment data 

unveiled by the Census Bureau 

determines the number of U.S. 

House seats and the number of 

Electoral College votes for each 

state over the next decade.

As expected, the size of Wis-

consin’s U.S. House delegation 

will remain unchanged between 

now and 2032 at eight seats, even 

though some other Midwestern 

states—Michigan, Illinois and 

Ohio—will lose a seat due to pop-

ulation changes.

Nationally, the biggest 

apportionment winner was 

fast-growing Texas, which will 

gain two seats.

Five other states will gain a 

single seat: Florida, Colorado, 

Montana, North Carolina and 

Oregon.

On the losing side, Michi-

gan, Illinois, New York, Califor-

nia, Ohio, Pennsylvania and West 

Virginia will each lose a seat.

Some of these shifts occurred 

by the thinnest of margins 

under the formula used to allo-

cate seats. If New York’s count 

had been higher by 89 people, it 

would have averted the loss of a 

seat and Minnesota would have 

lost one instead, officials said.

Because it is neither gaining 

nor losing a House seat, Wiscon-

sin will continue to have 10 elec-

toral votes for president—based 

Wisconsin to keep its eight House representatives

Database of images can  
lead to family reunions, 

humane society, Petco say

Turn to STATE on Page 7ATurn to CENSUS on Page 7A

Turn to PETS on Page 7A

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........30 +11 15,556
Deaths ........0 0 166
 Total Change
Hosp. .....9 (April 22) -1 (from April 15)
Monday’s positivity rate: 21%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

Strong winds  
aggravated blaze

Turn to FIRE on Page 7A
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