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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
11°/-2°

Mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY
11°/5°

Mostly sunny 
and frigid

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A

Developer’s efforts will go on
Edgerton real estate developer Dan Rine-

hart doesn’t understand why the city rejected 

his financial aid request for a proposed apart-

ment building near downtown. But he says he’s 

still committed to projects that promote the 

downtown business district. “Obviously, I’m a 

little disappointed because we have good mo-

mentum in Edgerton and pulling people (into 

downtown), which coordinates directly to their 

master plan,” he said.

Seeking a safe ride home?
To ensure revelers get home safely, The Ga-

zette has compiled a list of resources for sober 

driving across Rock and Walworth counties. Our 

look includes apps available for smartphones.

Streaming meetings stopped
The Milton School District has decided to 

suspend live streaming of school board meet-

ings and other events because it can’t comply 

with the Americans with Disabilities Act, school 

officials said Wednesday. The district’s current 

method of streaming does not have closed-cap-

tion capabilities for live videos, which allow 

people who are hearing impaired to read dia-

logue instead of listening to it. That’s a violation 

of the Americans with Disabilities Act, Commu-

nications Supervisor Jerry Schuetz said.

STATE • 2A, 6A

Opinions don’t scare candidate
Typically, Supreme Court candidates shy 

away from making comments on legal and 

political issues, often saying conduct rules for 

judges and judicial candidates mean they can’t 

take stands on matters that could come before 

the court. Supreme Court candidate Tim Burns 

has chosen a much different path. He makes no 

bones about running as an unabashed progres-

sive as he works toward a February primary.

Students learn about erosion
Students at a working farm and hands-on 

classroom in Wisconsin are learning about the 

benefits of stopping soil erosion. Northcen-

tral Technical College’s Agriculture Center for 

Excellence is working with the National Corn 

Growers Association’s Soil Health Partnership 

to preserve and improve topsoil. The center is 

teaching farmers to practice no-till and cov-

er-crop agriculture as ways to preserve root 

structure and stop erosion.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Individuals worry FBI most
Radicalized individuals, not teams of trained 

operatives, are the terrorist threats that most 

worry federal law enforcement agencies in the 

coming year. Stopping them is difficult because 

many give little advance indication they are 

planning attacks.

Vietnam escapes storm threat
Though hundreds of thousands of people in 

Vietnam’s Mekong Delta were evacuated as the 

region braced for the arrival of Typhoon Tembin 

after the storm left more than 160 people dead 

in the Philippines, the storm was downgraded 

Monday night to a tropical depression. Officials 

now say the storm will not make landfall in 

Vietnam and is expected to dissipate over the 

Gulf of Thailand today.

©2017 Bliss Communications. All rights reserved.

INSIDE

Advice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5B

Classified  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .7B-8B

Comics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4B

Horoscope  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8B

Legals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .6B

Lotteries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6A

Nation/World   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6B-7B

Obituaries   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6A

Opinion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4A

Puzzles, Games  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8B

State  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2A, 6A

Television  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5B

DEATH NOTICE • 6A
•James Korotke/Janesville

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Vivian O. Butke/Janesville
•Nicole L. Butler/Janesville
•Everette D. Christenson/Sharon
•Valarie Ann Kelly/Milton
•Joyce Winn Ness/Monroe
•Dorothea “Dodie” Weberpal/Milton

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

In a recent poll of Christmas 

Day diners, Santa did very well.

Jesus did as well or even better, 

and we weren’t even asking about 

him.

On Monday, more than 

400 people partook in ECHO’s 

community Christmas meal at 

St. William Catholic School in 

Janesville. More than 100 volun-

teers served as waiters, bus boys 

and girls, beverage servers, home 

delivery drivers, pie cutters, and 

food servers. About 10 current 

or former Blackhawk Technical 

College culinary arts students 

prepared the food.

The meal seemed like a good 

place to judge the status of old 

St. Nick (aka Santa, the big Claus, 

Father Christmas or other aliases). 

Did people—even old ones—still 

believe?

Bill Stevens has been playing 

guitar at the ECHO Christmas din-

ner for “20-some” years.

Does he believe in Santa?

“What kind of question is 

that?” Stevens wanted to know. “I 

believe in the Santa who comes 

here. I play music for him all the 

time.”

Then he added, “But I believe 

that Jesus is the reason for the 

season.”

Bonnie Stevens seconded that 

thought.

The Stevenses opened their set 

with “Here Comes Santa Claus,” 

a song that got the volunteers 

scooping out stuffing, veggies and 
mashed potatoes to dance behind 
their chafing dishes.

Later, diners would hear more 
traditional holiday favorites fea-
turing the Christ child.

Sean Meicher, 8, spoke elo-
quently about his belief in Santa.

When asked why he believes, 
Meicher said, “Because he brings 
us presents.”

Meicher understood Christmas 
wasn’t just about presents.

“It’s Jesus’ birthday!” Meicher 
exclaimed.

Margaret Mannion, 3, was 
volunteering with her mother, 
Theresa Mannion.

Margaret, who was sporting 
mouse shoes and a dress with a 
super puffy skirt, was helping her 
mother deliver cartons of milk to 
guests.

This was Margaret’s first year 
volunteering. She would have 

been too young to stay on task, her 
mother said.

Before coming to help at the 
meal, she was allowed to open 
one—and only one—present.

It was a baby doll that per-
forms life-like functions when you 
give her water to drink (we’ll just 
leave it at that).

Margaret certainly believes in 
Santa, and although she didn’t 
specifically address any other 
beliefs, she seemed to understand 
it is important to help others.

In the end, The Gazette’s wildly 
unscientific pool showed 9 out of 
10 people believed in Santa, with 
the 10th unwilling to publicly 
share her beliefs.

Most surveyed mentioned the 
true meaning of Christmas, and 
still others ignored the question 
altogether and talked instead 
about their family, their friends 
and their faith.

By Danica Coto

Associated Press

MOROVIS, PUERTO RICO

Three days before Christmas, Doris 

Martinez and daughter Miriam Nar-

vaez joined their neighbors in a line 

outside city hall in Morovis, a town 

of 30,000 people still living without 

electricity in the mountains of central 

Puerto Rico more than three months 

after Hurricane Maria battered the 

U.S. island.

They waited two hours under the 

searing sun for their twice-a-week 

handout—24 bottles of water and a 

cardboard box filled with basic foods 

such as tortillas, canned vegetables 

and cereal.

Martinez, a 73-year-old cancer sur-

vivor, balanced the water atop the food 

and picked her way up a steep hill to the 

home where she lives alone, washing 

and wringing out her clothes by hand 

and locking herself in at night, afraid 

of robbers. Her 53-year-old daughter 

loaded her food and water into her car 

and drove off to the public housing 

complex where she would then have to 

wait with dozens of other neighbors in 

another line to cook on one of six gas 

burners in the administrator’s office.

“Things are not good,” Narvaez said 

as she headed toward home.

This is life in Puerto Rico more than 

three months after Maria destroyed 

the island’s electrical grid. Gov. Ricar-

do Rossello promised in mid-October 

to restore 95 percent of electricity 

delivery by Dec. 15, but normality 

remains far off. Puerto Rico’s Elec-

tric Power Authority says its system 

ECHO holiday dinner 
brings out believers

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

There appears to be little 

appetite among Wisconsin 

Republican leaders to take up 

some of the most divisive pro-

posals pending when the Leg-

islature returns next month 

for a brief, final push before 

the session ends in the spring 

and the focus shifts to the fall 

election.

Democrats will continue 

to play defense and make ar-

guments for why Republicans 

should be ousted in Novem-

ber when majority control of 

the Legislature will be deter-

mined. Democrats are buoyed 

by victories in other states, but 

it would take a massive swing 

for them to wrest control away 

from Republicans in Wiscon-

sin.

Gov. Scott Walker, who is up 

for re-election in November, 

will deliver 

his eighth 

State of the 

State  ad-

dress, likely 

in late Janu-

ary, where he 

will spell out 

his priorities 

for the com-

ing year.

He has already announced 

plans for a marketing cam-

paign to attract young work-

ers from nearby states, a move 

that comes as Taiwanese man-

ufacturer Foxconn Technology 

Group moves ahead with its 

$10 billion electronics manu-

facturing complex that could 

employ up to 13,000 people.

Republicans seem general-

ly supportive of Walker’s call 

to spend $6.8 million on the 

marketing campaign focused 

on trying to lure workers from 

Chicago, the Twin Cities and 

Detroit. Democrats see it as 

a waste of money, arguing 

that more fundamental policy 

changes are needed to make 

Wisconsin more attractive to 

millennials.

Other issues that could be 

taken up include changes to the 

state’s foster care system stem-

ming from a special task force 

called by Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos; making it 

easier for developers to build 

Puerto Rico: A dark, desperate life without power
Three months after Hurricane Maria devastated island,  
50% of residents still lack power, one source estimates

Associated Press
Rosa Maria Torres, 96, is bedridden in her residence in the San Loren-
zo sector of Morovis, Puerto Rico, which is partially cut off when the 
large Morovis River grows due to heavy rains. Nearly 1,000 homes 
across Morovis lost their roofs and 90 percent of residents have not 
received federal assistance, officials say. They expect it will be several 
more months before power returns. 

‘Reason for the season’Legislative 
agenda 

looks thin
Little appetite among 
GOP leaders to take 
up divisive proposals

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Santa gives Sean Meicher a chance to try out his sleigh bells during their meal at the annual ECHO Christmas Dinner 
at St. William Catholic School on Christmas Day.

Bonnie Loomis shakes a few rings of sleigh bells while performing alongside 
the band during the annual ECHO Christmas Dinner at St. William Catholic 
School on Christmas Day.

Walker
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