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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Marsha J. Dopke
•Beret R. Greenwood
•Beverly J. Koch
•Jerry Mahlum
•Michael L. “Dog” Porter

•Scott P. Porstner
•Delores A. Preston
•Sheila M. Richards
•Francis “Frank” S. Urabnowicz

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 56  
Not as warm with 
clouds breaking

More on 9A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
An employee with North American Midway Company assembles a children’s roller coaster Tuesday as part 
of the setup for the Walworth County Fair in Elkhorn. The fair starts today and runs through Monday.

Some assembly required

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville-Beloit area is 

among the top “hot spots” in the 

U.S. housing market, according to 

one analyst.

According to a market report 

by the online home sale listing 

service Realtor.com, local hous-

ing markets in the Midwest have 

begun to overtake coastal and 

southern markets among areas 

where homes are selling the fast-

est.

Janesville-Beloit, according to 

the report, has the 12th-hottest 

market for selling homes in the 

U.S. The report lists the top 20 

markets for home-selling. Only 

one other Wisconsin metro area, 

Racine, which is listed No. 8 on 

the list, ranks higher than Janes-

ville-Beloit.

Local and state data on hous-

ing in the last few months show 

a swiftly moving but tight market 

for existing home sales. Bankers 

and builders said there are signs 

new home construction is on the 

rise in some pockets around the 

Janesville area.

According to the Wisconsin 

Realtors Association, Rock Coun-
ty existing home sales in July were 

down about 2 percent from the 

same period last year, but the 

average sale price for existing 

homes in Rock County jumped 

from $149,000 around this time 

last year to $158,000 in July 2018, 

according to the state Realtors as-
sociation.

Existing homes here now are 

selling within an average of 73 

days, and some faster, depend-
ing on the market segment, local 

lenders say. In the hot markets of 

Racine and Kenosha, homes are 

selling in as little as 61 to 67 days 

on average, according to state Re-
altors association data.

Existing home inventories 

here remained tight—tighter, in 

fact, than almost anywhere else 

in Wisconsin. Rock County now 

has about 3.6 months of available 

inventory in existing homes for 

sale. Months of inventory mea-
sures how many months it would 

take a market to sell all its exist-
ing homes if no additional homes 

were added.

Analysts say a housing market 

is “balanced”—neither a buyer’s or 

seller’s market—if it has 6 months 

of available inventory.

Only two other counties, St. 

Croix and La Crosse, had invento-
ries of existing homes lower than 

Rock County.

Loren Fellows, a vice president 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
About 20 people protested 

near the entrance to the Rock 
County Courthouse for much of 
the business day Tuesday, de-
manding justice in the case of a 
Janesville man who was stabbed 
to death a week earlier.

Two days after the stabbing, 
District Attorney David O’Leary 
announced he would file no 
charges against Sarina M. Stone, 
20, of Janesville.

Stone had admitted stabbing 

Robert Thomas Jr., 26, police said.

O’Leary said in a statement 

that there was no evidence to 

prove Stone intended to kill and 

“more than enough evidence to 
support a claim of self-defense.”

The protest got louder with the 

By Darlene Superville  

and Barbara Ortutay

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump on 

Tuesday accused Google and 

other U.S. tech companies of 

rigging search results about 

him “so that almost all stories 

& news is BAD.” He offered no 

evidence of bias, but a top advis-

er said the White House is “tak-

ing a look” at whether Google 

should face federal regulation.

Google pushed back sharp-

ly, saying Trump’s claim sim-

ply wasn’t so: “We never rank 

search results to manipulate 

political sentiment.”

The president’s tweets 

echoed his familiar attacks on 

the news media—and a conser-

vative talking point that Califor-

nia-based tech companies run 

by CEOs with liberal leanings 

don’t give equal weight to op-

posing political viewpoints. 

They also revealed anew his 

deep-seated frustration he 

doesn’t get the credit he be-

lieves he deserves.

The president, who has said 

he runs on little sleep, jumped 

onto Twitter before dawn Tues-

day to rehash his recent com-

plaints about alleged suppres-

sion of conservative voices and 

positive news about him.

He followed that up with 

vague threats in Oval Office 

comments.

“I think Google has real-

ly taken advantage of a lot of 

people, and I think that’s a very 

serious thing. That’s a very seri-

ous charge,” Trump said, adding 

A housing  
‘hot spot’?
Report: Janesville  
one of nation’s top  

seller’s markets

Stabbing victim’s family  
protests outside courthouse

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
Family and friends of stabbing victim Robert Thomas Jr. protest outside 
the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville on Tuesday.

Group upset DA 
didn’t file charges 
after man’s death

Turn to HOUSING on Page 5A

Turn to PROTEST on Page 9A

Trump, lacking evidence, 
accuses Google of bias

Adviser: White House 
considering regulation

Turn to SEARCH on Page 5A

Maria’s death toll rises after report
Nearly a year after Hurricane Maria struck Puerto 

Rico, the island’s governor officially raised the storm’s 

death toll to 2,975, far higher than the previous 

official toll of 64, after another analysis of the island’s 

death rate after the storm. Page 8B

‘She’s a hammer’
Janesville Parker grad 

to appear on UFC’s ‘The 

Ultimate Fighter’ reality 

show in tonight’s season 

premiere. Page 1B
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