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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 67 

Cloudy, a stray 
t-storm; breezy

More on 9A

‘Tip your hat to him’
Edgerton batters struggled 

against Tyler Butina and  

the Crimson Tide fell 8-2  

to Jefferson in Rock Valley  

Conference baseball action 

Wednesday. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 13 -6 16,205
Deaths ........0 -2 174
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 15 (May 13) -8 (from May 6)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 10%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

quick kicks
FOOD & DRINK

Drink directory

Familiarize yourself with 

Walworth County’s craft bever-

age scene through a free beer 

and wine trail passport being 

offered by the 

county’s visitors 

bureau.
The pass-

port program, 

which launches 

Wednesday, May 

26, and 

runs 
through 

2021, features digital resources 

delivered instantly to mobile 

phones via text message or 

email with no app required. 

Once active, passports pro-

vide discounts and information 

from a variety of breweries and 

wineries throughout the county. 

Registrants also will accumulate 

points and unlock different prize 

tiers while visiting participating 

establishments.

To access the free pass, visit 

explore.visitwalworthcounty 

.com.

ART

Get ‘Artrageous’

The Rock County Histori-

cal Society kicks off its  “Artra-

geous Wednesdays” 

series for 2021 on 

Wednesday, May 26, at the 

Tallman Carriage House 
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In ‘Living’
Worried about your forgetfulness? 

This Harvard-trained neuroscientist 

might put your mind at ease. Page 3C

History 
comes 
alive!

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

M
ILTON—Civil War history will come alive this week-

end.

That will explain why “President Lincoln” will be 

in town Friday and Saturday, and why the sounds 

of cannon fire will be heard throughout the city.

After taking a year off due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Milton’s Civil War Living History Days are set to return 

May 21-23. 

With reenactments, demonstrations and scheduled 

programs, Milton Historical Society Executive Director 

Keighton Klos calls the event, “A unique experience and 

opportunity for people to engage with history on a more 

personal level.”
t, Klos said, “it’s got to 

Milton’s Civil War 

Living History Days 

return this weekend

kicks
Back in time
Civil War Living History 

Days return to Milton 

on May 21-23 after a 

year off because of 

the pandemic. kicks, 

inside

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Both the city of Janes-

ville and Rock County could 
be looking to start hold-
ing in-person meetings 

again this year, although 

it appears Janes-

ville City Hall 

might host a return 

sooner than the 

courthouse.

City Manager 

Mark Freitag said 

Wednesday he is 

advising the city 

council and other 

major commit-

tees to decide for them-

selves whether to resume 

holding in-person govern-

ment meetings at 

City Hall as early as 

June 14.

Rock County, 

on the other hand, 

hasn’ t decided 

whether it would 

return to in- 

person meetings, 

although last week 

the county board 

discussed a rule change 

that would allow board 

and committee members 

to attend meetings virtu-

ally even after the threat 

of the COVID-19 pandemic 

calms.

Not enough board mem-

bers voted in support of the 

proposal last week, and the 

county meanwhile seems 

to have forestalled discus-

sion of when it might try to 

return to in-person meet-

ings at City Hall. One board 

member in a discussion 

last week suggested the 

board might want to wait 

until this fall to make a run 

at in-person meetings.

The topic of when gov-

erning boards should 

begin meeting together 

in public comes amid a 

shift last week in public 

mask-wearing guidelines 

by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, 

and a ruling last Friday by 

the Rock County Health 

Department to suspend its 

public mask-wearing man-

date.

Both the county and the 

city of Janesville have been 

holding meetings remotely 

for months during the pan-

demic, with the city coun-

cil, the county board, and 

various city and county 

committees holding meet-

ings over video chat apps 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Josie Wistrom, 5, holds on tight as she cruises by on a zip line after a push from her smiling mother Elana Wistrom while 
enjoying Riverside Park as a family on Wednesday.

Zipping around

In-person government meetings might return
City of Janesville,  

Rock County Board 
considering options

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Under plans by radio-

isotope manufacturer 

SHINE Medical Technol-

ogies, Janesville and the 

Netherlands community of 

Veendam will become cor-

porate sister cities of sorts.

SHINE announced that 

in tandem with its ongoing 

buildout of a nuclear med-

icine production factory 

in Janesville, it has chosen 

Veendam, Netherlands, as 

the site where it will build 

a twin production facility 

as early as 2023.

The news comes as 

SHINE continues build-

ing a particle-accelerator 

driven facility in Janesville 

that could start producing 

the medical testing radio-

isotope molybdenum-99 

commercially in 2022. 

SHINE already produces 

lutetium-177 in a produc-

tion cell at its partially 

completed Janesville cam-

pus on the south side.

SHINE named the loca-

tion for its second plant 

in the Netherlands after a 

yearslong search for a loca-

tion that drew 50 propos-

als from sites all across 

Europe, the company said 

in a news release.

SHINE officials said the 

sister facility in the Neth-

erlands initially would 

produce moly-99, which 

is a fast-decaying medi-

cal radioisotope used as an 

illuminating agent in thou-

sands of clinical bone and 

tissue tests daily.

Rod Hise, SHINE’s cor-

porate communications 

SHINE to expand 
to Netherlands

European location chosen for company’s 
second nuclear medicine plant

Freitag

Turn to MEETINGS on Page 9A

Turn to SHINE on Page 9A

By Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The House voted Wednesday 

to create an independent com-

mission on the deadly Jan. 6  

insurrection at the U.S. Capi-
tol, sending the legislation to an 
uncertain future in the Senate as 
Republican leaders work to stop 
a bipartisan investigation that 
is opposed by former President 
Donald Trump.

Democrats say an indepen-
dent investigation is crucial 
to reckoning what happened 
that day, when a violent mob 
of Trump’s supporters smashed 
into the Capitol to try and over-
turn President Joe Biden’s 

victory. Modeled after the inves-
tigation into the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks, the legisla-
tion would establish an 
independent, 10-member 
commission that would 
make recommendations 
by the end of the year 
for securing the Capitol 
and preventing another 
insurrection.

The bill passed the 
House 252-175, with 35 Repub-
licans voting with Democrats 

in support of the commission, 
defying Trump and 
House Republican leader 
Kevin McCarthy. Trump 
issued a statement urg-
ing Republicans to vote 
against it, calling the 
legislation a “Democrat 
trap.”

Senate Republican 
leader Mitch McConnell 
is trying to prevent defec-

tions among his own ranks, echo-
ing McCarthy’s opposition in a 

Senate floor speech Wednesday 

morning. Both men claimed the 

bill was partisan even though 

membership of the proposed 

commission would be evenly 

split between the parties.

The January insurrection has 

become an increasingly fraught 

topic for Republicans, with a 

growing number in the party 

downplaying the severity of the 

worst attack on the Capitol in 

House votes to create panel to probe Jan. 6 insurrection
McConnell trying to rally 

Senate Republicans to 
block bipartisan inquiry

McConnell
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