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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Gertrude K. Airis
•Robert E. Arnold
•Rolland “Rollie” Devlin
•Bridgette “Bird” Clavey
•Frederick C. Geske

•April Guthrie
•James Hergert
•Maynard H. “Milt” Mildorfer
•Patricia A. Otto
•Travis P. Prater

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 40 | Low 28  

Sun giving way  
to clouds; cold

More on 9A

By Eric Tucker and Michael Balsamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Attorney General Jeff Sessions was 

pushed out Wednesday after enduring 
more than a year of blistering and person-
al attacks from President Donald Trump, 

who inserted in his place a Republi-

can Party loyalist with authority to 

oversee the remainder of the spe-

cial counsel’s Russia investigation.

The move has potentially om-

inous implications for special 

counsel Robert Mueller’s probe 

given that the new acting attorney 

general, Matthew Whitaker, until 

now Sessions’ chief of staff, has 

questioned the inquiry’s scope and spoke 

publicly before joining the Justice Depart-

ment about ways an attorney general could 

theoretically stymie the probe.

Congressional Democrats, con-

cerned about protecting Mueller, 

called on Whitaker to recuse him-

self from overseeing the investi-

gation in its final but potentially 

explosive stages.

That duty has belonged to 

Deputy Attorney General Rod Ro-

senstein, who appointed Mueller. 

Rep. Jerry Nadler, the top Democrat on 

the House Judiciary Committee who could 

chair the committee once the newly elect-

ed Democratic House majority is sworn in, 

said he wants “answers immediately” and 

“we will hold people accountable.”

The resignation, in a one-page letter to 

Trump, came one day after Republicans 

lost control of the House of Representa-

tives and was the first of several expected 

post-midterm Cabinet and White House 

departures. Though Sessions was an early 

and prominent campaign backer of Trump, 

his departure letter lacked effusive praise 

Above: Bob Korth unravels an extension cord to connect 
an archway to power while volunteering to help setup for 
Rotary Botanical Gardens’ annual Holiday Light Show. The 
2018 Holiday Light Show begins Nov. 23. Doors will open at 
4:30 p.m. and the last ticket will be sold at 8:30 pm. The lights 
go dark at 9 p.m. Left: John Rockenfield and Terry Neal install 
a snowman light display at Rotary Botanical Gardens for the 
Holiday Light Show. For further dates and information, go 
to rotarybotanicalgardens.org.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
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Volunteers prepare Rotary Botanical 
Gardens for Holiday Light Show

Sessions out at Trump’s behest
Some fear for future  

of Mueller investigation

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, beloved 

by Republicans for pushing through a 

conser vat ive 

revolution but 

so reviled by 

liberals that 

they tried to 

recall him from 

office, warned 

for months that 

he was at risk of 

being overwhelmed by Democratic anger.

He was right.

The tide that swept him out Tuesday 

Weighing 
Walker’s 

defeat
Critics and allies awaken  

to a new era in Wisconsin

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Local Democratic lawmakers were 

optimistic Wednesday that Tony Evers’ 

election as governor would pave the way 

for bipartisanship in state government 

even as Republicans strengthened their 

grip on the Legislature.

The narrow gubernatorial race wasn’t 

called by The Associated Press until af-

ter 1 a.m. Wednesday, and two-term Gov. 

Scott Walker didn’t concede until later 

that afternoon. But the projected blue 

Area Democrats 
hope GOP will 

work with Evers

RELATED
• Power play: Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos suggests 
lawmakers could scale back 
unspecified gubernatorial 
powers day after Tony Evers 
wins office./2A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Jim Grafft says he would sink at least 

$114,000 into fixing the decaying Monte-

rey Hotel in the city’s downtown, accord-

ing to his latest proposal to the city.

In a draft agreement signed and sub-

mitted to the city by Grafft on Oct. 30, 

Grafft outlines repairs he plans to the 

crumbling hotel. In documents filed with 

the agreement, Grafft gives timelines and 

cost estimates for some work the city re-

quires under a raze or repair order. It 

includes up to $150,000 in roof repairs 

to the iconic, six-story hotel along with 

an engineering review of the building’s 

structural integrity.

That’s according to documents the 

Gazette obtained Wednesday through an 

open records request.

Not included in the documents is any 

estimate of what it would cost to shore 

up the building’s structural integrity. That 

presumably would be determined after an 

engineering analysis. City inspectors have 

said the building is at risk of collapse.

What’s not clear is whether Grafft’s 

proposal—the second he’s made to the city 

since mid-October—is enough to save the 

building from being torn down by the city.

City Building Director Tom Clippert, 

who’d determine the building’s fate, is 

not saying.

Start of hotel repairs bears $114,000 cost
Grafft’s latest Monterey Hotel  
proposal submitted Oct. 30

Sessions

Turn to HOTEL on Page 9A

Turn to SESSIONS on Page 9A

Turn to WALKER on Page 8A

Turn to WORK on Page 8A

Dream still intact
Despite broken vertebrae, Michael  

Lois, the Elkhorn football player who  

committed to playing at Iowa, is  

determined to take the field again 

soon. Page 1B
Student 

showcase
Student 

showcase

quick kicks

LECTURE

History’s horror

Hear personal tales about 

one of history’s great-

est atrocities 

as UW-White-

water professor 

emeritus 
Ronald Berger 

presents a lecture 

titled “Surviving the Holo-

caust: One Family’s Story” at 6 

p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 13, at Hedberg 

Public Library, 316 S. Main St., 

Janesville.
Berger, author of the book 

“Children, Save Yourselves!,” 

will talk about the book, which 

chronicles his father’s and 

uncle’s stories of surviving 

Nazi-occupied Poland during 

World War II.
A book sale and signing 

will follow the program. No 

registration is required for this 

free program.
For more information, call 

608-758-6600.

THEATER

Your shot at fame

Young and old alike have op-

portunities to take their talents 

to the stage as two upcoming 

plays will 
be hosting 
theater 
auditions 
this week.

At 
7 p.m. 
Monday-Tuesday, Nov. 12-13, 

Janesville Little Theatre will 

open auditions for its production 

of Neil Simon’s “The Sunshine 

Boys.” 
Tryouts will take place at the 

kicks
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Food & Drink

Madison’s Anointed One provides 

oasis for fans of Southern soul food. 

Page 6C

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Jim Mc-

The choir comprises 30 stu-

dents that range in age from 

third grade to seniors in high 

school, McCulloch said.

The program’s drama stu-

dents will perform an adap-
 

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Allyson Fox dances while rehearsing with a choir singing Survivor’s ‘Eye of the Tiger’ as the group prepares for the Janesville Performing Arts 

Center’s Music and Drama Festival on Tuesday, Nov. 20, at JPAC.

JPAC Music  

and Drama Festival 

gives young performers 

a chance to show off 

serious stage skills

JPAC’s got talent
Student performers will 

perform in the Music and 

Drama Festival later this 

month. kicks, inside
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