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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Ronlyn Edmonds Bauer
•Timothy “Timmer” Fuller
•Donald D. Herr
•Kelly A. Jones
•Dolores Karleski

•J.D. Miller
•Preston E. Sigmon
•Sherry E. Thurner
•Rhonda L. Waldie
•Kelly S. Wohl

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 55 | Low 53  
Cloudy; mild with 
showers around

More on 7A

Tavern League fights back
After governor’s decision not to require wedding barn venues to get liquor 

licenses, Tavern League tells members to host more private events. Page 2A

Referendum question rendered moot
The state told Brodhead officials it was rescinding a grant it awarded  

the city last year to help fund construction of a new senior center. Page 3A

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Lockups for teenage offenders would 

be built in Milwaukee and Outagamie 
County to replace the state’s embattled 
juvenile prison, according to plans Gov. 
Tony Evers announced Tuesday.

The Milwaukee facility would be built 
on city-owned land on the city’s north 
side, according to city and state officials. 

The second facility would be built north-
west of Appleton in Hortonia.

The pair of lockups would be among 
those replacing Lincoln Hills School for 
Boys and Copper Lake School for Girls, the 
juvenile prison complex north of Wausau 
that has been the subject of a criminal 
investigation for four years.

The Democratic governor’s plans 
faced opposition from local officials in 
both municipalities. The plans would 
need approval from the Republican-led 
Legislature’s budget committee.

Legislators voted last year to close 
Lincoln Hills and Copper Lake and re-
place them with smaller, regional lockups 
that would keep young offenders closer to 
where they live.

The new Milwaukee and Hortonia 

lockups would be run by the state. Others 

would be run by counties, but locations 

for those facilities have not yet been cho-

sen.

Evers has left open the possibility of 

building a third state-run lockup but has 

not said where that would be.

Juvenile prison sites picked

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville schools have changed since 

revenue caps were imposed 25 years ago, 
and Superintendent Steve Pophal wants 
Wisconsin school funding to change, too.

At a meeting Tuesday, Pophal told the 
Janesville School Board the state’s fund-
ing formula along with cultural and de-
mographic factors have 
made it impossible for 
most schools to financial-
ly keep up.

Revenue caps were 
first imposed on school 
districts in the 1993-94 
school year. The caps 
mean school districts can 
increase local taxes only 
when the property tax 
base expands through 
new construction. If a 
district wants to exceed 
the amount it gets in lo-
cal taxes, it has to go to 
referendum. For some 
school districts, that 
means going to refer-
endum every two years 
just to cover the costs of 
operations.

By now, most people 
know the school fund-
ing system is broken; 
they just didn’t know 
how to fix it, Pophal told 
the board.

In January, a blue 
ribbon commission on 
school funding released recommenda-
tions. The commission, which was chaired 
by state Sen. Luther Olsen, R-Ripon, and 
state Rep. Joel Kitchens, R-Sturgeon Bay, 
took a year to look at how tax dollars were 
divided among schools and recommenda-
tions for any changes.

The report had 18 recommendations. 
Of those, six are particularly important to 
the Janesville School District, Pophal said.

They include:
 �Weighting low-income students as 

1.2 full-time students for funding purpos-
es. The state’s funding formula is compli-
cated, but every full-time student is cur-
rently worth about $7,000. Low income 
students come with additional needs, 
including help with academics and the 
services of social workers.

In 2001, about 21 percent of the dis-
trict’s 10,758 students lived in poverty. In 
2019, 51 percent of the district’s 10,007 
students live in poverty.

The income level for poverty is set 
by the federal government. This year, 
the poverty level for a family of four is 
$32,600. That’s before taxes.

Milwaukee, Outagamie  
counties picked to house 

Lincoln Hills replacements

We are committed to getting kids out of 

Lincoln Hills and closer to home as soon as 

we safely and responsibly can.

Gov. Tony Evers

“ ”

Turn to JUVENILE on Page 5A

Packers wade into pool of free agents
Green Bay reportedly comes to terms 

with handful of defensive players 

and an offensive lineman before 

new league year begins this 

afternoon. Page 1B

Pophal 
fighting  

for school 
funding fix

Pophal

Superintendent describes 
changes he would like to see

By now, most 

people know 

the school 

funding system 

is broken; they 

just didn’t know 

how to fix it, 

Superintendent 

Steve Pophal 

told the  

Janesville 

School Board.

Turn to FUNDING on Page 6A

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A forum starring Janesville’s 

five city council candidates re-

mained tame and ran smooth-

ly Tuesday night at Hedberg 

Public Library.

The forum, sponsored by 

the local League of Women 

Voters chapter and JATV, fea-

tured the four incumbents 

running for re-election—Sue 

Conley, Jim Farrell, Doug 

Marklein and Tom Wolfe—and 

the race’s lone newcomer, Jan 

Chesmore.

The incumbents touted the 

city’s progress over the past 

few years. They referenced 

projects that have happened 

under their leadership, such 

as downtown revitalization, or 

alluded to efforts still under-

way, such as General Motors 

redevelopment or changes at 

the Janesville Mall.

Chesmore prefaced some 

of her answers by saying she 

didn’t fully understand the is-

sue because she had not served 

on the city council. On other 

questions, she gave round-

about answers that deviated 

from the main topic.

Chesmore admitted she 

had a lot to learn about the 

council’s inner workings. 

Running for local office could 

be intimidating, but she said 

she was committed to learning 

and thought the council could 

use another female voice.

Currently, Conley is the 

only woman on the seven-per-

son council.

Each candidate was asked 

the same questions and had 

one minute to answer. There 

was no debate and little room 

to refute another candidate’s 

answer.

Chesmore staked her most 

vocal criticism of the council 

on downtown revival efforts. 

She compared ongoing proj-

ects to plate spinning—too 

A mostly friendly candidate forum unfolds

Jan 
Chesmore, 
the only 
newcomer 
to the city 
council race, 
second from 
right, speaks 
at a forum 
while sitting 
next to, from 
left, Doug 
Marklein, 
Sue Conley, 
Tom Wolfe 
and Jim 
Farrell on 
Tuesday at 
the Hedberg 
Public 
Library in 
Janesville.

Photos by 
Angela Major/
amajor@
gazettextra.com

City council member Tom Wolfe, center, who is up for re-election 
this spring, answers a question during a candidate forum Tuesday 
at the Hedberg Public Library in Janesville.

Janesville City Council incumbents tout  
progress of downtown revitalization efforts

Turn to FORUM on Page 7A

Challenger Jan Chesmore 

staked her most vocal criticism 

of the council on downtown 

revival efforts. She compared 

ongoing projects to plate  

spinning—too many things  

happening at once. One  

project at a time would  

be better, she said.
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